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10th January, 1855.
A MEETING was held in the Town Library, Guild Hall, Leicester, 
for the purpose of establishing this society. The Venerable the 
Archdeacon of Leicester was in the chair.

He requested Mr. Ingram (the honorary secretary, pro tempore) 
to read the letters received from various persons who had signified 
their desire to become members.—The first was from the Bishop 
of the Diocese, who also expressed his willingness to promote 
the objects of the society. The second was from Earl Howe, 
regretting his inability to attend. In a previous letter his lordship 
stated " I shall be very happy to be enrolled a member, and I 
assure you I take a decided interest in your proceedings/' Letters 
from the Rev. G. E. Gillett (mentioning that the Duke of Rutland 
would accept the office of Patron); from Sir F. G. Fowke (excus 
ing his non-attendance on the ground of ill health, which con 
fined him to his room); and from Mr. Geoffrey Palmer (apolo 
gizing for his inability to be present)—were also laid before the 
meeting.

This part of the business being concluded, the venerable 
Chairman called on

Mr. W. Perry-Herrick, who rose to move the first resolution. 
He expressed his gratification at being able to take part in the 
formation of a society which he felt certain would be attended 
with many beneficial effects, in conducing to the study of eccle 
siastical architecture and general antiquities in the county. He 
stated his regret that he was so little acquainted with either 
Archaeology or Architecture ; but that he knew sufficient to enable 
him to appreciate the value of the labours of those who had leisure 
to devote themselves more particularly to these interesting pur 
suits, and he hoped, by associating with them at the meetings of 
the society, he might improve his knowledge, and receive much 
information and instruction. He said there was no doubt but 
that there were many archaeological and architectural remains of 
deep historical interest in this county, still unexplored; some of
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them mouldering fast into decay. It would be the object of the 
society to call attention to, and preserve from oblivion, these relics 
of the olden time—these memorials of the past; to preserve them 
from spoliation and neglect, and from the destruction to which 
they at present seemed doomed by the ruthless hand of Time, and 
by the equally ruthless hand of Man.—Mr. Herrick concluded by 
expressing a hope that the formation of the society would be 
unanimously agreed to, and that it would be placed on such a 
basis as would ensure its future success; and that, as soon as 
it became more generally known, the number of the members 
would greatly increase, and that it would be the means of 
affording much gratifying interest and instruction—not merely 
to its own members, but to the public at large, for many years 
to come.

The Rev. G. E. Gillett seconded the resolution; and in doing 
so he remarked that this society was no experiment, since they 
had the experience of other societies of like character in neigh 
bouring counties to guide them in their proceedings. Some of 
these societies were in union with each other, publishing volumes 
of their papers jointly. He trusted that under the rules which 
would be laid before them (modified from those of other societies) 
the society would flourish, and all parties might be brought to 
gether for the preservation of the ancient remains in the county 
from desecration, and to promote an improvement in the style of 
architecture generally.

The resolution was put and carried unanimously.
The Chairman then read through a draft of the proposed 

Rules, and they were successively discussed and amended, or 
omitted.

The Hon. and Rev. John Sandilands then moved the adoption 
of the entire set, as follows:

RULES.
1. That the Society be called "The 

Architectural and Archaeological Society" 
of the county of Leicester.

2. That the objects of the Society be 
to promote the study of ecclesiastical ar 
chitecture, general antiquities, and the 
restoration of mutilated architectural re 
mains within the county; and to furnish 
suggestions, so far as may be within its 
province, for improving the character of 
ecclesiastical edifices, and for preserving 
all ancient remains which the committee 
may consider of value and importance.

3. That the Society be composed of 
patrons, presidents, treasurer, and secre 
taries ; and honorary and ordinary mem 
bers.

4. That members of the Society be 
privileged to propose new members, either 
by letter or personally, to be elected at 
the committee meetings; and that hono 
rary members be elected only at the no 
mination of the committee, at a general 
or special meeting.

5. That rural deans within the county 
of Leicester be ex qfficio members of the 
committee, on their signifying an intention 
to become members of the Society.

6. That each member shall pay an 
annual subscription of ten shillings, to be 
due on the first day of January in each 
year.

7 That the affairs of the Society be 
conducted by a committee, composed of
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the patrons, presidents, rural deans, and 
not less than twenty ordinary members; 
of whom four, at least, shall have been 
members of the committee of the pro 
ceeding year.

8. That a general meeting of the mem 
bers be held in the autumn of each year, 
previous to the public meetings; and that 
at such meeting the committee be elected, 
the accounts be passed, and the yearly 
report presented; and such new rules, or 
alterations in the rules, proposed and 
made, as may be thought necessary.

0. That the committee (of whom five 
shall be a quorum) have power to add to 
their number, and to elect from the So 
ciety the requisite number of secreta 
ries.

10. That the members of the com 
mittee in any neighbourhood may as 
sociate other members of the Society with 
themselves, and form committees for local 
purposes, in communication with the 
central committee.

11. That the public meetings of the 
Society be holden in the autumn of each 
year, at such times and places as shall 
be appointed by the committee.

12. That the committee meet at the 
times and places which they may them- 
'selves appoint, and that their meetings be 
open to the members of the Society and 
their friends, after the despatch of rou 
tine business.

13. That, the secretaries be empowered, 
on the requisition of five members of 
the committee, to call a special meeting 
of the Society.

14. That donations of architectural 
and antiquarian books, plans, &c., be 
received; that the committee be em 
powered to make purchases and procure 
casts and drawings, which shall be under 
the charge of the secretaries.

IB. That when the committee shall 
consider any paper, which may have been 
read before the Society, worthy of being 
printed at its expense, they shall request 
the author to furnish a copy, and shall 
decide upon the number of copies to be 
printed, provided always that the number 
be sufficient to supply each member^with 
one copy and the author with twenty-five 
copies. All other questions relating to 
publishing plans and papers, and illus 
trating them with engravings, shall be 
decided by the committee.

16. That the committee may every 
year publish, or join with other architec 
tural and archaeological societies in pub 
lishing, for circulation among the mem 
bers, transactions to contain descriptions 
and papers connected with the objects of 
the Society.

17. That on application being made to 
any member of the committee, or to the 
committee collectively, for the advice of 
the Society, in the restoration of any 
church, a slib-committee be appointed (of 
which the incumbent or resident minister 
be one) to visit the church, and submit a 
report in writing to the general com 
mittee.

18. That all plans for the building, 
enlargement, or restoration of churches, 
schools, <fec., sent for the inspection of 
the committee, be placed in the hands of 
one of the secretaries of the Society, at 
least fourteen days before the committee 
meeting, for the secretary to prepare a 
special report thereon.

19. That the committee have power at 
any meeting to make grants towards the 
objects of the Society, provided that if 
such grant exceed 30s. notice be given in 
the circular calling the meeting.

The Rev. J. M. Gresley seconded the resolution, which was 
carried unanimously.

Mr. A. Griffith then moved, and Sir Arthur Hazlerigg seconded 
the motion for the appointment of the following list of officers and 
committee:—

His Grace the Duke of Rutland, and the Bishop of the 
diocese.

Earl Howe, Sir F. G. Fowke, Baronet, Sir Arthur G. Hazlerigg, 
Baronet, the Venerable the Archdeacon of Leicester, and Mr. 
William Perry-Herrick.
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Committee.
The Hon. and Rev. J. Sandilands, Mr. Geoffrey Palmer, tbe 

Rev. J. M. Gresley, Mr. E. B. Hartopp, Mr. Edward Dawson, the 
Rev. E. T. Vaughan, Mr. Geo. Norman, the Rev. R. Burnaby, 
Mr. T. T. Paget, Mr. Isaac Hodgson, Mr. Halford Adcock, the 
Rev. T. Jones, Dr. Shaw, Mr. Robert Brewin, jun., the Rev. 8. G. 
Bellairs, Mr. George H. Nevinson, Mr. Thomas Nevinson, Mr. 
James Thompson, Mr. Arthur Griffith, and Mr. Richard Luck.

It was then moved by Mr. Herrick, and seconded by Mr. 
William Parsons, that the rules be printed and distributed among 
the members. Carried unanimously.

It was further resolved that Mr. Isaac Hodgson be requested 
to become the Treasurer; that the resolutions be advertised; and 
that the thanks of the meeting be given to the Archdeacon for his 
kindness in presiding on the occasion—a kindness which was the 
more esteemed, as it involved personal inconvenience to the 
venerable Archdeacon in coming so great a distance to attend the 
meeting.

The business of the general meeting being now at an end, the 
committee remained behind, and adopted the following resolution, 
in conformity with the rules:—

"That the Hon. and Rev. John Sandilands, the Rev. J. M. 
Gresley, and Mr. Thomas Ingram, be appointed the three secre 
taries of the society."

The following names of new members were here handed in: 
Hon. and Rev. A. G. Campbell, Mr. R. W. Wood, Mr. Robert H. 
J. Heygate, Mr. Geo. C. Bellairs, Narborough, Rev. J. H. B. 
Green, Normanton, and Rev. M. Webster, Netherseal.

The committee then separated.

26th February, 1855.
A MEETING of the committee was held in the Town Library. The 
Rev. G. E. Gillett in the chair.

The minutes of the last meeting having been read, Mr. Ingram 
laid before the committee a letter from the Rev. Thomas James, 
of Theddingworth, corresponding secretary of the Northampton 
shire Architectural Society, proposing that the Leicestershire 
Society should unite with the Northamptonshire, and others, in 
printing Architectural and Antiquarian Papers, and also inviting 
the members to take part in a meeting of several similar societies, 
to be held at Peterborough in May next, at the request of the 
Dean.

It was suggested that an Order of Business, for the guidance 
of the committee in its future meetings, should be agreed on;
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and a plan was adopted, under which arrangements the meetings 
will commence at eleven, and at twelve the more general business 
will be entered upon. This will consist of the examination of any 
architectural plans for the erection of new churches or repair of 
old ones, which may be submitted to the committee; the intro 
duction to their notice of any antiquarian remains falling to decay 
and requiring a protecting hand; the reading of papers on archi 
tectural or general antiquities; and the exhibition of relics of 
antiquarian interest. The members of the society and their 
friends will be admissible to the proceedings when the general 
business comes under notice, on which occasion it is hoped many 
subjects will be brought forward calculated to please and to 
instruct those present.

The Order of Business having been determined upon, the 
Chairman said it was now competent to any member of the com 
mittee to propose new members.

Mr. Sandilands and Mr. Gresley proposed, and Mr. Tertius 
Paget seconded, that the following names be added to the 
list of members:—The Right Hon. the Earl Ferrers, Sir 
George Howland Beaumont, Bart., Rev. Mr. Gamlen, Mr. William 
Adcock, Mr. Edward Bright, Mr. E. H. M. Clarke, Mr. Claude 
Fernely, Mr. T. Hickson, Mr. Joseph Hickson, Mr. Winter 
Johnson, Mr. John Keal, Mr. George Marriott, Mr. Frederick J. 
Oldham, Mr. Warren Sharman, Mr. William Thorpe Tuxford, and 
Mr. Thomas Newton Wing,—the latter thirteen all of Melton.

On the proposition of Mr. George H. Nevinson, seconded by 
the Rev. S. G. Bellairs, it was resolved that the Rev. J. E. 
Denton, Mr. E. H. M. Clarke, Mr. Edward Fisher, jun., Mr. 
Gamlen, and Mr. Ingram (whose name had before been inadver 
tently omitted), be added to the committee.

The next part of the business was financial—the members of 
the committee paying their yearly subscriptions, which will in 
future be due (in advance) on the 1st of January every year.

It was then moved by Mr. Thompson, seconded by Mr. Thomas 
Nevinson, and unanimously carried, " That the members of the 
committee be requested to collect the subscriptions in their re 
spective neighbourhoods."

The Rev. T. James's letter was next brought under consideration, 
and its proposals (above mentioned) agreed to; the secretaries 
being requested to communicate with Mr. James to that effect.

Mr. Thomas Nevinson then offered some observations on the 
propriety of finding a place of deposit for the objects of antiquity, 
drawings, books, &c., which might be presented to the society. 
He considered the purposes of the society would be thereby greatly 
promoted, and he had various casts, rubbings, and fragments of 
ancient art, which he should be happy to offer by way of a 
beginning.
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A conversation arose on this subject, in the course of which it 
was observed that such a collection might prove serviceable to 
students in architecture. A member of the committee remarked 
that a collection of ancient stained glass, unique in character, and 
very interesting in design, was in the possession of a clergyman 
living not far from Leicester, and probably would be open for the 
examination of the members. It had, he believed, been offered 
once to a college in one of the universities, but he hoped it would 
not be removed from Leicester.

Eventually a sub-committee (consisting of the Secretaries, with 
Messrs. G. H. Nevinson, Thomas Nevinson, and J. Thompson) 
was appointed to enquire respecting a place suitable for such a 
collection, and to report thereon at a future meeting.

Mr. Thompson then brought under notice the contemplated des 
truction of the old school-house at Billesdon, Leicestershire. 
He stated that according to Nichols' History of the county,* the 
celebrated George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, and George Fox, 
the originator of the " Society of Friends," were instructed under 
that foundation. The present building, though not of earlier date 
than the middle of the seventeenth century, was an example of the 
style of institutions then prevailing, and was probably worthy of 
preservation.—It was agreed that enquiry should be made respect 
ing it previous to the next meeting.

The Committee Meetings for the year were then fixed for the 
last Mondays in February, April, June, August, October, and 
December. These of course do not interfere with the General 
Meeting of the Society in the Autumn.

BOth April, 1855.
A MEETING was held in the Town Library. The Rev. S. G. 
Bellairs in the chair.

The minutes of the preceding meeting having been read, the 
subject of the joint meeting at Peterborough of the Architectural 
Societies of Northamptonshire, Lincolnshire, Bedfordshire, and 
Leicestershire was discussed. The first day of meeting is fixed 
for Wednesday, May 23rd, when papers will be read upon the 
Cathedral, by Rev. G. A. Poole, and upon the West front of 
it, by Rev. O. Davys. On the next day, excursions will be made 
to the Abbeys of Croyland and Thorney. Particulars of the 
intended proceedings will be sent to every member of each of 
the Societies; and upon their informing the secretaries of their 
intention to be present, arrangements will be made for their recep 
tion by a local committee at Peterborough.

A Letter from Lord John Manners was read in which his Lord-
• Gartree Hundred, p. 435.
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ship notified his desire to become a member of the Leicestershire 
Society.

The report of the sub-committee, appointed to enquire respect 
ing a suitable room to be used as a library and museum for the 
Society, was received. Several very eligible rooms were mentioned, 
but it was deemed advisable not to engage one immediately.

The Rev. J. L. Petit, the Rev. Canon Vavasour, rural-dean, and 
Mr. Marshall, where admitted members of the Society. The Rev. 
R. Stephens was added to the committee.

The Rev. J. Denton mentioned that it was in contemplation to 
rebuild the chapel of Blackfordby, (a hamlet in the parish of 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch,) now in a lamentable state of dilapidation, 
and totally incapable of being repaired. It is also much too small 
for the present number of inhabitants, the population (principally 
consisting of families engaged in the neighbouring collieries and 
potteries) having increased to between five and six hundred; for 
one-sixth part only of whom there is sufficient church accom 
modation. Mr. Denton was requested to lay the plans, which are 
being prepared by J. P. St. Aubyn, Esq., before the committee at 
their next meeting.

Mr. T. Nevinson exhibited several tokens such as were used 
for counters in the middle ages, recently found near St. Mary's 
church, Leicester. Also, from the same locality, a penny of Henry 
the Third's first coinage, a half-groat of Henry the Sixth's, minted 
at York, and a few others, together with a noble of one of the 
Henries, found in an old wall at Oadby, Leicestershire. Several 
specimens of ornamented bricks from Leicester Abbey garden were 
shewn by the same gentleman. They were supposed to have been 
used to form borders for flower-beds, and are well worthy of being 
again manufactured for that purpose.

Mr. J. Thompson read the following remarks upon an ancient 
spur found at Battle-Flat, near Bardon-Hill, and upon two matrices 
of seals, one with the arms of Paget, and the other (of silver) 
bearing a coat of arms and crests:—

MEMOIR ON AN ANCIENT SPUR AND SEALS.
I BEG to lay before the committee for examination three relics 
of antiquity well deserving notice. One of these is an ancient 
spur, found many years ago on the ground known as "Battle Flat," 
near Hugglescote, in this county. As the site is one concerning 
which we have little, if any, information, the relic might be sup 
posed to throw light on the origin of the name by which the spot 
is known. The spur is small, and seems to have been intended 
for a lady or a youth. It has been washed with silver. The orna 
mentation consists in the repetition of a grotesque face—whether 
that of man or of one of the lower animals is not evident. The
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ing grant, with the addition that they had it of the gift of Hugh de 
Goneston. These two charters are tied together with a rush 
like the others I have mentioned.

As a concluding commentary upon these observations, I will 
read a paragraph from the Rev. R. C. Trench's Lectures " On the 
Study of Words," p. 8. He says,—" It is a signal evidence of the 
conservative powers of language, that we may oftentimes trace in 
speech the records of customs and states of society which have 
now passed so entirely away as to survive nowhere else but in 
these words alone. For example, a ' stipulation,' or agreement, is 
so called, as many are strong to affirm, from ' stipulaj a straw, 
because it once was usual, when one person passed over landed 
property to another, that a straw from the land, as a pledge or 
representative of the property transferred, should be handed from 
the seller to the buyer, which afterwards was commonly preserved 
with, or inserted in, the title deeds."

June 25th, 1855. 
THE Rev. J. M. Gresley, in the chair.

The previous minutes having been read, great satisfaction was 
expressed at the proceedings of the Architectural Societies at their 
meeting held at Peterborough in May. In consequence of their 
visit to Croyland Abbey, an address had been drawn up to the 
Marquis of Exeter, the noble proprietor of the ruins of that 
monastery, requesting his lordship to take some steps for their 
preservation, several portions being in a very precarious condition. 
It was also stated that the marquis intended to remove that unique 
curiosity, Croyland bridge, which is at present disused and in no 
one's way. If this report be true, surely the inhabitants of the 
place will do what in them lies to rescue so interesting a relic from 
destruction.

The Rev. E. P. Cooper, vicar of Little Dalby, Capt. C. T. Freer, 
Messrs. T. C. Browne, W. Millican, and W. Latharn, were elected 
members.

The chairman expressed his regret that the expected designs 
for the new church at Blackfordby were not ready to be laid before 
the committee. The fact was, that an unexpected objector to its 
erection had appeared in the person of the present possessor of 
the great tithes of the place, and (presumed) owner of the chancel, 
Sir Charles Abney Hastings, Bart. But his opposition would 
prove perfectly harmless, if the building committee, who had 
received such liberal promises of assistance, should only have 
moral courage sufficient to persist in their righteous intention. 
There is a considerable space of consecrated ground adjoining the 
old chapel-yard, recently given by T. Stokes, esq., upon which it
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might be built, and the old chancel might be left as an interesting 
ruin by the side of it.

Mr. Thompson exhibited a denarius of Antoninus recently 
found at the Friars, Leicester. He stated that at Medbourne in 
this county, ancient coins are so frequently turned up in the fields 
by swine that they have got the name of " pig-money." Mr. Paget 
mentioned that a coin of Trajan had lately been found in a drain 
in a field of his at Humberstone.

Mr. Ingram produced a Recovery deed of the thirtieth year of 
Elizabeth, with a fine impression of one of her seals attached to it.

The chairman suggested that it was very desirable that at future 
meetings each member present should make it a rule to endeavour 
to exhibit at least one object of curiosity or antiquity, rather than 
for this part of the business of the day to be left optional and 
uncertain. He also (as secretary) requested that a short account 
in writing might be brought with each object exhibited, in order 
that the report of the meeting prepared by the secretaries might in 
this respect be accurate. These suggestions met with the approval 
of all present.

Mr. Thompson gave the following description of three narrow 
chambers, one above another, attached to the south side of the 
tower of the ruined church of Ulverscroft Priory:—

CELLS AT ULVERSCROFT PRIORY.
IT seems that the policy of the Roman Catholic Church, with 
regard to the encouragement of recluses and the adoption of 
reclusion, was in the earlier ages of its history more of a voluntary 
character than it has been in later times. Archdeacon Churton 
informs us* that in the ancient monasteries—such, for example, as 
those mentioned by patristic authorities—all was self-imposed 
suffering. Saint John Climacus (who, in the sixth century, was 
abbot of the monastery founded by the emperor Justinian at the 
foot of Mount Sinai) speaks of a religious establishment, which he 
had visited, wherein extreme hardships and great anguish of mind 
and body were endured by its inmates; the place inhabited by the 
votaries was called the " house of penitents." They were, how 
ever, all from choice inmates of the solitary chambers which they 
occupied. Ecclesiastical antiquaries show clearly (says the arch 
deacon) that St. Benedict never contemplated imprisonment for 
disobedient monks; the words of the rule, like the more ancient 
Eastern rules, prescribed expulsion. The change from the volun 
tary system of inclusion and expulsion for disobedience, to com 
pulsory imprisonment, seems to have taken place subsequently to

» " On the Remains of Penitential Cells and Prisons connected with Monastic 
Houses," a paper in the volume of the Northamptonshire and other Architectural 
Societies for 1853.
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After the practising they would adjourn to the Butt House to 
regale themselves.

The boundary of the parishes of Ashby de la Zouch and 
Hartshorne is close to the Butt House. Indeed I have been told 
by an ancient person of veracity that upon the 29th of May in the 
old "processioning" tunes round Ashby Woulds, before the en 
closure of them in 1800,* he has been compelled, -when a lad, to 
pass through the temple of the goddess Cloacina in the garden in 
order to keep up the rights of the parish.

The occupier of the Butt House when Nichols wrote was John 
Simmonds, Esq. In his diary he records the following locally 
important events,—

" 1801. May 1st. Post boy between Burton & Ashby went 
by Butt house 1st time about £ past 6 o'Clk, morn."

" 10th. Sent a letter to E. & M. S.f by the post boy."
He died after a short illness in 1803, and his burial is thus 

recorded in the register of Lullington, Derbyshire,—" Novb. 24. 
Buried John Simmonds of the Butt House, GenV

Robert William Devereux Shirley, late brother of the present 
earl Ferrers, was born at the Butt House, Dec. 14th, and baptized 
Dec. 16th, 1825.| His father Robert William Shirley, lord Tarn- 
worth, died here, Feb. 3rd, 1830.|| ......

August 13th, 1855.
A MEETING of the Committee was held in the Town Library, to 
take into consideration the arrangements necessary to be made for 
the first autumnal meeting, which it was resolved should be held 
on Monday the 10th September next. It was suggested that a 
meeting for the transaction of business should take place on that 
day, at two o'clock, to be followed by an ordinary at six o'clock, 
and an evening meeting at eight o'clock; and that the following 
day should be entirely devoted to an excursion on Charnwood 

•
* At that time the Butt House stood almost alone. Since then a populous village 

of potters has sprung up in its neighbourhood by the name of " Wooden-Box," or 
more commonly " The Box," derived, as is well known, from a hut set up there for a 
person to sit in to receive the toll at the turnpike. The Historical Collector may 
add that this wooden box was originally a port wine butt from Drakelowe Hall. In 
1845 the name of the place was changed from Wooden-Box to Woodville, and formed 
into " The consolidated Chapelry of Woodville" by an order of the Queen in Council, 
June 17th, 1847.—See The London Gazette of July 6th, 1847.

+ His daughters; Eliza, afterwards wife of Mr. Edward Mammatt of Ashby de 
la Zouch, and Maria, afterwards wife of Mr. John Pountney of Wolverhampton. 

} Ashby de la Zouch register.
|| This paper upon Blackfordby was afterwards contributed by the Rev. J. M. 

Gresley to the Midland Counties Historical Collector, where it is considerably 
enlarged, and to which publication we must refer any reader wishing for more 
information upon the subject.
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Forest. The route proposed to be followed was—leaving Leicester 
at nine, to proceed to Kirby Muxloe, there to examine the castle ; 
thence to Ratby, to visit the Bury Camp, a Roman remain of very 
great extent; thence to pass on by Groby castle and Groby pool, 
with a view of seeing the remains at Bradgate; thence to drive to 
Ulverscroft Priory; thence to Whitwick, in order to inspect its 
church and see its interesting monument of an ancient knight of the 
Talbot family; thence to return to Woodhouse, Swithland, 
Rothley, and from the latter place to Leicester. This route had 
been planned in deference to the wishes of various members of 
the Lincolnshire Society, who, at the last associated meetings at 
Peterborough, expressed a strong desire to have an excursion on 
Charnwood Forest, on paying Leicester another visit.

August 27th, 1855. 
COMMITTEE Meeting. Mr. G. H. Nevinson, in the chair.

The secretaries reported that letters had been received per 
mitting the society to visit Bradgate, Ulverscroft, and Rothley 
Temple, on their excursion day, September the llth; and that the 
architects of Leicester had been informed of the wish of the com 
mittee to receive from them drawings and plans for exhibition at 
the annual meeting in the afternoon of the 10th, at the New Hall, 
Wellington Street, Leicester.

The Rev. Samuel Smith, incumbent of St. George's, Thringstone, 
was elected a member of the Society.

A sub-committee for making further arrangements for the annual 
meeting and excursion was appointed, consisting of Dr. Shaw, 
Messrs. T. T. Paget, J. Thompson, T. C. Browne, and the sec 
retaries, with power to add others. The papers promised for the 
evening meeting are,—on Ulverscroft Abbey, by Mr. T. R. Potter; 
on Local Architectural Peculiarities, by the Rev. J. Denton; on 
Croyland Abbey, by the Rev. Dr. Stukeley; apd a fourth, on the 
Early Heraldry of Leicestershire, by Mr. J. Thompson.

The chairman exhibited a small bronze figure, representing a 
man running, and supporting a cone upon his head with his right 
hand:

Three small copper Roman coins found in repairing the Fleet 
Ditch at the bottom of Holborn Hill; one of them bearing the 
head and name of LICINIOS, and on the reverse a fortress :

A plate or ticket of copper, about one-and-a-half inch square, 
found at very low water in the bed of the Thames, near the second 
arch of Waterloo Bridge, having on one side the inscription 
" John Wheatley Citizen and Poultirer of London ;" and the 
other, J. W. himself smoking his pipe at his shop door.
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Mr. Marshall exhibited a large engraving of the monumental 
brass of Alan Fleming in Newark church, 1361, from a drawing 
by Fowler. In the histories of Newark, Fleming is erroneously 
described as an ecclesiastic. Mr. Marshall deferred a more minute 
description of it until a future committee meeting. The paper 
prepared by Mr. Marshall is appended to the report of this 
meeting.

The Rev. J. M. Gresley exhibited a volume of original drawings 
by Dr. W. Stukeley, author of the Itinerarium Curiosum and other 
antiquarian works in the last century. They consist chiefly of 
pen-and-ink sketches, shaded with Indian ink. Among them is a 
sketch of Bow Bridge, Leicester, taken in 1722 ; and another of 
an arch over the Foss Way at Newark, long since destroyed. It 
was suggested that the former should be printed at the expense of 
this Society.

The committee appointed twelve o'clock, September the 10th, 
for their next meeting.

THE FLEMING BRASS.

[The following paper was intended to be read by the writer, Mr. E. Marshall, before 
the Committee of the Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeological Society, at 
the above meeting, but time did not permit; it is therefore now laid before the 
members as being worthy of extended publicity.]

When I mentioned my intention of laying Fowler's engraving 
of the Fleming Brass, in Newark church, before this meeting for 
inspection, it was thought better that 1 should at the same time 
read a few remarks descriptive of it. I have therefore collected a 
few particulars (so far as is known) of the person represented in 
this engraving, and the monument itself, as well as a few remarks 
upon brasses in general, which I have taken the liberty of intro 
ducing into this paper, for all of which I confess myself indebted to 
various sources of information. Dickenson, in his History of 
Newark, published in 1805, at p. 323, says, "The early date of 
this inscription, the magnificence of the monument itself, and the 
peculiarity of the decorations, have made the person whom it com 
memorates the object of more than common curiosity of late years, 
since enquiries of this sort have become the subjects of antiquarian 
research. The first instance in which mention of his name is to be 
found, is as a witness to a deed, in conjunction with that of Thomas 
Adam, constable of the castle of Newark, by which one Thomas de 
Sybthorp conveyed a tenement in Newark. This instrument bears 
date 23rd, Edward the Third, 1350, and still remains among the 
archives of the mayor and aldermen. Others of the family appear 
to have lived at Newark-, as their names frequently occur as wit-
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September 10th, 1855.
THE first General Meeting was held in the New Hall, Wellington 
Street, Leicester, the Rev. G. E. Gillett in the chair, who, after 
a few words of introduction to the business of the day, called upon 
Mr. Ingram, the secretary, to read the following Report:—

Your Committee, in submitting their Report, have barely to 
record the fact of the Society being formed and brought into ex 
istence, chiefly through the efforts of two or three individuals.

The Society consists of ninety-six members, and comprises 
some of the highest names in the county.

The Committee venture to express a hope that gentlemen re 
siding in the Lutterworth and Market Harborough districts, be 
coming acquainted with the Society, may enroll themselves as 
members.

The Committee have to state that the Society accepted the 
invitation of the Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire Societies, to 
hold a joint meeting at Peterborough in June last; although it is 
to be regretted that the members of this Society did not avail 
themselves of it to the extent that might have been expected.

A proposal having been made by the Northamptonshire and 
Lincolnshire Society, to join them in the expense of printing and 
publishing reports, your Committee thought it desirable to accept 
it. Every member of each Society will thus be furnished with a 
copy of their joint Report, which it is hoped will prove a perma 
nent and interesting memorial of the United Societies' operations.

In conclusion, they trust the exhibition of designs, drawings, 
antiques, and other objects of interest, at the New Hall, this day, 
together with the papers to be read at the public meeting there, 
may be the means of producing an agreeable re-union, and of 
inducing many other persons to join the Society.

The Rev. R. Buruaby moved, and the Rev. R. Stephens 
seconded the adoption of the Report, which was unanimously 
agreed to.

Mr. Ingram then read letters from Earl Howe, Lord John 
Manners, W. Perry-Herrick, Esq., and Sir F. G. Fowke, Bart, 
regretting their inability to be present, and also

Another letter from the Rev. W. F. Kelke, of the Buckingham 
shire Architectural Society, (accompanying a donation of that 
Society's publications,) proposing to unite with the Leicestershire 
Society. It was agreed that the proposal be referred to the 
Committee.

The following gentlemen were admitted Honorary Members:— 
Rev. T. James, Rev. G. A. Poole, Rev. J. L. Petit, Sir H.
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Dryden, Bart., Messrs. G. G. Scott, M. H. Bloxam, and T. R. 
Potter.

The following gentlemen were added to the list of Presidents.— 
The Rt. Hon. Earl Ferrers, the Rt. Hon. Lord J. Manners, Sir G. 
H. Beaumont, Bart., and E. B. Hartopp, Esq.

An alteration in Rule VII., as suggested by the Committee, was 
proposed and carried. The Rule as altered stands as follows:—

"That the affairs of the Society be conducted by a Committee, 
composed of the Patrons, Presidents, Rural Deans, and not less 
than twenty ordinary members, of whom four, at least, shall have 
been members of the Committee of the preceding year."

The following gentlemen were elected as the Committee for the 
next year, namely :—The Revs. R. Burnaby, F, G. Burnaby, R.D., 
S. G. Bellairs, John Denton, G. E. Gillett, R.D., J. M. Gresley, T. 
Jones, the Hon. and Rev. J. Sandilands, Revs. S. Smith, R. 
Stephens, E. T. Vaughan, M. Vavasour,R.D., M. Webster. Messrs. 
Halford Adcock, Robert Brewin, Jun., G. C. Bellairs, E. H. M. 
Clarke, Edward Dawson, Edward Fisher, Jun., Henry Goddard, 
Arthur Griffiths, Isaac Hodgson, Thomas Ingram, William Jackson, 
Richard Luck, W. Millican, G. H. Nevinson, Thomas Nevinson, 
George Norman, Geoffrey Palmer, T. T. Paget, William Parsons, 
Dr. Shaw, Messrs. James Thompson, Thomas Ward, T. N. Wing, 
and T. L. Walker.

THE TEMPORARY MUSEUM.
Numerous drawings and objects of antiquarian and ecclesiolo- 

gical interest were exhibited in the Hall, and were inspected by a 
considerable number of persons, the Hall being open for their exhi 
bition between four and six o'clock. Mr. Broadbent, who was one 
of the largest contributors, had an alabaster capital, unfinished, 
intended for E. B. Hartopp, Esq., of Dalby Hall, a carved oak 
column, likewise unfinished, a numerous and interesting collection 
of drawings and engravings, and some fine specimens of stained 
glass.

The Rev. J. M. Gresley contributed an ancient pulpit hour-glass 
stand from Congerstone, a chalice, some ancient coins from Tut- 
bury, in Staffordshire, an illuminated Latin Bible of the fourteenth 
century, and autographs of Sir Edwin Landseer and Oliver 
Cromwell. The latter was in remarkably good preservation, and 
was an order to pay £1038. 9s. for fourteen days' pay of five troops 
of horse of Sir A. Haselrigge's regiment—the date December 31, 
1650. Mr. Gresley sent also some drawings by the Anastatic 
process, and a highly interesting volume of sketches and manu 
script notes by Dr. Stukely.

In the same case with the above were some cannon balls from
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the French trenches before Sebastopol (rather of modern than 
antique interest), a curious oriental work, and an ancient wedding 
ring, exhibited by the Rev. R. Burnaby, found at Cambridge in 
1820, and bearing the inscription " Love and Obey."

John Marriott, Esq., of Beeby, had a very curious Anglo-Saxon 
necklace and fibula, which attracted much notice. They were dug 
up, it was stated, in a field at Beeby, about two and a-half feet 
below the surface.

Mr. E. Marshall contributed several drawings, and an engraving 
of a fine monumental brass in Newark Church to the memory of 
Alan Fleming, dated 1361, and a cannon ball found in the roof of 
the north aisle of the same church in 1801.

Mr. Goddard sent some curious Roman ampullae found in the 
grotmds of Leicester Abbey and in Wharf Street, with some coins 
and fibulae, as well as some tracery from Wycklifie's screen in 
Lutterworth Church, and a cast from a panel in the Old Blue Boar, 
Leicester.

Messrs. Kelham and Millican exhibited a series of twelve pho 
tographic views in Venice, some lithographed views in Belgium, 
and several other drawings.

Mr. F. W. Ordish contributed a series of views in Rome, Milan, 
&c., and the plan to which the premium was recently awarded for 
the proposed Corn Exchange in Leicester.

Mr. Skidmore, of Coventry, had a collection of church fittings 
and communion plate.

Mr. T. L. Walker exhibited drawings of Ilkeston church, the 
rebuilding of which has been done from his designs.

Mr. G. G. Scott contributed drawings of the Hotel de Ville at 
Hamburgh, to which the first premium in a public competition was 
recently awarded, and of the interior of Doncaster Church, as now 
being rebuilt from Mr. Scott's designs.

Among other contributors were Messrs. Flower, Wilson, R. W. 
Johnson, &c.

The Afternoon Public Meeting.
E. B. Hartopp, Esq. took the Chair at four o'clock.

The Rev. J. M. Gresley read a lengthy and elaborate paper 
upon " Croyland Abbey," compiled almost entirely, as stated by 
Mr. Gresley, from the works of Dr. Stukely, from whose sketches, 
also, the drawings, by which it was illustrated, were copied. The 
extracts gave long versions of the legends relative to S. Guthlac. 
He concluded by regretting the neglect and desecration of the 
Abbey.*

* This Paper, with copious Illustrations, was afterwards published by the Rev. J. 
M. Gresley, and by an arrangement with him each member of this Society had a 
copy gratis.
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and to express a hope that I may be able to do something to 
deserve the distinction.

Votes of thanks to Mr. Potter for his Paper, to the Exhibitors, 
and to the Chairman, terminated the proceedings.

September llth, 1855.

THE EXCURSION.

THE carriages were soon out of the town, rattling along the Groby 
turnpike. By some oversight the visit to the " Bird's Nest," near 
the Frith, was omitted; so the party proceeded onward to Kirby 
Muxloe. Here, the line of vehicles halted in succession at the 
gateway leading down to the ruined Castle ; and as each vehicle 
discharged its occupants the group became larger, until at last it 
formed a considerable crowd—there being not less than fifty or 
sixty ladies and gentlemen in the party. Among the company 
were the principal visitors of the previous day, including those 
from Northamptonshire.

At the request of the honorary secretary of the society, Mr. 
Thompson briefly addressed the party, giving a few facts in con 
nection with the history of the building. He stated that it was 
erected after the conclusion of the Civil Wars of the fifteenth 
century, known as the Wars of the Hoses. That was a period 
•when the strong castles of the feudal barons were no longer neces 
sary, but when a regard for defence was found requisite, as well as 
provision for domestic comfort. The castle was erected by the 
first Lord Hastings, the companion and favourite of Edward the 
Fourth, to whom that monarch had granted licenses to build 
castles at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Kirby Muxloe, and Bagworth. The 
castle at Ashby-de-la-Zouch all had probably seen ; that was on a 
scale of magnitude surpassing Kirby Muxloe, the latter having 
more the character of a rural residence. With respect to the 
architectural features of the edifice, he was speaking in the presence 
of gentlemen who understood them better than he did, and there 
fore he would leave them unexplained.

Mr. Flower mentioned that he had been told by the late Mr. 
Winstanley, that he remembered a group of towers at the north 
end of the ruins, similar to those now standing at the south end, 
but his father wanting bricks for a barn pulled them down. Mr. 
Winstanley himself, however, disapproved of the proceeding, and 
made some efforts to preserve the remains.

The inspection of Kirby Castle being concluded, the party pro 
ceeded on its route to Ratby—some of the visitors being of opinion 
that the architecture was of a later date than that of the licence to
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erect it, namely 1474; this topic was freely discussed among them 
•while on their way to " Ratby burrow."

On their arrival here, the Archaeologists at once proceeded to 
inspect the Roman encampment. The decided and well-developed 
outlines of the agger and vallum, all round the area (comprising 
between nine and tea acres), struck the observation of every visitor, 
and left no doubt in any mind relative to the original design of 
these earthworks. On arriving at the extremity of it, Mr. Thomp 
son was again requested by several members of the party to give 
them a few words on the nature of the work before them, which be 
did, illustrating his observations by pointing out the shape and 
position of the encampment, in relation to the surrounding scenery. 
Mr. Thompson gave it as his opinion that it had been formed in 
the middle of the first century of the Christian era, while the 
Romans had been engaged in the subjugation of this island—that 
it had been constructed in the midst of a hostile population—and 
that it had probably been afterwards retained by the Romans as a 
summer encampment for the purposes of military drill and parade, 
and to keep alive a martial spirit amongst the soldiery.

The ground having been perambulated, the visitors again took 
their places in the carriages, and were rapidly whirled to Groby 
Castle, where Mr. Breedon Everard received them with his usual 
old English hospitality, and provided refreshment in the arbour of 
his garden. Several of the party ascended the mound on which 
the keep formerly stood, and made sketches of different parts of 
the building.

The visit to the castle having occupied a short time, the cortege 
was again in motion, and in a few minutes was skirting Groby pool. 
Many of the visitors broke into exclamations of delight, as its clear 
and smooth expanse suddenly lay exposed before them—its beauty 
being enhanced by the varied masses of colour which diversified 
the surface and that of its banks, as it lay apparently basking in 
the beautiful sunshine. When the carriages arrived at Newtown, 
the principal portion of the visitors at once took their way by the 
church, and through the valley, covered with its fine old oaks and 
ferns, to the ruins of Bradgate.

Here the chapel was opened for their inspection. On returning 
to Newtown, the party found that host Beck had provided for them 
an ample board of cold meat, which furnished a most satisfactory 
luncheon, to which justice was not figuratively, but literally and 
earnestly, done by every one of the guests.

Again, after a sufficient interval had been allowed, the archaeo 
logists and their friends returned to their carriages, which rolled 
along rapidly to Ulverscroft Priory. Here the remains were care 
fully and fully examined, and the situation of the ancient pulpit, 
formerly standing in the refectory, was pointed out. The party 
seemed pleased with the picture presented, but many of them
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wished they had been on the spot before the stacks had been 
raised so as to intercept the view of the former nave and chancel 
of the priory.

The next place visited was Rothley Temple, where remains are 
still to be seen of the chapel connected with the mansion, on the 
site which was once the Preceptory of the Knights Templars. 
The church was also examined, with the ancient cross near the 
chancel, of which so many conjectures—all hitherto unsatisfactory 
—have been formed.

From Rothley the party drove homewards, arriving at the Bell 
Hotel at six o'clock, some of the visitors having arranged for their 
departure by a train leaving Leicester about that time.

October 29lh, 1855. 
THE Rev. R. Stephens, in the chair.

The Rev. F. Thorp, rector of Burton Overy, and Mr. Alfred 
Ellis, of Belgrave, were elected members.

Mr. T. L. Walker presented to the society an historical account 
of the church of Ilkeston, Derbyshire, compiled by himself; 
together with a lithographic print of it, as recently restored from 
his designs, and under his superintendence.

Mr. G. H. Nevinson proposed that the Rev. J. M. Gresley be 
requested to allow his paper upon Croyland Abbey, compiled from 
the unpublished writings of Dr. Stukeley, and read at the late 
public meeting of the Society, to be printed with the Report in the 
volume of " Transactions," &c., of the Architectural Societies. Mr. 
Gresley expressed his willingness to do so, provided that it could 
be illustrated by a sufficient number of prints from Stukeley's 
drawings. It was also proposed that Mr. Thompson's paper upon 
Local Heraldry, read upon the same occasion, should be printed. 
The Secretaries were instructed to make the necessary enquiries 
respecting the expense which it would involve, previously to any 
final decision.

Mr. Thompson exhibited a fibula and arrow-head, recently dis 
covered in a Saxon interment in a neighbouring county. The 
excavations are likely to be continued, the results of which he hoped 
to communicate at a future meeting.

The Rev. R. Burnaby exhibited a silver ring, dug up in 1820, 
at Shudy Camps, Cambridgeshire, inscribed »j< LoVE-AND-oBAY. 
The letter R, with which it is stamped inside, was the Assay Office 
letter for the year 1594.

Mr. G. H. Nevinson exhibited a small bronze figure, seated, 
with a ring attached to the hinder part of it, from which four short
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chains, with small staples at the ends of them, are suspended. 
Also four third brass Roman coins; two of them of Constantius 
and Crispus.

Mr. T. Nevinson exhibited a door of an Aumbrey in oak, con 
taining a representation of a winged person, perhaps S. Michael, 
surrounded by dragons' heads, intertwined with foliage. The 
carving is rude in execution, and appears to be probably of the 
thirteenth century. The iron hinges upon it are good, and worthy 
of imitation.

Mr. Ingram produced, for more minute inspection, some objects 
of curiosity lately exhibited at the public meeting of the Society. 
They are the property of John Marriott, Esq., of Beeby, and were 
found four or five years ago, about two and a-half feet below the 
surface of an old grass field in that parish, when being drained. 
They consist of a necklace, three fibulae, and three hooks-and-eyes, 
from a Saxon interment. The bones were reduced to powder, but 
a few teeth were preserved. The necklace consists of seventy 
beads, varying in size from a peppercorn to one and a-half inch in 
diameter, and of various shapes. The largest are of glass, or 
crystal, and amber; the smallest, of semi-transparent blue glass. 
Others are like red pottery inlaid with yellow and green; white, 
ornamented with red and blue; or black, with yellow and red. 
The two largest of the fibulas are above four inches long. The 
hooks-and-eyes are of silver, the part for sewing them to the dress 
being large.

The Rev. J. M. Gresley read the following Paper, containing 
Abstracts of several Charters relating to Gracedieu Priory, Leices 
tershire, not noticed by either Dugdale or Nichols. He also 
exhibited some of the original documents, two of them from among 
the evidences of Lord Ferrers, who had kindly lent them. One 
has a large fragment of the Common seal remaining appendant. 
Mr. Gresley produced drawings of the Privy seal of the first 
Prioress, and of the Common or Chapter seal of the House; the 
former from the print of it in Nichols' Leicestershire,* the latter, 
hitherto, we believe, unpublished.

GRACEDIEU PRIORY.
THE Priory of Gfacedieu, in Latin " de Gratia Dei," was founded 
about 24 Hen. III. (A.D. 1239-40,) by lady Roesia de Verdun, of 
Alton Castle, Staffordshire, for Nuns of the Order of St. Augustine. 
It is not my intention here to repeat its fortunes and misfortunes, 
which may be found in the works of Nichols and Potter, but to

- West Gosc. Hund. PI. Ixxxvii., fig. 8.
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1823, from an impression in red wax attached to the deed of the 
surrender of the priory in the Augmentation Office, dated Oct. 27th, 
30 Henry VIII., A D. 1538 ; with some deficiencies supplied from 
the impressions to lord Ferrers' and the Harleian charters, and 
from a cast by Mr. Doubleday.

December 31s/, 1855. 
E. B. HARTOPP, Esq. in the chair.

Letters were read from Sir Henry Dryden, Bart., Mr. M. H. 
Bloxam, and the Revs. J. L. Petit, and G. A. Poole, expressing 
their gratification on being elected honorary members of the society.

Mr. Warren Lindley was elected a member; and Mr. Alfred 
Ellis added to the committee.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Council of the Leicester 
Literary and Philosophical Society, for a present of their volume 
of Papers and Report for the year 1855.

A Memorial was read and signed, addressed to the Treasury 
respecting the sale of the important collection of London Antiquities 
formed by Mr. C. Roach Smith, and now to be disposed of. It 
•was stated that they had been offered to the Treasury for ;£3000.; 
but the purchase having been declined, they are now to be dis 
persed by public auction. The object of the memorial was to urge 
the importance of the entire collection being secured for the benefit 
of the nation.

It having been explained that Mr. Gresley's Paper upon Croy- 
land Abbey could not accompany the Report, &c., of the Society 
in the collected volume of " Transactions," a resolution was passed 
that, with the writer's permission, it should be printed for the 
members in accordance with Rule 15.

The committee meetings in future were fixed for half-past 
twelve o'clock.

The Rev. R. Burnaby exhibited a rosary of glass beads and 
metal, and a small crucifix of mother-of-pearl.

Mr. T. Nevinson exhibited an ancient pair of oak bellows, 
having a coat of arms with supporters, helmet, and crest carved 
upon one side of them, apparently foreign.

Mr. Gresley produced a massive gold signet ring, weighing 
16dwt. 17gr., engraved with a cross, and the letters <R. Jb- I* was 
discovered in 1847, during the excavations for the Syston and 
Peterborough railway, on the site of the Benedictine Nunnery at 
Stamford. The navvy who found it sold it to a brother labourer 
for sixpence, by whom it was disposed of again for ten shillings.

Mr. Gvcsley also exhibited an heraldic manuscript volume con 
taining drawings of the armorial bearings and seals of the town of
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Leicester, followed by those of the nobility and gentry of the 
county, in the year 1619, when W. Camden, Clarencieux, made a 
Visitation of Leicestershire by his deputies Sampson Lennard, 
Bluemantle, and Augustin Vincent, Rouge Rose, Pursuivants. It 
commences,—" These are the armes and towne Seales vsed by the 
maior and B...... of the Boroughe of Leicester, which now is
in Corporated by the n ... of Mayor, Baylies, and Burgesses of 
the said Boroughe of Lei ...... and Enabled with Manie great
preiuledges and large Mounimentes [by] Manie of The aunciente 
Kinges of Englande, and Since Conformed And enlarged by Kinge 
James that now is ded. Of which Saide borogh at the tyme of 
this present Visitation, viz : 23 Septembris, 1619, was Maior of the 
sad Towne, Nicholas Gillott; and Will. Morton Will™ Tue, 
Thomas Erick, and Tho : Pusey, were Justes of the peace within 
the sad Borighe; & John Willney and William hunt, Barliffe 
there; and John Freeman, Steward; John Tattan and John 
Norrice, Chamb'lains; and Fraunces haruie esqe: Sirgante of the 
Lawe, Recorder of the sad Borough. Which sad Francis harui is 
since one of the Justices of his Maujesties Cort of Cher place [?] 
and Westmi'."

Among the armorial bearings are those of Hartopp, Abney, 
Appleby, Sherard, Hazlerigg, Pochin, Keble, Belgrave, Farnham, 
Danvers, Dixie, Cave, Beaumont, Brudnell, and Beresford. Inter 
spersed are short pedigrees; also, notices of the period when the 
grants or confirmations of the arms were made, and the names of 
the heralds who granted or confirmed them. From page 52 to 
100 is a collection of miscellaneous arms of a later date, followed 
by the armorial bearings of the city of London, and about eighty 
of the various companies of tradesmen.
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February 25///, 1856.

THE Rev. G. E. Gillett in the chair.
A letter was read from the Treasury in reply to the Memorial sent 

by the Society, stating that the authorities at the British Museum 
having been consulted respecting the purchase of the London 
Antiquities offered for sale by Mr. C. Roach Smith, it had been 
determined to decline that gentleman's offer at the price required.

The Secretary informed the meeting that the Rev. J. L. Petit 
had presented to the Library of the Society copies of his valuable 
illustrated works, " Remarks on Church Architecture," 2 vols., 1841, 
and " Architectural Studies in France," 1854. A vote of thanks 
was passed to the author for his kindness.

The Revs. M. Osborn, rector of Kibworth, W. B. Moore, 
vicar of Eviiigton, G. Knight, vicar of Hungerton; and Messrs. 
J. T. Woodhouse, of Over Seile, and G. C. Neale, were elected 
members. Mr. Osborn and Mr. Neale were added to the Committee.

The Secretary complained that several subscriptions due for 
1855 still remained unpaid.

Mr. Thompson expressed a wish that something could be done 
in order to the Society's opinion being taken upon designs for new 
churches, schools, &c. He mentioned an instance in which a 
subscription had been given or promised to a new school, upon 
condition that the designs should be laid before the Society, but 
at present they had not appeared. Mr. Denton alluded to the new 
church intended to be built at Blackfordby. He said that it was in 
contemplation to build it of brick. This several members thought 
would be objectionable and prove very unsatisfactory, unless 
carried out with stone quoins.

Mr. G. H. Nevinson exhibited some encaustic tiles and frag 
ments of stained glass discovered at Leicester Abbey, and read an 
interesting paper upon the supposed site of the Monastic Church, 
which he purposed to continue at a future meeting.
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Mr. Thompson exhibited a Roman jar of the description 
known as an unguent jar, of Castor wave, found in the neigh 
bourhood of Leicester. The height of 
it is about four inches, and the sides are 
ornamented with a wavy pattern of a 
lighter coloured clay than the jar itself. 
He also produced the bronze head of a 
Roman spear about five inches in length, 
from Skeffington, Leicestershire.

Mr. Bellairs exhibited a metal tablet, 
about eight inches long by five wide, with 
a representation of the Adoration of the 
Shepherds, one of whom carried bagpipes. 
In the background is a porch of Italian 
architecture, upon which is inscribed the 
maker's name, FARM. INVENT.; and 
in another place is the date 1561. Prob 
ably it once formed the side of the binding 
of a religious book.

Mr. Gresley exhibited a sketch of a 
stone coffin recently discovered in Lich- 
field Cathedral, and a portion of coarse brown woollen cloth found 
in it, in which had been buried one of the bishops of Lichfield 
and Coventry. Mr. Gresley proceeded to shew that this was 
Bishop Alexander de Savensby, or Stavenby, (who died A.D. 1238,) 
buried in the habit of the Franciscan Friars, of whom he was a 
patron.

It was resolved that each member attending the Committee 
Meetings be requested to bring with him for exhibition some object 
of interest or curiosity; together with an account of the same in 
writing, in order that it may be properly described in the minutes 
of the Society: and that this resolution be printed with the circu 
lars calling the meetings.

April 28lh, 1856. 
THE Rev. G. E. Gillett in the chair.

A letter was read from the Rev. T. James, stating that it was in 
contemplation to have a joint meeting of the Northamptonshire, 
Bedfordshire, St. Albans, and other Architectural Societies at 
St. Albans in June. It was resolved by the Committee that, in 
consideration of the distance, it would not be advisable for them 
to join, as a Society, in the proposed arrangements; but that any 
members of the Leicestershire Society who might be desirous of 
attending could do so upon signifying their wishes to the Secretary.
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A design for the new Town Hall at Rugby by Mr. Millican 
was exhibited.

A ground plan of proposed alterations in the Church of Thed- 
dingworth, Leicestershire, was considered. The Committee sug 
gested that some improvement might be made in the position of 
the lectern and seats against the Chancel Arch.

Mr. Goddard laid before the Committee plans of a new Church 
to be built at Kilby, Leicestershire, and drawings of the old one, 
which is falling to pieces. Several improvements were considered 
by the Committee to be very desirable; e.g. that all the best part of 
the Church should not be occupied by the appropriated pews, but 
that at least a portion there should be left free; and also that a row of 
seats immediately in front of the Chancel should be removed, and 
instead of them that the seats in the nave should be extended 
further eastward. If a little variety could be introduced into the 
tracery of the windows it would much improve the general appear 
ance of the Church.

Mr. Gillett laid upon the table plans and elevations of cottages, 
and several very effective architectural drawings, by W. J. Gillett, 
Esq., which were much admired.

Mr. Thompson exhibited a collection of Roman antiquities 
recently discovered at Hallaton, Leicestershire; and also some 
Anglo-Saxon weapons and ornaments of a female found at North 
Luffenham, Rutlandshire. The description of these, read by Mr. 
Thompson, was as follows:—

ROMAN AND ANGLO-SAXON ANTIQUITIES.
I HAVE to lay before the Committee two small collections of anti 
quities. The first consists of relics of the Roman inhabitants of 
Leicestershire, during the period when this island was under the 
sway of that people. The articles about to be exhibited were 
found in the neighbourhood of Hallaton, on land 
belonging to Mr. Simkin, and near to the pro 
perty of Lord Berners, close to the "Ram's Head 
Spinney." They are varied in character, and 
their discovery is a novelty in our archaeological 
experiences in Leicestershire. The relics may 
be classified according to the materials of which 
they are composed.

First, I will mention the vessels and fragments 
of glass. Of these three are lachrymatories— 
small bottles so called from the supposition 
that the tears of mourners were collected in 
them, at the burial of the dead in Roman 
times. One of these is complete—the other two 
are the bulbs only of the bottles. The Abbe _—,—--.,.
»•. . . . iii i T »T »• or Unguentana.halisizsCocnet, in his valuable work on La Normandie of original.
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June 30th, 1856. 
THE Rev. R. Burnaby in the chair.

The Rev. J. H. Hill was elected a member of the Society.
A financial committee was appointed to prepare a statement of 

the accounts for the past year.
It was resolved that notice of future meetings of the committee 

should be given by advertisements in the Leicester Papers.
The neighbourhood of Melton Mowbray was fixed upon for the 

annual excursion of the Society in preference to Ashby de la Zouch : 
and a sub-committee (consisting of Messrs. W. Latham, G. H. Nev- 
inson, J. Thompson, V. Wing, and the Secretaries) was appointed 
for making the requisite arrangements for the annual meeting.

The Rev. J. Denton exhibited a sheet of drawings by the Rev. 
W. H. Coleman of third brass Roman coins of the Emperor Galli- 
enus, Victorinus, Tetricus, and Claudius, in the third century. 
They were discovered in 1818, about a mile north east of Ashby 
de la Zouch, upon a high point of ground in the Lawn Hills, by 
some labourers who were ploughing. The plough struck the brass 
rim of the larger of two urns which were filled with them. The 
field is now called " Money Hill." This discovery may indicate 
the route of the Roman Via Devana from Colchester to Chester, 
which has not yet been satisfactorily traced across the western part 
of Leicestershire and the adjacent parts of Derbyshire and Stafford 
shire.

Mr. T. Nevinson exhibited some fragments of stained glass 
from Bottesford church: among them were the head of an ecclesi 
astic with a nimbus, and a hand of good execution.

Mr. Neale exhibited several crown pieces of the seventeenth, 
eighteenth, and present centuries, all in excellent preservation, 
some of them being proofs. The die of the crown piece of Oliver 
Cromwell, executed by the celebrated artist Thomas Simon, (the 
engraver of the valuable Petition-Crown of king Charles the Second) 
broke after a few had been struck; and by careful observation a 
line or crack may be seen across the neck. The art of coin en 
graving retrograded rather than advanced through several subse 
quent reigns; and probably but little improvement can be observed 
until the crown piece of George the Third, produced by that justly 
celebrated artist Pistrncci, whose name in small letters appears on 
its obverse and reverse. The crown piece of Anne and George 
the First were struck from silver found in Wales, and therefore 
bear on the reverse the Feathers, the cognizance of the Prince of 
Wales. The crown piece of queen Victoria may perhaps, from its 
richness of design and artistic skill, be pronounced a work of 
unrivalled beauty.

Mr. Gresley exhibited four signet rings. One of brass, found a
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few weeks ago at the Short Heath, Over Seile, Leicestershire, had 
the arms of the Commonwealth rudely engraved upon it, the cross 
of S. George impaling the harp of Ireland. Two others of silver 
and one of brass, of the fourteenth or fifteenth centuries had the 
letters a, I, and Ifc; the I and i& being crowned. Examples of 
this kind of seal are engraved in Fisher's Antiquities at Stratford- 
upon-Avon.

July 21*<, 1856. 
ADJOURNED Committee Meeting, the Rev. R. Burnaby in the chair.

Arrangements were made for the Annual Meeting and Excursion, 
viz., on Tuesday, 9th September, a Public Meeting in the New 
Hall, Leicester, at two o'clock; after which a temporary museum to 
be there opened ; an ordinary at the Bell Hotel at six o'clock; an 
evening meeting at eight o'clock for the reading of papers.

On the following day an Excursion to be made from Leicester 
to Melton Mowbray, visiting Kirby Sellers, Great and Little Dalby, 
Burrow Hill, and Burton Lazars.

August 25th, 1856. 
THE Rev. J. M. Gresley in the chair.

The Rev. R. Burnaby, Mr. G. H. Nevinson, and Mr. G. C. 
Bellairs, were added to the Committee appointed to make arrange 
ments for the Annual Meeting on the 9th and 10th of September, 
a programme of which has been sent to each member of the Society.

Some conversation took place respecting the rebuilding of the 
church of Humberstone, which is now in contemplation under the 
direction of Mr. Brandon, architect, in consequence of an opinion 
being expressed that this church might be restored instead of being 
rebuilt. The Committee were unanimous in thinking that the de 
molition of our ancient ecclesiastical buildings, unless positively 
unavoidable, is extremely to be regretted.

At the suggestion of the Rev. S. G. Bellairs, it was resolved 
that members of the Society be invited to contribute photographs, 
sketches, &c., in Leicestershire, and that a book be purchased for 
the purpose of preserving such contributions.

Mr. G. C. Bellairs exhibited some coins, among which was a 
scarce denarius of Antoninus found near the Foss Way at Nar- 
borough: obverse, the head of the emperor, circumscribed, ANTO- 
NINVS. AVG. PIVS. S.P.P. ; reverse, a female, standing, 
holding a rudder, COS. IIII. Also several deeds of the thirteenth
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century from the muniment room of the Corporation of Leicester, 
abstracts of which he is engaged in taking. They consist chiefly 
of grants to the Corporation, and among the witnesses to them 
occur the names of many ecclesiastics, oity officers, and members 
of the ancient town and county families.

Mr. Neale exhibited proofs of the Barbadoes penny and half 
penny ; obverse, the bust of a negro in profile with a plume of 
feathers—reverse, king George the Third in the character of 
Neptune, seated in a car drawn by sea horses : a noble of Edward 
the Third, a good specimen of his fourth coinage (nobles of his 
second and third coinages, weighing some grains heavier than his 
fourth, are rare: the coin has © in the centre of the reverse, the 
former ones have HL, for London): an Angel of Henry the Eighth, a 
scarce coin, having an amulet " or gun hole" in the side of the 
ship, mint mark, a fleur-de-lis: a milled shilling of Elizabeth, in 
very fine preservation, from the Bentham cabinet, mint mark, a 
mullet of six points.

Mr. Nevinson exhibited a specimen of Etruscan ware, orna- 
'mented with a winged figure: a drawing of the monument of a 
priest in Castle-Donington church: and a facsimile of the name of 
Bradshaw, the regicide, cut or scratched (among those of other 
parliamentarians) upon the right leg of the alabaster effigy of 
Robert Hasylrig, esq., in the same church; thus,—" Bradshaw 
februr 20 1655 Memento Mei Hie Scripsit."

Mr. Gresley exhibited an old watch, of open filagree work in 
silver; a representation of which is given on plate xxxiv of the 
first volume of prints issued in 1855 by the Anastatic Drawing 
Society. Also, the ornamented handle of (apparently) some 
cooking utensil of bronze, probably Saxon, found near the remains 
of an ancient kiln, discovered at Church Gresley, Derbyshire, in 
1853.

September 9th, 1856. 

ANNUAL MEETING.—NEW HALL, LEICESTER.

GENERAL Meeting, E. B. Hartopp, Esq., in the chair.
The Rev. Lord Alwyn Compton was elected an honorary 

member.
Mr. T. Ingram (Hon. Sec.) read the following Report:—
" Your Committee, at the close of the second year's existence 

of the Society, congratulate the members on its satisfactory condi 
tion. The number of subscribers continues to increase, and the 
operations of the Society have been steadily pursued during the
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last year, the meetings of the Committee having been well attended, 
and produced much interest to the members.

"In order, however, to increase the efficiency of the Society's 
operations, the Committee recommend a few alterations in the 
Rules, and principally in Rule VIII., which it is proposed shall stand 
as follows:—

"' That meetings of the members be held the last Monday in 
every alternate month, and a General Meeting in each year, pre 
vious to the Public Meetings; and that at such General Meeting 
the Committee be elected, the Accounts be passed, and the yearly 
Report presented; and such new Rules, or alterations in the Rules, 
proposed and made, as may be thought necessary.'

" The Committee also recommend that Rules XI. and XII. be 
altered and amended as follows :—

"' XI.—That the Public Meetings of the Society be holden at 
such times and places as shall be appointed by the Committee.

"'XII.—That the Committee meet at the times and places 
which they themselves may appoint.'

" Your Committee record with regret the resignation of his 
office of Secretary by Mr. Ingram, to whom the Society is much 
indebted for his valuable and zealous services; but they think his 
place will be efficiently supplied by Mr. G. C. Bellairs, who has 
kindly consented to fill the vacant post."

The Rev. R. Stephens moved the adoption of the Report, which 
was seconded by Mr. G. C. Bellairs, and agreed to.

Resolved, That the Proceedings, Rules, and Objects of the 
Society be advertised in the public local papers under the direction 
of the Committee once a year.

The Treasurer's Accounts for the year were audited and allowed.
The Committee for the ensuing year were elected.
A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the business of 

the Meeting.
A MUSEDM was opened in the New Hall, which contained a 

variety of objects of architectural and archaeological interest, ex 
hibited by many members and friends of the Society.

A Public Dinner took place at the Bell Hotel, and at eight 
o'clock in the evening a PUBLIC MEETING was held in the New 
Hall, the Rev. R. Stephens (in the absence of E. B. Hartopp, Esq.) 
in the chair. The Chairman called upon Mr. James Thompson to 
read a paper upon

LEICESTER CASTLE.
MR. THOMPSON commenced by remarking that we have few Remains 
of Saxon defensive structures—our ancestors relying more upon 
the personal valour of their troops than upon fortified buildings.
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After the usual votes of thanks, &c., the Meeting separated, and 
the Excursionists went to view the church; they then proceeded 
to BURTON LAZARS, where Mr. V. Wing pointed out the salient 
features of the church, attention being specially called to the Bell 
Turret, in which the bells are exposed to public view. Burton 
Lazars is so called from a hospital for leprous persons formerly 
existing there. This hospital was founded by Roger de Mow- 
bray, in the reign of Henry I., in honor of the Virgin Mary and 
S. Lazarus, and was the chief of all the Lazar bouses in England. 
A spring of water, supposed to be efficacious in cases of leprosy, 
existed near the church.*

Dalby hall and church were next visited. The church had 
lately been rebuilt by Mr. Hartopp, at his own cost. Both that 
and the hall, at which very extensive works have been carried on, 
were much admired. The party next pursued their course to 
Burrow Hill, the encampment upon which, Mr. Thompson con 
sidered, was not in the first instance of Roman but of British 
origin, and that the Romans, finding it already existing, appro 
priated it to themselves. Great Dalby and Kirby Belers were visited 
on the return of the party to Leicester.

October 27'th, 1856. 

MR. G. H. NEVINSON in the chair.
In conformity with recent arrangements of the Society, this was 

a Meeting open to all the Members and their friends. The order 
of business has been reversed, and the exhibition of antiquities 
and reading of papers now comes first, after which follows the 
Committee Meeting for the transaction of the financial and other 
affairs of the Society. The presence of several visitors showed 
that this arrangement is likely to prove advantageous.

and color, through the liberality of Robert Day, Esq., M.D., and other members of 
his family. (1863.)

* This spring of water, the salutary properties of which had probably been one 
cause of the erection here of the ancient hospital, had been neglected and its 
medicinal properties forgotten until the latter part of the eighteenth century, when 
it was searched for, found, and a small building erected on tie left hand of the high 
way leading to Little Dalby, on the outskirts of the village, containing a pump and 
bath for the use of invalids. Very many tested the healing effect of the water, and 
according to the long list of cures preserved by Throsby in his " Excursions," very 
many received great and lasting benefit, especially those afflicted with skin diseases. 
Even within the last twenty years persons have sent to Burton for bottles of its 
water. The spring, however, was again neglected, the pump broken, and only about 
a year ago the building was taken down,—the last reminder of the time when the 
sufferings of the poor lepers were alleviated, and perhaps their disease removed, by 
drinking or bathing in the waters of Burton Saint Lazarus.—T. NORTH. (1862.)
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Mr. Thompson produced, in lieu of some Roman pottery which 
he had expected, a manuscript belonging to the Leicester Town 
Library. Though lettered on the back as a manuscript Missal, it 
appeared to be a series of Homilies in English upon the Gospels 
for the Sundays and Holy^days throughout the year. The date of 
it is probably the fifteenth century. It may have been used in one 
of the religious houses of Leicester before the Reformation, and 
shortly after the dispersion of their books have found its way into 
the Town Library, which contains other valuable manuscripts.

Mr. Neale exhibited the fine sovereign of old standard gold of 
Queen Elizabeth, representing her seated on her throne, mint mark 
an escalop; and another sovereign, mint mark a woolpack, with 
the Queen's head in profile : both in excellent preservation.

Mr. Webster exhibited some fragments of glass mosaics, which 
he picked up in the mosque of S. Sophia, Constantinople, in the 
month of June, 1848, from among the rubbish lying on the floor 
of the building, which was then undergoing repairs. They were 
bits of glass, of different colours, some of them gilt, roughly em 
bedded in plaster. The gilding appears to have been effected by 
gold-leaf being introduced between a thick and a thin layer of 
glass. Wyatt, in his " Mosaics," says that glass Mosaic came up 
at Constantinople soon after the seat of the empire was removed 
thither, which was A.D. 329. These specimens, to judge from the 
rudeness of their execution, were perhaps of the age of Justinian, 
who rebuilt the church of S. Sophia A.D. 531-538, on the site of 
two former churches which had been burnt down.

Mr. T. Nevinson laid before the Meeting some exquisite photo 
graphic views recently purchased abroad, viz. 1, the cathedral and 
leaning campanile at Pisa from the south-west; 2, an exterior view 
of the baptistery at Pisa; 3, the pulpit in the baptistery; 4, the 
campanile of the cathedral at Florence; 5, the north door of the 
same cathedral; 6, the principal doors of the baptistery at Florence ; 
7, the principal front of the old palace at Florence.

Mr. Gresley exhibited some silver medals of King Charles the 
First. 1, a small one commemorative of the marriage of the King 
and Henrietta Maria with their busts in profile: reverse, a winged 
figure scattering flowers, circumscribed FVNDIT . AMOR . LI LI A . 
MIXTA . KOSIS . 1625. 2, a rather larger medal, by N. Briot, with 
the King's bust: reverse, a ship in full sail, with the legend NEC .. 
META . MIHI . QVM . TERMiNVS . ORBi. 1630. 3, a thin medal with 
a ring to suspend it by, with the King's bust in high relief: engraved 
reverse, the royal arms, crown, and garter. 4, the King's bust, 
with the legend SVCCESSOR VERVS VTRIVSQVE : reverse, an animal 
in flames, apparently with the neck cut through, and the legend 
CONSTANTIA C^SARIS . JAN 30 1648, being the day of the King's 
martyrdom. Mr. Gresley also exhibited a cast of the same King's 
Oxford Crown with a view of the city under the horse.
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The Chairman reported to the Meeting the result of some 
further excavations in the Abbey grounds at Leicester, by which 
the foundation of old walls have been exposed to view; but at 
present it was impossible to assign them to any particular buildings 
of the Abbey. His remarks were illustrated by two plans by Mr. 
Millican.

COMMITTEE MEETING : 
Mr. George H. Nevinson, in the chair.

A letter was read from the Rev. Lord Alwyne Compton, 'in 
acknowledgment of his having been elected an Honorary Member 
of this Society, at its Annual Meeting on the 9th of September 
last.

Mr. James Jacques, of Birstall House, near Leicester, was 
proposed and elected a member.

The Secretary produced and read a long correspondence from 
the General Secretary of the Joint Publication of Reports 
Committee, concerning the different items of expense incurred 
by this Society therein.

A lengthy discussion followed respecting the cost of the Society's 
share in the volume of Reports and Papers for last year, issued 
jointly by the Northamptonshire, Yorkshire, and other Architectural 
Societies. Mr. Thompson gave notice that at the next Meeting 
he should formally propose that the Leicestershire Society withdraw 
from its present connection with the above-mentioned publication, 
and print annually for the members a volume of their owu papers 
and proceedings.

Mr. Gresley informed the Committee that Stukeley's Account 
of Croyland Abbey, read by him at the General Meeting last year, 
and printed at their request, was now completed.

Resolved: that a copy be sent to each member of this Society 
for the year 1855; and that the Secretary be supplied with a 
sufficient number of copies for that purpose.

A vote of thanks was cordially passed to E. B. Hartopp, Esq., 
for his courteous and hospitable reception of the Society at his 
mansion, Little Dalby Hall, during their late annual excursion.

The transaction of some financial business closed the meeting.

December 29th, 1856. 
THE Rev. Robert Burnaby in the chair.

The Rev. J. M. Gresley exhibited an antique gold finger ring 
with the legend of S. Christopher engraved thereon.

Mr. T. Nevinson produced a rubbing of a brass of William de
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Aldeburgh. The figure represented on a bracket, and is supposed 
to have been engraved for the purpose of being fixed to the wall.

The Rev. M. Webster exhibited a pardon granted by Charles II. 
to Colonel Kelsey, one of the Parliamentary Generals for the part 
he had taken in the Civil War. Also several Commissions from 
Cromwell, &c. &c.

COMMITTEE MEETING:
A letter was read from the Rev. E. Trollope, on behalf of the 

Lincolnshire Architectural Society, inviting this Society to join in 
an intended meeting of several Architectural and Archaeological 
Societies at Lincoln, in the spring of next year.

It was agreed that this invitation be accepted, and the Secre 
tary was directed to write to that effect to Mr. Trollope.

The Rev. T. Jones and Mr. M. J. Joyce were elected Members 
for 1857.

A discussion relative to the publication of the Transactions of 
this Society terminated the proceedings.
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February 23rd, 1857.

THE REV. G. E. GILLETT in the chair.

THE CHAIRMAN exhibited some clever anastatic prints, by 
W. J. Gillett, Esq., of the Churches of Waltham-on-the-Wolds, 
and Chadwell, Leicestershire, and of Canterbury Cathedral; also 
some exemplifications of legal tenures, &c.

MR. THOMAS NEVINSON laid before the Meeting a very beautiful 
rubbing of the memorial brass of John Martyn, a judge of the King's 
Bench, and Anna, his wife, in Graveney Church, Kent. This large 
and fine brass comprises the effigy of the judge and his lady beneath 
a rich double canopy. The judge is represented in his official 
robes, with a coif upon his bead,—judges being originally ecclesi 
astics, wore the coif to cover the tonsure. His feet rest upon a 
lion; and in his hand he holds a heart, inscribed with the words 
IHU. MCY. The lady is habited in a kirtle under a mantle, and 
has the horned head-dress of the period. She was the daughter 
and heiress of John Boteler, of Ewell Court, Esq. She survived 
the judge (who died A.D. 1436), and also a second husband, 
Thomas Borgeys, Esq., and died A.D. 1458. In the spandrils of 
the canopy, between the pinnacles and the finials, were four shields 
of arms: of these one only now remains, and bears the name of 
Boteler or Butler. (Vide BouteWs Monumental Brasses.)

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEV produced a portion of a monumental 
brass consisting of the representation of a man in the dress of a 
civilian, probably of the time of Elizabeth. It was purchased 
some years ago, at an auctioneer's in Oxford, but its original locality 
is not known.

MR. JAMES THOMPSON exhibited the metal matrix of the seal of 
Roger Dyvett, lately found in a garden in Princess Street, Leices 
ter. In place of armorial bearings, it has his merchant's mark,—a 
shield charged with a cross, and above it another cross with a 
banner, around which is the inscription S. ROGIER. DYVET.
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SHEEPSHEAD.
O.—Joseph Bruxhy of ... ... a Sheep's Head.

*K.—Sheepshed 1667 ... ... ..His Halfpeny.

WALTHAM.
O.—Henry Darker 1668 ... . . H. D. 
R.—In Waltham his Halfe Penny.

The reverse is in four lines across the field, and the Token is 
octagonal in shape.— (See Illus. No. 18.)

O.—Henry Darcker .. ... ... His Halfe Peny.
*R.—In Waltham ... ... ... H. D.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited two views—a ground plan 
and details of the ancient mansion at Donington-on-the-Heath, 
in the parish of Ibstock, Leicestershire, and remarked that existing 
remains of Domestic Architecture of the thirteenth century are rare, 
and that this is an unusually perfect example. Donington was 
once the seat of William de Sees, whose daughter and heir married 
Alexander Villers, of Brokesby, Leicestershire, temp. Hen. III., to 
which period this mansion may be assigned. It consists of an 
oblong square, with two buildings projecting from the north side, 
from the western one of which there is a third building projecting 
still further northward. The entrance to the mansion was a 
pointed-arched doorway, reached by an external staircase, which 
led into the principal apartment or hall; below which, on the 
ground floor, was the kitchen. The original windows of the hall 
have been destroyed, with the exception of the small trefoiled light 
shown in the drawing over the present back door. Pointed-arched 
oaken doorways led from the hall into the sleeping rooms in the 
two adjoining projecting buildings. The kitchen on the ground- 
floor had narrow square lights: two of them (blocked up) remain 
in the west wall. Access was had from the hall to the kitchen 
probably by a staircase in the same position as the one now in use: 
whether there was any other entrance to it may be questioned. In 
the north wall of the kitchen is a spacious fire place, having a low 
arch with a chamfered edge. There was perhaps a staircase from 
the upper room of the eastern projection to the room on the ground- 
floor below it, now destroyed; traces of which are discernible. 
The door now leading into this room from the kitchen is modern. 
The lower room in the western projection seems to have had a 
door in the western wall, and to have been unconnected with the 
kitchen and further northern projection. The latter also seems to 
have been a distinct building, with a door in the eastern wall where
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the modern window is, and a staircase, as now, leading to the 
upper room. There are indications of the windows having been 
closed with wooden shutters inside. The large windows with 
mullions, and the roofs are of the seventeenth century. The 
angles of the buildings are of long-and-short work. The barn 
opposite the house is probably coeval with it. Two fields adjoin 
ing are called the Large and Small Parks: another, the Park Mires, 
about three acres, was once a pool.

The views, &c., mentioned above, appeared in the volume of 
the Anastatic Drawing Society, for the year 1856.

The following new members were elected:—
The Rev. J. W. Fletcher, Mr. W. J. Gillett, and Mr. Thomas 

Miller.

April 27th, 1857.

THE REV. G. E. GILLETT in the chair.

MR. THOMAS NEVINSON exhibited a rubbing of the well-known 
brass of Abbot De-la-Mare, from S. Alban's Abbey. Its dimen 
sions are 9 feet 3£ inches by 4 feet 3£ inches, and its whole surface 
is elaborately engraved. Under a rich canopy is the figure of the 
abbot, bearing a pastoral staff with the Agnus Dei in its head; 
his feet resting on two dragons. The robes of the abbot are richly 
embroidered with lions' faces, griffins, and human heads alternately 
with foliage. The canopy is composed of a series of niches con 
taining figures of saints and angels. Under these are two larger 
figures—the one, Offa, king of Mercia, the founder of the Monas 
tery ; and the other, S. Alban. Beneath these, again, are twelve 
niches—six on either side, containing figures of apostles and saints. 
The whole of the background is diapered with trefoils containing 
griffins. The marginal inscription, which has never been com 
pleted, and is in Lombardic letters, runs thus: " Hie jacet Domi- 
nus Thomas quondam Abbas hujus Monasterii." At the corners 
are the evangelistic symbols, and at the sides are shields bearing, 
on a bend, three eagles displayed. The brass is evidently of 
foreign execution, and was engraved some time before the abbot's 
death, probably about 1390; he died in 1396.

MR. NEVINSON also exhibited a rubbing of the brass of Sir 
John D'Aubernoun, from Stoke Dabernon church, Surrey, of the 
date 1277. This brass is supposed to be the oldest example of 
this kind of sepulchral monument in existence, and is the only 
one of the time of Edward I. that is not cross-legged.

MR. G. H. NEVINSON produced part of a saucer-shaped vessel, 
a fragment of Samian ware, found in New Street, Leicester,
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bearing the potter's mark "ROIPV" stamped in the centre. Also, 
a palmer's shell, having fourteen scriptural subjects relating to the 
crucifixion carved upon it in relief.

MR. G. C. NEALE exhibited four coins in remarkably good 
preservation:—a silver penny of William Rufus,'with the legend 
on the reverse, "Leopold on Pine": a silver sixpence and three 
pence of Elizabeth, and a crown of the Commonwealth.

MR. NORTH sent an impression of a curious seal found in 
Bedfordshire, and contributed by way of illustration the following 
short Paper upon

MERCHANTS' MARKS.
I EXHIBIT an impression of an ancient brass seal, found some 
years since, suspended from a hook in a window of an old house 
in Bedfordshire. It evidently belongs to the class of seals known 
to antiquaries as " Merchants' Marks." Seals of this description 
have been used by merchants and traders from a very early period. 
Mr. C. Roach Smith (vide his Collectanea Antigua, vol. III., p. 
198), gives an account of some impressions in lead of Roman 
seals found in Suffolk and elsewhere, which he supposes to have 
been of this description; and specimens of those used by English 
and Continental merchants occasionally met with, or copies of 
their devices found upon tombs, as, for instance, upon the tomb of 
William Canynge, of Bristol, or upon ecclesiastical buildings, as 
in the case of that of Gaulter Framton, merchant, dated 1357, in 
the church of S. John Baptist, Bristol, to which he had probably 
been a benefactor (vide Newton's Display of Heraldry], show 
that they were extensively used by merchants in the middle ages. 

The merchant's mark proper is generally of a very rude 
character, so rude as to lead one to surmise that it might formerly 
have been used by illiterate merchants as a signature, more 
especially as many terminate with a cross ; others, however, are 
formed by a device, the prominent part of which is the initial or 
initials of the owner's name : a mark of this kind is to be seen in 
the old church, at Hull, and an instance will be familiar to the 
student of local history as formerly existing in the window of 
Wiggeston's Hospital, Leicester. Others, again, gave the name 
of the owner round the mark; this occurred, it will be remembered, 
upon the seal of Roger Dyvet exhibited at one of our recent 
meetings.* These marks were usually adopted by those who did 
not bear arms, but the tomb of William Canynge, of Bristol, in 
the church of S. Mary, Redcliffe, already mentioned, shows by

» This curious seal was found in Leicester. Dyvet is a name formerly common 
in Rutland: thus in the Court Roll for the Hundred of Casterton Parva, recording 
the proceedings of the 7th October, 9 Henry VII., Johanna Dyvet is amerced two 
shillings as a common brewer who neither exposed a sign, nor called the frank- 
pledge to taste her beer as she ought. Thomas Burton, gentleman, is amerced two-
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July 2Sth, 1857.

ANNUAL MEETING AND EXCURSION.

AT a special meeting of the Committee, held at the Bath Rooms, 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, the accounts for the year 1856 were passed, 
and the Annual Report prepared for presentation to the meeting 
of members to be held at four o'clock.

The Local Committee, on whom it devolved to make all the 
arrangements for the museum and excursion, consisted of the 
Revds. J. M. Gresley, M. Webster, and J. Denton; Messrs. E. 
Fisher, Jun., M. J. Joyce, and J. T. Woodhouse. At the close 
of the meeting of the Committee, the members of the Society and 
their friends, among whom were the Right Honble. Earl Howe, 
and the Right Honble. the Earl Ferrers, proceeded to inspect the 
ruins of the Castle.

This is indeed a fine old ruin, and presents in several instances 
a truly wonderful preservation. The principal tower remains, 
with the exception of the south side of it, and the winding stair 
case which conducts the visitor to the top has been restored. 
When there, a beautiful view meets the eye on every side which 
well rewards the toil. There is a beautifully ornamented chimney- 
piece which has evidently graced the uppermost room, and which 
is well worthy the attention of modern architects. The chapel is 
about eighty feet in length and thirty broad, and the height is in 
admirable proportion. Just inside, on the right hand, is a winding 
staircase leading to the western gallery, and at the opposite end, 
above where once stood tho altar, is a very large window. One 
hundred and thirty years ago this chapel was entirely roofed over, 
and the tracery still remained in the windows. The end walls of 
the banqueting hall are supposed to be of masonry of the time of 
King John, but the sides are of a somewhat later date, having 
been altered about the reign of James the First. The kitchen 
occupies a large space of ground, and had a very high vaulted 
roof. On one side is a fireplace and chimney on a gigantic scale. 
In one corner there has been a winding staircase leading into a 
room above and also to the top of the castle; but the whole of the 
steps with the exception of a few at the bottom have been entirely 
destroyed. A doorway opens into a subterranean passage, which 
is supposed to communicate with an old building in an adjoining 
field. A great portion of this fine old ruin is now enveloped in a 
beautiful clothing of ivy which the growth of years has woven and 
interwoven with the stonework in every possible way. Leaving the 
main building the company proceeded to examine one of the two 
brick round towers (which are situated to the south of the Castle, at 
the two extremities of the garden and pleasure grounds) which 
appears to have been a sort of summer-house rather than any
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means of defence. Near to this tower they were shown two or 
three trees which were planted by Lord Moira about thirty-five 
years before (who was at that time Marquis of Hastings) and were 
told that another was planted at the same time by Lady Flora 
Hastings, but this one died soon after the unhappy demise of its 
planter. It is perhaps unnecessary to remark that these ruins are 
the property of the Hastings family, and that the Castle itself forms 
the scene of Sir Walter Scott's interesting novel, Ivauhoe.

The Church was the next place visited, where were many very 
interesting relics. Just at the entrance is a peculiar instrument of 
punishment, viz., finger stocks, which are on the same principle as 
stocks for the feet except 'that the finger has to be inserted into a 
perpendicular hole as well as being held down horizontally, instead 
of being ouly fastened like the feet. It is supposed to be about 
one hundred and fifty years old; but there is no ornament about 
it from which to derive any information. Another object of great 
interest is a screen dividing the chancel from the body of the Church, 
which was erected probably near the close of the seventeenth century. 
Although this screen is not at all in keeping with the rest of the 
edifice, it is undoubtedly a fine specimen of carving; and there is 
another piece, concealing the greater part of the chancel window, 
immediately over the communion table. There is a most remark 
able monument of Lady Catherine Hastings in the Hastings 
chapel. She wears the barb, and a kind of narrow apron called a 
train which is fastened by a girdle at the waist. She lies by the 
side of Francis, Earl of Huntingdon, who is attired as a Knight 
of the Garter, wearing the mantle of the order, the garter below 
the knee, and the S. George and dragon collar round the neck. 
The inscription states that Lady Catherine Hastings died on the 
23rd of September, 1576, and the Earl on the llth of June, 1561. 
In a corner of the Church there is a very curious marble slab to 
the memory of Robert Munday and his two wives, dated 1526. 
It was discovered beneath the church floor about thirty years ago, 
when some alterations in the arrangement of the pews were made. 
When he died he left a piece of land for an obit, which was 
afterwards appropriated to the Grammar School. In a recess in 
the north wall is a most remarkable specimen of monumental 
effigy. It consists of the recumbent figure of a man with his feet 
reclining upon a dog or bear, but which it is perhaps impossible to 
say. He is attired in a dress called Sclavine, and has a staff", beads, 
and a collar of SS. There is no inscription, but it is generally 
supposed that he is one of the Hastings family who went on a 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land. The general character of the 
monument would lead to the conclusion that it was erected in the 
fifteenth century.* Above the gallery, on the right of the pulpit, is a 
tablet inserted in the wall bearing date 1623, to the memory of

• See page 91.
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Margery Wright. She is dressed in a high peaked hat, and has a 
broad frill round her neck, and a little muff in her hands. Up a 
flight of spiral narrow steps from the vestry is a room, believed to 
be a domus inclusi, or room which was set apart for any person who 
wished to retire from the world and live in solitude. There has 
been in it a window which overlooked the high altar, but it is now 
blocked up.

THE MUSEUM.
THE exhibition of antiquities was helcl in the Bath Room, and 
was the largest and the most valuable ever held in this county. 
It is much to be regretted that a portion of the manuscript 
descriptive of the contents of this temporary museum was mislaid 
by a gentleman connected with a local newspaper, and was never 
recovered. The following list, however, comprises many of the 
articles exhibited, in addition to which there was a fine collection 
of rubbings of monumental brasses, and a large number of 
extremely curious and valuable books of local interest.

Large stone celt, found near the Manor House, Chartley, Staffordshire,
in 1851.— The Earl Ferrers. 

Stone celt, formerly in Dr. Kirkland's Museum at Ashby-de-la-Zouch.—
Miss Gresley. 

Flint weapon for holding in the hand, from the same collection.—•
Miss Gresley.

Celt found in 1807 upon Ashby Woulds.— W. Dewes, Esq. 
Roman spear-head, from Dorchester, Oxfordshire.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Saxon dagger-handle, from Dorchester, Oxfordshire.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Saxon spear-head, from the Watling-street, near Bensford-bridge,

Leicestershire (See Bloxam's Monumental Architecture, p. 44.)—
Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

A figure in black cap-a-pie suit; consisting of helmet and plume, gorget,
pauldrons, arm-pieces and gauntlets, back and breast-plates, lobster
cuisses, jambs, and sollerets.—Sir G. H. Beaumont, Bart. 

A figure in a three-quarter black suit; consisting of helmet with barred
vizor and plume, gorget, pauldrons, arm-pieces and gauntlets, back
and breast-plates, lobster cuisses, and leather boots.—Sir G. H.
Beaumont.

Breast-plate, back-plate, and helmet.— T. B. Dolby, Esq. 
Ancient cross-bow.— The Earl Ferrers. 
Small battle-axe, 17 inches long, and sword, found in the Minster Pool,

Lichfield.—C. Gresley, Esq. 
Sword, with an engraving of the Crucifixion on one side; and on the

Other CRISTVS. HAT. SEIN. BLVET. VERGOSEEN. IESVS BEHEIT.
MICH. VOR. ALEN. WAFEN. VND. GSHEN. AVGENSTIN. HVETER.-
MDLVIII.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Sword inscribed SANS PEVR ET SANS REPROCHE-— Sir G. Beaumont,
Bart.
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Andrea Ferrara Sword, from Edge Hill.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.
Sword of the time of King Charles I., from Naseby Field.—Ibid.
Sword of the time of King Charles I.—M. I. Joyce, Esq.
Rapier, of the time of King James I.—B. Thornewell, Esq.
Five swords, two of them with silver hilts.— T. B. Dalby, Esq.
Highland sword.— T. C. Dewes, Esq.
Toledo sword; brass mounted rapier; clamore; sword from Waterloo;

and two others.— The Earl Ferrers. 
A New Zealand sword.—Ibid.
Indian dagger, found in the Minster Pool, Lichfield, seventy years ago, 

and supposed to have been taken from the Museum at Oxford.— 
G. T. Lomax, Esq.

Misericordia, or Coup de Grace, sword.—Ibid. 
An Indian sword made of wood and teeth.—Miss Matthews. 
Bayonet, scabbard, and ornaments, from Bomersund.— The Earl Ferrers. 
Lady's dagger in ornamented steel sheath.—Rev. J. Denton. 
Four arrow-heads and a bird-bolt, found in the moat at Clarendon,

Wiltshire—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Powder-flask, of the sixteenth century, engraved with a wild boar

attacking a sportsman.—Ibid.
Powder-flask of the sixteenth century, of wood, inlaid with ivory carv 

ings, representing a sportsman shooting a goat; and a cottage, and 
well.—Ibid.

Prick-spur from Clarendon, Wilts; and two of later date.—Ibid. 
Spur worn by Sir Ralph Shirley in the battle of Stoke, where he was 

made a knight-banneret by King Henry VI., 1447.— The Earl 
Ferrers.

Two Mexican spurs.—Ibid
Three large Spanish spurs.—R. Thornewell, Esq. 
Two Highland pistols, beautifully chased.— The Earl Ferrers. 
Six halberds, from Burton-on-Trent.—R. Thornewell, Esq. 
Four knives, found in the Minster Pool, Lichfield.— C. Gresley, Esq. 
Canon-ball, found at the Breach, near Ashby-de-la-Zouch. Rev. J. M.

Gresley. 
Part of a canon-ball, from the wall of Aberysthwyth Castle.— The Earl

Ferrers.
Four New Zealand clubs.—Ibid. 
Antique gold ring, enamelled, with head of a Roman Emperor in

cornelian.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
Lamp, vase, and lachrymatory, dug up at Cuma in 1856.— The Earl

Ferrers.
Fragments of glass mosaic, from the mosque (formerly the church) of St. 

Sophia, Constantinople, built by the Emperor Justinian, A.D. 531- 
538.—Rev. M. Webster. 

Runic wooden Almanack; formerly in the Museum of R. Green, Esq.,
Lichfield.—G. T. Lomax, Esq.

Seven specimens of Kimmeridge coal money.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Saxon vitrified bead, from Shakerstone, Leicestershire.—Ibid. 
Saxon fibula and three beads from Swarkestone Lowes, Derbyshire.—>

Ibid. 
Stone, terra cotta, and amber beads.—Ibid.
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Metal pestle and mortar for pounding incense: round the side, LAVS
DEO SEMPER, AO 1632.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 

Beautifully carved diminutive figures of the B. V. Mary and our Lord,
and the head of S. Peter.— T. B. Dalby, Esq. 

Crucifix, brought from Sebastopol by Sir Stephen Lakeman.—Rev. J. M.
Gresley.

Jubilee crucifix, eighteenth century.—Sir G. H. Beaumont, Bart. 
Brass tryptich worn by the Russian soldiers.—Ibid. 
Ciborium, of latten gilt, of the fifteenth century, formerly used at Church-

Enstone, Oxfordshire.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Magnificent chalice, richly embossed, chased, and set with six miniature

enamels and three hundred and fifty-four precious stones. The
enamels represent the Annunciation, the Salutation, the Nativity,
the Adoration, the Presentation, and our Lord disputing with the
Jewish doctors. This superb work of the sixteenth or seventeenth
century has been from an unknown period in the possession of the
family of the exhibitor.— The Earl Howe. 

Paten belonging to the same chalice, entirely without ornament..—
Ibid. 

Three carved shells from Jerusalem, with SS. Mary, Peter, and Paul, the
Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and other sacred subjects.—A. L.
Phillipps, Esq.

Rosary of amber beads.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Pulpit hour-glass stand, from Congerstone church, Leicestershire.—

Ibid.
An Apostle's spoon (S. Paul).—Miss M. Gresley. 
Iron mace, supposed to have belonged to the Guild of St. Mary, Lichfield.

G. T. Lomax, Esq. 
Silver Recorder's mace of the late Corporation of Leicester.—Rev. J. M.

Gresley.
Sugar basin of beaten silver and embossed, 1669.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
Chronometer taken from the camp of Tippoo Saib, at Seringapatam,

and burnt in the fire at Chartley, 1847.— The Earl Ferrers. 
Antique watch, with pierced silver case, engraved with foliage, fox, and

dogs' heads.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Rings: gold, from a stone coffin at Stamford, R. S. fourteenth century;

another with a black diamond from Gloucester Cathedral. Silver :
found near Loughborough, fourteenth century: another, from
Leicester, same date: a talismanic ring: two from Abingdon abbey.
Brass wedding ring, and another with the letter R.—Ibid. 

Model of a hunting horn, carved out of an elephant's tusk, by Benvenuto
Cellini: the original was burnt in 1847 at Chartley Castle.— The
Earl Ferrers,

Queen Elizabeth's virginal, with the royal arms and supporters, beauti 
fully painted and gilt.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.

Five soles of old English shoes, found at Lichfield.— C. Gresley, Esq. 
Portrait of Queen Elizabeth in needlework.—Mrs. Davys. 
Embroidered gloves, collar, and bridal knife-sheath, of the sixteenth

century.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.
Head of King Charles II. in needlework.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
Portrait of a Queen in needlework, with the lion and unicorn.—Mrs.

Davys.
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Embroidered toilet^ pincushion, bag, purse, and spray of bead work.—
Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Piece of tapestry, with a tree, peacocks, butterflies, hare, &c,—Mrs.
Davys.

Richly embroidered cap, with coat of arms.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Cross and monogram, designed by Rev. J. Denton, and worked by Jones

and Willis of Birmingham.—Rev. J. Denton. 
Small table spinning wheel.— T. B. Dalby, Esq. 
Bird of the rudest early English pottery, with green glaze, perhaps of

the twelfth or thirteenth century, from the Minster Pool, Lichfield.
— C. Gresley, Esq.

Tall jug of red earthenware, dug up in Breedon churchyard, Leicester 
shire.— The Earl Ferrers.

Large circular earthenware dish, of the seventeenth century, with two 
females crowned in the centre, and GOD SAVE VS ALL,—Rev. 
J. M. Gresley.

Costrel, or leathern bottle, of the seventeenth century, stamped with the 
letters I.S., stars, and fleur de lis.—Ibid.

Black leathern jack, lined with pitch, 2l£ inches in height, "with the 
royal crown over the date 1646, between the letters C. R.—Ibid.

Circular earthenware dish of the time of King Charles I., with a paint 
ing of a queen with crown, globe, and sceptre.—Ibid.

Another of the same period, with a painting of a Cavalier on horseback.
—Ibid. 

Another rather later, with a figure in armour standing, and the letters
D. O.—Ibid.

A German canette.— G. T. Lomax, Esq.
Two gres de Flandres jugs, with G. R. crowned.—Rev. J. M&Gresley. 
Basin with flowers and the head of the Pretender.'—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
Two gres de Flandres jugs.— C. Gresley, Esq. 
Two white dishes of the earliest Gresley pottery ware, circa 1800.—Rev.

J. M. Gresley.
Small old wedgewood teapot.—Mrs. Marshall. 
Two china saucers.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
Three china plates.—Miss Swinnerton.
A jug once belonging to Sir Isaac Newton.—Miss Matthews. 
Two china plates.—Mrs. Marshall.
Two Chinese teapots with silver spouts.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
Chinese teacup and saucer.—Ibid. 
Dresden china ornament.—Ibid. 
China teapot and other articles.—Mrs. Beadsmore. 
Two old coffee cups.—Mrs. Marshall. 
Three china dishes.—Miss Swinnerton. 
Three china plates.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
A large plate.—Ibid. 
Curious German glass,—Ibid. 
Charter of William Earl Ferrers, confirming the grant by Ralph de Seile

to Ralph de Gresley, of his mill at Seile; with the Earl's seal;
twelfth century.—Sir Thos. Gresley, Bart. 

Charter of Ralph de Gresley, founder of the Preceptory of Hether,
Leicestershire, granting land to Merevale Abbey, _with his seal;
twelfth century.—Ibid.



138 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

Twelve charters of Ralph de Seile, Leicestershire, some with fine seals, 
being grants of land to Merevale Abbey, Warwickshire, &c., in the 
twelfth century.—Sir Thomas Gresley, Bart,

The Seile Cartulary, containing transcripts 6f charters relating to lands 
in Seile, Leicestershire, and other Lordships of Thomas de Rideware, 
with curious drawings: a MS. on vellum, of the reign of King 
Edward II. See Nichols' Leicestershire, vol. iii. part 2, p. 999.— 
Ibid.

Cartulary of Walley Abbey, Lancashire, consisting of 846 pages, ending 
with the year 1374.— The Earl Howe.

Final agreement made at Westminster between Imbert, Prior of Wenloc, 
Salop, and Robert de Hatton, concerning the custom and service 
which the Prior exacted for land in Hatton: 21 Henry III. (1236).
—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Court Roll, on parchment, of the manor of Shepeshead, 33 Edward III.
—Ibid. 

MS. Graduale, folio, with musical notes and some fine coloured capital
letters: Liber Conventus Sancte Agnetis de Boom.—A. L. PMllipps,
Esq.

MS. book of Homilies, in Latin, fourteenth century.—Ibid. 
Office of the B. V. M., MS., with numerous beautiful paintings, fifteenth

century.—Ibid. 
Dutch Devotional, MS.—Ibid.
Dutch MS., with pictures and illuminations, 1501.—Ibid. 
MS. of the Psalms, on paper.—Ibid. 
Deed relating to the election of Alice Dunwich to be Prioress of Grace

Dieu, April 8th, 1418, with a fragment of the conventual seal.—
Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Signature of the Earl of Leicester, of the time of Queen Elizabeth.—
Miss Singleton. 

On vellum, framed :—" This is the cote of armes of Ihon Chambers (of
Gaddesby), and Mary Chambers his heire, who was mother unto
William Barones," circa 1600. See Nichols' Leicestershire, vol. iii.,
pt. 2, p. 970.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Leicestershire Visitation in 1619, commencing with the armorial bearings
of the town of Leicester, followed by those of the nobility and
gentry of the county. Original MS.—Ibid.

Autograph of Edward Hastings, Knight of the Garter, 1556.—Ibid. 
George Hastings, Earl of Huntingdon, his acquittance for coal and

conduct money, 1598.—Ibid. 
Letter of George, Duke of Rutland, 1625.—Ibid. 
MS. heads for the settlement of the manor of Theddingworth and

Owthorp on Sir R. Cotton and Elizabeth his wife, circa 1600.— Ibid. 
Certificate of the gentry and clergy of Leicestershire, respecting the

character of George Belgrave, of Belgrave, on occasion of his being
left out of the Commission, 1601.—Ibid. 

Autographs of Joseph Hall, Bishop of Norwich, to receipts of the rent
of the manor of North Creak, Norfolk, 1643-6.—Ibid. 

Roll indented of the names and surnames of all such persons within the
hundreds of Appletree and Wirksworth wapentage as have agreed
to lend to his Majesty these sums of money following after the rate
of their subsidies according to their last assessment for the defence
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of his Majesty's kingdoms and maintenance of religion, &c., made before 
us the last day of January, in the second year of his Majesty's reign 
(Charles I.). Signed by W. Devonshire, Henry Shirley, H. Wilughby, 
R. Harpur, Henry Agard, Fra. Coke, Henry Leigh, John Manners, 
John Curzon, and others, with seven seals.—/. H. Stevens, Esq.

Thomas Kelsey's Commission as Captain-Lieutenant of a company of foot 
under Colonel Charles Fleetwood, under the hand and seal of Edward 
Earl of Manchester, March 24th, 1643.—Rev. M. Webster.

Thomas Kelsey's Commission as Sergeant-Major in Colonel Edward 
Montague's regiment of foot, under the hand and seal of Thomas 
Fairfax, Commander-in-Chief: April 2nd, 1645.—Ibid.

Thomas Kelsey's Commission as Lieutenant-Colonel in Ingoldsby's regi 
ment of foot, under the hand and seal of T. Fairfax, Commander- 
in-Chief: December 22nd, 1645.—Ibid.

An order to Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Kelsey to take charge of the

firrison of Oxford, and to keep and defend it for the service of the 
arliament and Commonwealth, May 1st, 1650, under the hand and

seal of the Lord General T. Fairfax.—Hid. 
Appointment of Thomas Kelsey as Governor of Dover Castle, with the

signature of John Bradshaw, President of the Council of State,
appointed by authority of Parliament, and the seal of the Council,
May 15th, 1651.—Ibid. 

Appointment of Thomas Kelsey as Governor of Dover Castle, signed by
O. Cromwell, and sealed with his family crest and arms: June 2nd,
1651.—Ibid. 

Appointment of Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas Kelsey to be Lieutenant of
Dover Castle, signed "Oliver P." January 3rd, 1653.—Ibid. 

Appointment under the Protector's sign-manual, of Thomas Kelsey
as Major-General and Commander-in-Chief within the counties of
Kent and Surrey, 1655.—Ibid. 

Minute of a Council held at Guilford, August llth, 1656, at which
Thomas Kelsey, Esq., Major-General of the county, was " admitted
to the Guild of the said Town freely without fine."— Ibid. 

A Pardon with the great seal attached, granted by King Charles II. to
Thomas Kelsey, citizen and draper of London, and formerly a
Colonel in the Eoundhead army, A.D. 1660.—Ibid. 

Appointment of Henry Long to be Captain of a company of Militia foot
in the regiment of Colonel Baynton, April 7th, 1660, by the Council
of State; signed by Arthur Annesly, President, General Monk,
Lord Shaftesbury, &c. &c.—Ibid. 

Autograph signature of Sir Arthur Hesilrige, Feb. 5th, 1651.—Rev. J.
M. Gresley. 

Autograph signature of Sir Wolstan Dixie, founder of Market Bos worth
Grammar School, 1633.—Ibid. 

Autograph signatures of Lord Howard, of Escrick, Sir Harry Vane,
Thomas Grey, and other regicides.—Ibid. 

Autograph letter of King Charles II. to Lady Shirley, wife of Sir
Kobert Shirley, Bart., who was poisoned in the Tower, dated
Brussells, 20th October, 1657.— The Earl Ferrers. 

Sixteen coats of arms of the nobility and gentry of Leicestershire, temp.
Car. II., beautifully emblazoned.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.
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Form for a certificate for burial in woollen: end of the seventeenth 
century.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.

Two letters of Ant. Blackwall, Master of Market Bosworth School, 1725. 
—Ibid.

Original grant, on vellum, from the Heralds' College, by John Anstis, 
Esq., Garter, and Sir Johu Vanbrugh, Knt., Clarenceux, of a coat 
of arms to Andrew Dominiek, of Great Marlow, Bucks; viz., vert, 
two chevronels ermine, in chief a naval crown between two lions' 
heads erased or, langued gules ; crest on a wreath of his colours, a 
stag seiant or, attired, and about his neck a naval crown gules, 
reposing his dexter foot on an antique shield vert: the arms em 
blazoned.—Ibid.

Letter from John Nichols, historian of Leicestershire, to William 
Hamper, Esq., 1811.—Ibid.

The genealogy of the ancient and knightly families of Cave and Brown, 
deduced to the Rev. W. A. C. B. Cave, clerk, M.A., &c. By J. C. 
Disney, Esq., Somerset Herald, and G. Harrison, Esq., Blue Mantle, 
with a shield of arms containing one hundred and thirty quarterings; 
A.D. 1840.—Rev. W. A. C. B. Cave.

Painting of our Lord, the three Marys, and S. John, by Francia, A.D. 
1450—1517.—^. L. Phillipps, Esq.

Painting of the B. V. Mary and our Lord, surrounded by cherubs, by 
Pinturicchio, A.D. 1454-1513.—Ibid.

The adoration of the Magi, probably by Mabuse.— T. C. Dewes, Esq.
S. John the Baptist, Corregio School.—Ibid.
Two paintings,—Pilate washing his hands; and two monks reading.—H. 

Brown, Esq.
Engravings, in a frame, of King Charles I., Archbishop Laud, and Lord 

Stratford, arranged so that only one can be seen at once.— Rev. J. 
M. Gresley.

Copies in water-colour, formerly in the collection of the Duke of Buck 
ingham, of the portraits at Belvoir Castle, of Francis, sixth Earl of 
Rutland; George, seventh Earl; John, eighth Earl, and Frances his 
wife.—Ibid.

Framed partrait of Lady Selina Hastings, transferred upon glass from a 
print, and painted.—Mrs. J. Davys.

Painting of a female with flowers.—Miss Matthews.
Two framed pictures of deer and sheep.— C. Matthews, Esq.
Framed engraving of Milton.—Miss Swinnerton.
Drawing of a charter, with seal, of Bertram de Verdun, founder of 

Croxden Abbey, Staffordshire: twelfth century.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.
Facsimile of the foundation charter of Croxden Abbey, Staffordshire, 

1179, with seal of Bertram de Verdun.—Ibid.
Eight water-colour drawings of Alton Abbey and Castle, Staffordshire.— 

Ibid.
Nine unpublished prints of Croxden Abbey, Staffordshire, by Mrs. J. M. 

Gresley.—Ibid.
Water-coloured drawings of Norton-juxta-Twycross Church, 1841, stained 

glass windows in Twycross church, chalice and paten at Ashby-de- 
la-Zouch, wild cattle in Chartley Park, by Mrs. J. M. Gresley.— 
Ibid.

Water-colour drawings of Lichfield and Bristol Cathedrals.—Ibid.
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A portfolio of thirty-eight unpublished prints of churches, monuments, 
seals, military and domestic edifices, &c., in Ashby-de-la-Zouch and
the neighbourhood, by Mrs. J. M. Gresley.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Blackfordby Church, Leicestershire, 1856, by Mrs. J. Denton.—Rev. J.
Denton. 

Plans and specifications of the proposed new church at Blackfordby.—
H. I. Stevens, Esq.

Pedley's antiquities of Ashby Castle.—Ibid. 
A portfolio of prints, water-coloured drawings, and sketches of churches,

Sec.-—Rev. J. Denton. 
Large portfolio of drawings and prints of churches, pavements, charters,

castles, &c.— H. I. Stevens, Esq. 
Views in Athens.—Rev. M. Webster. 
Views in Nesmes.—Ibid. 
Antique seal of the head of Homer, and two others: presented by

Cardinal Gonsalvi to Sir Thomas Lawrence. See The Mirror, No.
217.—Rev. A. Bloxam.

Signet ring from the Catacombs.—Miss M. Gresley. 
A collection of thirty three casts from signets found in the Catacombs

at Rome.—Ibid. 
Sigillum JElfrici A., found at "Winchester. He was earl or alderman of

Mercia near the end of the tenth century.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Cast of five ancient seals of the Ferrers and Shirley families.— The Earl

Ferrers. 
Sigill. Wilhelmi de Gresley: a cast from an impression of the thirteenth

century.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 
Seal of Barton Oratory, of the Holy Trinity, Isle of Wight: date circa

A.D. 1270, from the deed of surrender, A.D. 1539.—A. L. Phillipps,
Esq. 

Seal of Walter Trengoff, the last arch-priest of Barton Oratory, Isle of
Wight: date 18 Henry VI., A.D. 1439.—Ibid. 

Sigillum Ecclesise Sanctae Maria de Suwira.—Ibid. 
Seal with coat of arms.—Ibid. 
Matrix of the seal of the Chantery of S. Anne of Cleves, with figures of

S. Anne and S. Mary-with our Lord, and a coat of arms.—Rev. J.
M. Gresley.

Pope's Bull, from Lichfield.— C. Gresley, Esq. 
A Cross—I.H.C. est amor meus: found in the river Isis, near Oseney

Abbey, Oxford.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.
Grotesque lion's head, from a massive silver seal found near St. Mar 

garet's Church, Leicester, in the possession of Mr. Warner, of
Leicester Abbey.—Ibid.

Brass matrices of two ancient seals.— The Earl Ferrers. 
Brass matrices of two ancient ecclesiastical seals.—Ibid. 
Brass matrix of a seal, with two persons with two roses below them,

said to be commemorative of the union of the Houses of York and
Lancaster.—R. Thornewell, Esq. 

Impressions of two common seals of King Edward the Sixth's Grammar
School, Birmingham.—Rev. J. M. Gresley. 

Seal with a bird, and brass handle of something, found in Spon Street,
Coventry.—C. Gresley, Esq.
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Great seals of King Charles I., and William and Mary.—Rev. J. M.
Gresley. 

Matrix of the official seal of Luke Coles, Dean of Meddleham, Yorkshire,
1719-41.— C. Gresley, Esq. 

Model of Ashby Castle.—Miss Matthews.
Model of the Church of the N'ativity at Bethlehem.—Rev. P. S. Cooper. 
A five guinea piece, an ancient gem, &c.—Rev. M. Vavasour. 
A pair of carved wooden Norwegian rein-deer sledge harness, and other

articles from Norway.—Mr. G. J. R. Hewett.
A number of very ancient deeds and documents.—Rev. M. Webster. 
Manuscripts of the works of S. Bernard, 1454.—Rev. J. M. Gresley.

THE BUSINESS MEETING was held at four o'clock; the Rev. 
John Denton in the chair.

Mr. Bellairs, Honorary Secretary, read the following

REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1857.
FOR various reasons it has been decided to hold the Annual 
Meeting of the Society, this year, at an earlier date than usual 
hitherto. The principal motive which induced this change was 
the choosing of a season when the members might find it conve 
nient to attend, and an additional cause was the wish expressed 
by the sub-committee appointed to make the arrangements at 
Ashby.

This report, therefore, refers to the Proceedings of the Society 
during a less period than twelve months. The first matter requir 
ing notice is the Annual Meeting of last year. On that occasion, 
it will be remembered, various alterations were made in the rules 
relating to the time and place of the General Meeting, and the 
nature of the business to be there transacted. It was also resolved 
that the rules and objects of the society be advertised once a year 
in the local journals, under the direction of the Committee. At 
the same meeting Lord Berners was elected one of the Presidents, 
and the Rev. Lord Alwyne Compton an honorary member. 
Papers were subsequently read on various subjects. On the 
day following, the members of the society, with various friends, 
visited Melton Mowbray, where a valuable Paper by Mr. Vincent 
Wing, on Melton Church, was read; after which the party made 
an excursion to Little Dalby Hall, the seat of Edward Bouchier 
Hartopp, Esq., and to the encampment on Burrough Hill, inspect 
ing the village churches on the route. It is only right here to 
acknowledge the truly hospitable reception given by Mr. Hartopp 
to the society, and to express the delight experienced by the
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members on examining the Church of Little Dalby, which, by 
that gentleman's munificence, has been rendered beautiful.

At the ordinary meetings of the Committee held since last 
September, the business has mainly consisted in the exhibition of 
antiquities; coins, rings, rubbings of ancient brasses, ancient 
documents, and Roman relics; in the reading of short Papers; 
and in attention to the ordinary matters of finance, and so forth. 
At the meetings held previously, plans for the alteration and 
restoration of churches were submitted to the Committee, but the 
Committee regret that none have been laid before it since our last 
annual meeting in September, 1856.

The objects of the society are " to promote the study of eccle 
siastical architecture and general antiquities, and the restoration 
and preservation of architectural remains within the county ; and 
to furnish suggestions, as far as may be within its province, for 
improving the character of ecclesiastical edifices, and for pre 
serving all ancient remains which the committee may consider of 
value and importance."

It would be out of place for the committee, in this report, to 
enter into an elaborate advocacy of these objects ; but they may 
assuredly assume that if it be unreasonable to expect every clergy 
man and gentleman to be an antiquary, it is at least reasonable to 
suppose that they feel an interest in the architecture of those 
buildings in which they regularly offer up their devotions to the 
Most High, and that that interest should be fostered by those 
whose superior education and position qualify them for the com 
prehension of what is due to the venerable fabrics erected by our 
ancestors. It is equally reasonable to hope that, should the taste 
for hoarding antiquities be confined to the few, the desire for the 
knowledge which those objects impart, should be as general as 
that for the history of our country. All persons will sympathise 
in the society's desire to aid in rendering public architecture 
worthy of the age, and accordant with the noblest style of our 
race and our clime. Hence, the committee feel that the society is 
entitled to a greater amount of support than it now receives from 
the clergy, gentry, and professional classes of this county; and 
all the more as the subscription was originally fixed at a moderate 
amount in order to ensure a numerous list of members, which is, 
in fact, indispensable to its prosperous existence.

It will be for the members generally to consider whether the 
usefulness of the society may not be extended, and its operations 
rendered more interesting, by the adoption of measures not here 
tofore carried out. One of these is the publication of a separate 
annual volume of the Society's proceedings. It will be^borne in 
mind that they were published in a joint volume of the associated 
Architectural Societies; but this arrangement was terminated at 
the close of last year, the committee finding the expense too great,
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considering the means at their disposal. They agreed, however, 
to print a volume, when circumstances might render it desirable. 

The principal objections raised to the proposal were the sup 
posed difficulty of filling a volume yearly, and the cost of an 
annual publication; but, it will be perceived, the former in some 
degree neutralizes the latter; for, if there be little comparatively 
to print, the cost of printing cannot be great. At this time, how 
ever, there is, it may be considered, an ample supply of material 
for such a purpose, as will be seen by presenting the following list 
of papers read at the annual and other meetings in the interval 
which has elapsed since the conclusion of the contract with the 
joint societies.

" Abstract of Charters relating to Gracedieu Priory, not pub 
lished by Dugdale or Nichols," by the Rev. J. M. Gresley.

" Account of Excavations for the site of Leicester Abbey," read 
Feb. 25, 1856, by Mr. G. H. Nevinson.

" Account of a stone coffin, discovered in Lichfield Cathedral," 
read by the Rev. J. M. Gresley, Feb. 25, 1856.

" Paper on Roman Remains found at Hallaton," read by Mr. 
James Thompson.

" On Leicester Castle," by Mr. Thompson.
" On the introduction of Moulded and Coloured Bricks into 

Street Architecture," by Mr. Millican.
" On Melton Church," by Mr. Vincent Wing.
" On the Tokens of Leicestershire," by Mr. T. North.
" On an Old Manor House at Donington-on-the-Heath," by the 

Rev. J. M. Gresley.
" On Merchants' Marks," by Mr. T. North.

Some of these Papers having been inserted in the Midland 
Counties' Historical Collector, need not be reproduced; but the 
remainder, it is suggested, might be collected into one volume for 
presentation at an early day to each subscriber. The principal 
difficulty lies in the expense of the illustrations, which would ex 
ceed that of the letterpress; and the Papers without the illustrations 
lose much of their interest. It would encourage the Committee in 
bringing out a volume of first-class character, were a Special Fund 
to be raised for the purpose of supplying wood engravings. Such a 
volume would be no insignificant return for the yearly subscription 
•to the members whose engagements do not permit them to attend the 
meetings; and it is hoped its contents would prove a valuable 
record of antiquarian and topographical information.

Another measure of importance to which the Committee direct 
the members' attention is the foundation of a Museum and Library, 
for the facilitation of architectural and archaeological study. 
Already various presents of books have been made to the Society,
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and no doubt antique objects would be forwarded were it under 
stood they were acceptable; but in the absence of a place of 
deposit, the formation of a Library and Museum are impossible. 
It is well worthy of consideration whether a room should not be 
taken, in order to serve as a nucleus for a collection of this 
character. It might also be used as a place of meeting. In 
connection with this idea may be mentioned the resolution of the 
Committee, dated August 26, 1856, "That members and others be 
invited to contribute sketches and photographs in Leicestershire, 
and that a book be purchased by the Society for the purpose of 
preserving such sketches and photographs." This proposal, if 
carried out, would provide an invaluable source of information 
and interest to the members and future topographer; but until the 
Society has a room or building of its own, where the book may be 
kept for reference, the plan cannot be fully developed.

MR. NEALE moved that the report be received and adopted, 
which was seconded by the REV. M. WEBSTER, and carried unani 
mously.

MR. FISHER then moved, " That this Meeting is of opinion 
that the suggestions made in the report deserve the early con 
sideration of the Committee."

MR. JOYCE seconded the resolution.
The CHAIRMAN in putting it said he thought it a very important 

resolution, for though they were archaeologists, they did not want 
to go back to the old times, but to advance and to make old things 
serve the purpose of the present day. The suggestions of the 
report seemed to carry out this idea. They should not confine 
themselves necessarily to old times because they were a Society 
trying to raise from their ruins old churches, and to preserve other 
antiquities; they must go with the times, they were a thoroughly 
practical Society. He regretted that parties, in building churches, 
had not availed themselves more of the services of the Society. 
At the Meetings of the Northampton Society, the passages were 
frequently crowded with architects and clergymen waiting to see 
what reception their building plans had met with. The object of 
architectural societies was to get together a body of men who 
should make the science a study, and bring it down to the require 
ments of their villages, enabling clergymen to preserve, restore, or 
rebuild their churches. One had only to go through the country 
to see the evils arising from the want of such knowledge as it was 
their object to diffuse, in the fact of the number of village churches 
which were eyesores instead of ornaments.

The resolution was adopted.
Mr. Edward Mammatt and Mr. George Wooller were elected 

members of the Society.
The Committee was then appointed for the ensuing year.
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MR. GRESLEY proposed, and MR. NEALE seconded, a vote of 
thanks to the Rev. Chairman, which was briefly acknowledged, 
and the Meeting terminated.

THE EVENING MEETING was convened for half-past seven 
o'clock, and at that time a large number of the inhabitants of 
Ashby and the neighbourhood were present.

In the absence of Lord John Manners, whose presence was 
prevented by his Parliamentary duties, Sir Arthur Hazlerigg, Bart., 
was requested to take the chair.

The business of the Meeting was then proceeded with by THE 
REV. J. M. GRESLEY reading a Paper on Croxdeu Abbey, near 
Uttoxeter in Staffordshire, premising his observations by a few 
remarks which he was afraid might create an unfavourable im 
pression. He felt, however, that it was almost impossible to make 
archaeological and architectural studies matters of public interest 
and public excitement, owing to the nature of the subjects which 
were brought under consideration. But few persons really took 
much interest in old times; they were inclined to look rather to 
the future than the past, and the subject of his Paper he doubted 
not would appear to many dull and heavy rather than otherwise : 
and, if so, he should be glad to cut it short if an intimation were 
given to that effect. He then proceeded to attribute the origin of 
the religious establishments of the twelfth century to the remorse 
of the Norman nobles for the cruelty of which their ancestors had 
been guilty to the serfs and vilains 'aver whom they ruled. It was 
impossible to rightly appreciate foundations of this kind without 
divesting ourselves of many of the prejudices in which we had been 
brought up. The Abbey of Croxden, was founded by Bertram de 
Verdon, in the year 1176, as a monastery of Cistercian monks. 
These monks were accused at the Reformation of possessing the 
best lands in the kingdom, but the goodness of their lands was 
owing to their own exertions. We had an illustration of the ex 
cellent cultivation of land by monks in Charnwood at the present 
time. Having quoted the charter by which Bertram de Verdon 
gave lands to the abbey, the lecturer remarked that he thought 
there was truth in calling those times "the ages of faith," 
differing so widely as they did from the present, when it was thought 
a great thing for a landowner to give half an acre to the church- 
building commissioners. The deed by which the monastery was 
founded measured only 16 inches by 10, so concise were its provi 
sions. It had been stated that the abbot of Croxden was physician to 
King John, and that the king's heart was buried there, but it was 
shown, by reference to Matthew Paris, that, that was Croxton in
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Leicestershire, and not Croxden in Staffordshire. Remarking that 
the principal authority from which he derived his information was 
the chartulary of the abbey, ME. GEESLEY proceeded to mention 
various incidents of interest in its history. One of the first acts of 
the first abbot was to transcribe the greater part of the Holy 
Scriptures for the use of the monks. Another abbot purchased for 
their use what we may call a Family Bible, in nine volumes, with 
notes by the Archdeacon of Leicester, the price of which was equal 
to £533. 6s. 8d. of present money. This -was a proof that the 
monks valued the Bible quite as much as we do, and he had no 
doubt they were quite as well acquainted with its contents. In 
1291 there was an account of a plantation belonging to the mon 
astery being converted into charcoal, the reason of which was that 
charcoal was employed for fuel. In 1313 a new common seal of 
the monastery was made, and entrusted to four of the monks to 
keep. Previously to this time the seals of Cistercian abbeys had 
on them only the name of the abbot. In 1316 the house of Ver- 
don became extinct, and Sir Thomas de Furnival, of Alton, claimed 
the right to put down the convent because there were not fifty 
monks, the number being only thirty. Numerous instances of his ex 
actions were chronicled, as well as the reconciliation which was 
ultimately effected. In 1320 it was recorded that the abbot of 
Croxden baptized the child of Johanna de Furnival, lady of Alton, 
and that the abbot of Rocester lifted the child out of the font, 
as being his godfather. This was quite opposed to our modern 
practice. He now came to the time of the Reformation. It was 
his conviction, as well as that of Sir W. Dugdale, Spelman, and 
other distinguished authorities, that the object of Henry VIII. in 
his destruction of religious houses was his own aggrandisement, 
and not the reformation of religion: his agents were men of the 
same views, the reports of the abominations said to exist in the 
religious houses were grossly exaggerated, and the lecturer re 
garded their forcible dissolution as one of the greatest acts of 
impiety ever committed. The Abbey of Croxden was one of the 
few religious institutions which were permitted for a short period to 
survive the general destruction. In 1538, however, the deed of its 
surrender was signed by the abbot, and immediately afterwards the 
king's agents destroyed most of it. In drawing his remarks to a 
conclusion the lecturer observed that it was generally supposed at 
that time that evil would befal the possessors of monastic property. 
We might laugh at the opinion now, but that did not prove it to 
be false. We live in what were called " enlightened " times, that 
is, times of sight and not of faith; and we have become so en 
lightened that perhaps we cannot distinguish superstition from 
faith.

Several unpublished prints illustrating the lecture were then 
handed round for the inspection of the audience.
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MR. NORTH contributed the following Paper which" was read 
in his absence by the Honorary Secretary.

THE PRINCIPLES AND AIMS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SOCIETIES.

THIS being the first General Meeting of the Leicestershire Archi 
tectural Society held in Ashby, it may not be amiss if its principles 
and the objects for which it was formed are here briefly explained. 

So many have now at least some knowledge of Architecture
"And ta'en the—antiquarian trade,"

that any apology for our Leicestershire Architectural and Archaeo 
logical Society may appear superfluous; but, on the other hand, 
so little results from their knowledge, so small a profit apparently 
arises from their " trade," that it is evident move interest wants 
exciting, and the desirability of heartily co-operating with this and 
similar societies bringing once more prominently in view.

The aims of these societies are the discovery and preservation 
of objects of antiquity, accompanied with enquiries into their 
origin and their use, and the bringing before the public mind the 
desirability of improving our architecture, ecclesiastical, civic, 
and domestic.

When we consider that Time not only wears away all man's 
handy works, but, to use the words of Verstegan,

"And as he all beginnings seeks to end, 
So all his endings to oblivion tend,"

it is clearly necessary, if we wish to preserve the memorials of the 
past, that we look well to them, and bring all our care and our 
knowledge to war, as far as may be, with the great leveller of all 
human works, and so be enabled to hand them down uninjured to 
succeeding generations, for their use, their pleasure, and their 
instruction.

These remarks refer especially to buildings upon which (without 
precaution) time and our variable atmosphere make quick and 
perceptible impressions. How many an ancient church would 
now be standing had a little attention been bestowed upon the 
drainage round its foundations, if an occasional inspection of its 
gutters had taken place ? However much we may admire the 
neat modern erections now upon their sites, we cannot but miss 
the fantastic corbels and elaborate bosses of the interior, the 
grotesque gurgoyles and time-worn apex crosses of the exterior, 
and the time-stained tower in the centre. The demolition of an 
old church is destroying a great link between the past and the 
present. The temple which our forefathers built, and in which they
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worshipped, must always, as we look upon the very stones they 
looked upon, kneel upon the very floor pressed by their bended 
knees, carry us back many ages and awaken within us many a 
feeling of sympathy with those who in less favoured times—amid 
the din of war or the rage of civil strife—did not forget their duty 
to religion, nor attempt to fulfil it in a flimsy or parsimonious 
manner.

In addition to ecclesiastical edifices, the ancient castle, the baro 
nial hall, the crumbling gateway, and the more humble dwelling 
house of mediaeval times, receive their share of attention.

The preservation or judicious restoration of these, then, by 
showing their value, and pointing out the proper course to be 
pursued, is one great object of archaeological science.

Again, in these days of railways and other public undertakings 
and improvements, involving much work upon soil which has lain 
undisturbed for many generations, numberless relics of the past 
are being constantly brought to light—coins from the bronze of 
the early Roman emperors to the humble tradesman's token of the 
seventeenth century,—fibulae, hair-pins, and other personal orna 
ments, including rings of all dates, from the early signet to the poesy 
ring of the last century—vessels of all shapes and for all purposes, of 
Samian ware, of Roman manufacture, and of the rough make of a 
later period, are being constantly turned up, not to mention seals, 
implements of various kinds, and other relics too numerous to 
name; all these are enquired after, preserved, and their former 
use, if not already known, sought into and explained by antiquaries, 
by members of archaeological societies. The light thrown by 
these researches upon history; the distinct picture we obtain of 
mediaeval customs and every-day life, by giving attention to these 
minute but important items, demonstrating as they do the tastes 
and the habits of our forefathers, can hardly be overrated. The 
time is now past when an antiquary is thought to be a "dry-as- 
dust," a kind of resuscitated mummy.—Which tells the dryest tale, 
the man who informs you in a few short lines the date of the 
accession of Richard II., the causes of the discontent of the people, 
and his consequent deposition; or the man who, in addition to 
this, can, like the new Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, show 
you the man in the very costume of the period, the public com 
panies with their ancient banners, cognizances, and emblems of 
office, and can also depict for you the very aspect of the streets of 
London ? And how is this information to be obtained ? By a 
study of such remains of antiquity as we have already mentioned; 
and be it remembered that what Charles Kean exhibits on the 
stage, others exhibit to the mind's eye in another and a more 
accessible way. Much also might be said upon the great light 
thrown upon our national and local history by the preservation, 
the decyphering, and the publication of ancient manuscript docu-
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ments. These always receive the attention of the antiquary, and 
no one who has witnessed the wilful destruction of Church 
Registers, and public documents of every description, can fail to 
perceive that he is doing a great public service in attempting to 
preserve such as remain, or by using all proper means to restore 
such as have found their way into private hands, to their original, 
or other proper repositories.

The second great object of this and similar societies, we 
stated to be, the bringing before the public mind the desirability 
of improving our architecture, ecclesiastical, civic, and domestic.

Much is doing and has been done during the past twenty years 
in the right direction. How many new churches and chapels 
have been raised, which reflect credit both upon the architects and 
their employers! But civic and domestic architecture have not 
made equal progress towards improvement. Some of our recent 
public buildings are ugly in the extreme. No style of architecture 
owning them for its offspring—while in our dwelling-houses the 
same elevation and the same style of ornament are repeated, with 
little or no variation, through the length of the longest streets of 
our largest towns.

We forget that churches, or even public buildings, will not in 
themselves, however beautiful, make a handsome city or town; for 
the dwelling houses will also throw in their mass of frontage, 
either to assist in beautifying, or to add to the dull monotony of 
our streets.

The subject of civic and domestic architecture is one upon 
which many and opposite opinions are held; some advocating 
the Gothic style, some the Classical, and some thinking a new 
style will shortly be introduced to eclipse both. This, then, is a 
subject which can be discussed with profit in a society like this, 
where each member can bring forward his views, prove their 
practicability, and shew the inherent beauties of the style of archi 
tecture he advocates, and its capabilities as to modern ideas of 
comfort and refinement. We may, by means of interchanging 
our ideas in this manner, by using this society as a medium of 
intercommunication, arrive at a juster estimate of the different 
styles of architecture, and have a more certain and definite notion 
as to which is the most fitting, not only for English churches, but 
for public buildings and dwelling houses.

Such, then, being the principal objects of this society, there 
can hardly be two opinions as to its utility. That it is worthy of 
encouragement and support, is evidenced by the good results 
arising from the labours of similar societies of longer standing in 
other counties, in the preservation or restoration of many time- 
honoured and beautiful buildings, and in directing attention to very 
many subjects of interest and instruction, which a few years ago
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would have been misunderstood, or thrown aside as useless and of 
no value.

The proper way to make this society really useful, is, for all 
who take the least interest in any of its objects, to become active 
working members. Whilst the range of archaeology is so wide as 
almost to preclude the possibility of one man being thoroughly 
conversant with all its divisions, its branches are so diverse, its 
fields of study so full of variety, that all, with tastes however 
opposite, find something to which they can turn with pleasure, 
some study which they can follow out with profit to themselves, 
and by giving publicity to the results of their labours at the usual 
meetings of the society, can add their mite to the treasure of 
knowledge, which it is the ambition of these societies to accumulate 
and to dispense for the general good. Thus the numismatist gives 
you information respecting every coin the world has minted; 
another inquirer will devote himself with equal ardour to the study 
and explanation of ancient arms, armour, and costume, clerical 
and lay, and for this purpose will take drawings of recumbent 
figures upon tombs, rub monumental brasses, copy ancient il 
luminations ; a third will enlighten you as to the origin and the 
devices upon ancient pottery, upon the encaustic tiles now perhaps 
in your church or your museum ; whilst others will confine them 
selves more especially to architecture. Thus each receives fifty- 
fold for his individual contribution, and knowledge that would, 
under ordinary circumstances, have lain dormant in the mind of 
one man, is brought to light and communicated to others for their 
instruction and their amusement.

There are, I am sure, many—very many gentlemen in this 
neighbourhood—in this room—who would be very valuable 
members of our society. Let me, therefore, invite such of you 
as have not yet done so, to join us in our attempt to work out its 
intentions, in our endeavours to throw light upon the past, to 
brighten the present, and, we may venture to hope, to leave at 
least a "sign" behind us that our labours have not been altogether 
in vain with reference to the future.

Some remarks from the Rev. J. M. Gresley upon the present 
state of this society, and votes of thanks to the writers of the 
Papers read and to the contributors to the very excellent Museum 
closed the Meeting.

M
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THE EXCURSION. 
THE Excursion was made on the following day, 29th July.

A little before nine o'clock, the party, including several ladiesj 
started from the Royal Hotel, and proceeded through a striking 
and picturesque country to Repton, the first place to be visited. 
The church there has a very fine oak roof, and consists of a nave and 
chancel, with north and south aisles, divided from the nave by 
six arcades. The clerestory is perpendicular, and the chancel very 
slightly developed. Beneath is a crypt, apparently Norman of an 
early date, and in it a monument of a warrior, removed from the 
church, and believed to be of the fifteenth century. In an ad 
joining garden, near the school, have been discovered at a 
considerable distance from each other the massive bases of two 
pillars, which evidently formed part of the ancient monastic 
building. A pavement of encaustic tiles was found a few years 
ago, about six feet below the surface, in this garden, near a corner 
of wall, with the head of a pointed window visible above the 
ground. It is said that at the dissolution, the person to whom the 
monastery was granted was so eager to take possession and so 
fearful of being deprived of what he had obtained, that he got 
together all the workmen in the neighbourhood and demolished 
the buildings in a day. Several other remains of the monastery 
were visited, especially a fine specimen of ancient brickwork 
fronting the old Trent, and the refectory, now used for the pur 
poses of the school.

From Repton the party proceeded to Foremark, and leaving 
the Hall to the right, descended a valley between banks crowned 
with trees, and visited the ancient caves known as Anchor Church. 
These evidently artificial apartments, excavated in the soft sandy 
rock, are supposed to have been inhabited at a very early period.

The next stage in the journey was Melbourne, where the 
Church, with its noble Norman arches, was the first object visited, 
and upon which the REV. J. DEANS, read the following Paper:—
THE chief place in the kingdom of Mercia was Repton, anciently 
called Hrespan dun or Screaming Hill. Into that town, then the 
seat of the kings of Mercia, Christianity was introduced in the 
year 653, upon the occasion of the marriage of Peada with the 
daughter of Oswy, king of Northumberland. Having himself, as 
a condition of his marriage, adopted the Christian faith, he brought 
with him four priests, one of whom, Diuma, was shortly afterwards 
consecrated bishop, and doubtless fixed upon some spot in the 
neighbourhood as a kind of chief establishment for education.

Peada lived but a few years—not more than five—and after his 
death, by treachery, Wulfhere, his uncle, succeeded to the throne,
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being supported by the pagan population, through whose means 
he had been concealed from the search of Oswy, when all the rest 
of Peada's family were destroyed, with the exception of Peada 
only. This change necessarily affected Christianity, and would 
prove a check and discouragement to its teachers. It may have 
been upon this occasion that Breedon Hill became first occupied 
by them as a stronghold, and an educational establishment. I 
used to consider the name as derived from Brsed dun—broad hill, 
—but 1 find it called by Bede Brindun, which may mean Fragment 
Hill, an expression very applicable to it in its present state, and 
probably not less so at that remote period. If, however, Breedon 
was then thus occupied—as it certainly was but a short time later, for 
in 781 there was a monastery there, from which a priest was elected 
to the archiepiscopal see of Canterbury, Tatwine, who is repre 
sented as a man renowned for religion and wisdom, and notably 
learned in sacred writ—if then, Breedon was thus occupied, we 
must expect that there would be a path between Repton and 
Breedon, and this would necessarily pass through Melbourne.

Now when Ethelred, son of Peada, in 675 had succeeded his 
uncle Wulfhere, Christianity was again cherished, and this path 
would probably be much used, as lying between the seat of power 
and the seat of learning. Osthird the queen appears to have been 
a devout Christian, and it may have been in one of her visits to 
Breedon that she was waylaid and murdered by her own people, 
some say with the connivance of Ethelred, her husband.

Upon this slight foundation we try to lay the first stone of the 
history of Melbourne Church. Osthird was waylaid and murdered; 
she was a Christian, and there was a Christian establishment at 
Breedon, to reach which she must have passed through the spot 
on which Melbourne is built. Wherever any person of note met 
a violent death, it was not unusual to erect a building in which 
continual prayers should be offered up, both for the eternal health 
of the person slain, and also of him who had caused it to be done. 
If, then, her death occurred here, it is quite allowable to suppose 
that some such building was erected by Ethelred, and the sup 
position that this was the case is strengthened by the name of the 
place, Melbourne (being scarcely altered from Maelburn, the brook 
of the Cross), and by the tradition that this church was built by 
Ethelred as an atonement for the murder of his queen.

This present building, however, was certainly not erected by 
Ethelred. Without noticing the fact that most of the buildings of 
that period were formed of wood—the Saxon term for building is 
getimbrian—yet as the Danes wintered at Repton in 874, and 
overrun the whole country, we cannot suppose that a building of 
any pretension would have been left uninjured by them so near 
to the place they occupied.

But there are other reasons for supposing that the present
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building is considerably later than the period of this first erection 
of a Christian building. I do not venture to give any opinion 
founded upon the character of the architecture, of which others 
are better able to judge than I am, but I would call your attention 
to the capital of one of the pillars, on which we find two crosses, 
with a pel!at in each angle. The symbol of the cross was adopted 
by those Saxon kings who had become Christians, as a mark of 
their profession of the faith. This would at first be a simple cross, 
and afterwards distinguishing marks would be adopted, which we 
find to have been one, two, or three pellats in the angle. By a 
reference to the Saxon coinage we find those with one pellat, 
exactly identical with the crosses on this capital of this pillar, were 
not used until the time of the deputy kings of Mercia; so that 
there is some reason for supposing that the present building was 
erected after the ninth century, and probably before the Conquest. 

The changes which have been made in the course of successive 
centuries will perhaps be better understood by an inspection of 
the church. I therefore beg to close these remarks, and request 
you to view the different parts of the building.

While passing round the church the Rev. J. Deans stated that 
there was on foot a project for restoring it, and raising for that 
purpose not less than £1200. £300. were now promised within 
the parish, and it was hoped, with the help of Lord Palmerston 
and family, the required amount might be got together. He also 
stated that when the church was last whitewashed, in 1842, he had 
discovered upon one of the pillars a painting, which seemed to him 
to have some reference to the event in connection with which a 
church was originally built there, consisting of a man holding a 
female figure with one hand and a raised club with the other, 
accompanied by other figures apparently in hiding. He believed 
that originally there were no windows in the outer walls of the 
aisles, but that the light was derived solely from the clerestory. 
The nave was divided from the aisles by remarkably lofty Norman 
arches, and the clerestory opened into the church through groups 
of three arches, the centre one of each group being higher than 
the other two. At the chancel end were evident proofs of there 
having once been three circular apses. At the west end also were 
three fine arches in the porticus, which it is proposed to throw 
open into the church, if the restoration should be effected. This 
portion of the building was roofed with flat pieces of sandstone 
grouted together, and it was supposed that the church itself had 
originally a roof of the same character. One of the monuments 
was a recumbent figure in armour, in memory of an ancestor of 
the late Lord Hardinge.

From the church the party next proceeded to the grounds and 
gardens of the hall, which they were kindly permitted to inspect
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by G. Briscoe, Esq. After about half-an-hour spent in this pleasant 
ramble, the part}' were invited to partake of a plentiful and sub 
stantial luncheon, which was as thoroughly enjoyed as the more 
intellectual proceedings of the day. At the close, the health of 
Mr. and Mrs. Briscoe and family was proposed by Mr. Cave, of 
Repton, and suitably responded to by Mr. Briscoe, who expressed 
his gratification at receiving and entertaining the party.

Breedon-on-the-Hill was the next stage in the journey. Here 
first the remains of the ancient encampment attracted attention, 
and next the church. The building, then a monastic establishment, 
was purchased, it was stated, from the king at the dissolution for 
£100. by an ancestor of the Shirleys, and by him given to the 
parish, reserving to himself and descendants the north side. In 
this aisle are some fine monuments of several periods to members 
of the family, and the very remarkable Shirley pew, having two 
compartments made of oak, and so shut in at the top and sides 
that the occupants would not find it easy to unite in worship with 
the congregation in the body of the church. This pew is believed 
to be unique, at least in this county.

The party next proceeded to Staunton Harold, the residence of 
Earl Ferrers, who received them most courteously, and himself 
conducted them to the various points of interest in the mansion. 
The library with its valuable books, paintings, engravings, and 
curiosities, detained the visitors a considerable time. Next they 
entered the drawing-room to see the large family picture by Vancler- 
wert, which was much admired. They were also shown the room 
formerly the chapel, when the possessor of the estate'was a Roman 
Catholic, and the adjoining apartment, round which are portraits 
of several saints. In the ball-room, which has a fine ceiling, 
painted by an Italian artist, was the pedigree and quarterings of 
the family, in two divisions, one extending from the Saxon chiefs 
to the time of Queen Elizabeth, and the other subsequent to that 
period. In another room entered for the purpose of seeing the 
portrait of the founder of the church, Sir Robert Shirley, an 
agreeable surprise had been prepared for the party in the shape 
of an elegant dessert, which we need scarcely say was much 
enjoyed. The church was next visited, and struck everyone by 
the perfect and beautiful order in which it was kept. The fine 
communion plate, the gift of the founder, was exhibited and 
described: and the Rev. G. Gilbert in brief but appropriate 
language, expressed his heartfelt wishes for the long life and 
welfare of Earl Ferrers, as the descendant of so good a man. 
The attention of the visitors was especially directed to the fol 
lowing inscription, in a white marble slab over the west door:— 
" In the year J 653, when all things sacred throughout the nation 
were either demolished or profaned, Sir Robert Shirley, Baronet, 
founded this church, whose singular praise it was to have done the
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best things in the worst of times, and to have hoped them in the 
most calamitous. ' The righteous shall be had in everlasting 
remembrance.'"

Time had flown so rapidly in the pleasant inspection of Staunton 
Harold, that those of the party who had to return to Leicester, 
had to deprive themselves of the promised visit to Coleorton Hall, 
the last station on the programme, in order to be at Ashby in time 
for the train.

Throughout the day the Rev. J. M. Gresley acted as conductor, 
and discharged his task with great ability and success. Both he 
and the other members of the local committee deserve the greatest 
credit for the exertions they made to prepare for and carry on the 
proceedings with such complete success.

August 3 1st, 1857. 

THE REV. G. E. GILLETT in the chair.

THE REV. R. BCRNABY exhibited two rings, one of them, 
discovered a few years ago in Leicester, of copper gilt; embossed 
upon it was a skeleton, and on the inner surface was engraven— 
Die to Live. The date of it was conjectured to be the latter half 
of the seventeenth century.

MR. THOMAS NEVINSON produced a rubbing of the monumental 
brass of Joice, relict of Sir John Tiptoft, in Enfield Church, 
Middlesex. The effigy in this elaborate brass is represented as 
habited in a sideless cote-hardi, worn over a kirtle, and a mantle, 
the mantle being embroidered with the arms of Powis impaling 
Holland. The inscription on the border-fillets is partly covered, 
but it is given in full by Gough, with the exception of a few words 
at the commencement. This lady was daughter to Edward 
Charlton, Lord Powis, who married Eleanor, widow of Roger 
Mortimer, Earl of Marche, and daughter to Thomas Holland, 
Earl of Kent. She died September 2nd, 1446. A full and 
learned description of this brass, by the Rev. C. Boutell, will be 
found in the first volume of the Transactions of the London and 
Middlesex Archaological Society.

MR. VINCENT WING produced a design for a west window in 
the church at Kirby Bellars, to the memory of the Rev. Edward 
Manners. It is to be filled with stained glass, by Wailes, repre 
senting the call, ordination, charge, and martyrdom of S. Peter.
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assure them that the society will be glad to give them any advice 
and assistance in their power."

It was further resolved: "That the thanks of this society be 
tendered to the Right Honorable the Earl Ferrers, the Rev. Dr. 
Pears, and G. Briscoe, Esq., for their courteous and hospitable 
reception of the society on their annual excursion on the 29th of 
July last."

The following gentlemen were elected members of the society: 
the Rev. W. A. C. B. Cave, Rector of Stretton-en-le-Field, and 
Messrs. Brigges, of King's Newton, and W. P. Cox of Leicester.

October 27th, 1857. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY in the chair.

MR. THO. WARD exhibited a rubbing of the small brass effigy, 
with inscription, of Robert Willardsey, Vicar of Hillingdon, near 
Uxbridge, who died 13th March, 1424.

MR. V. WING exhibited two photographs of the west end of 
the church at Kirby Bellars, by Mr. Adcock, showing the new 
window, containing the memorial to the Rev. E. Manners, the 
design for which was produced at the last Meeting.

MR. THOMPSON laid before the Meeting a number of Anglo- 
Saxon antiquities from Saxby in this county, which he explained 
in the following Paper:

I HAVE pleasure in laying before the society to-day several relics 
of Anglo-Saxon antiquity. They consist of fragments of pottery, 
ornaments, and weapons, all illustrative of the condition and 
habits of our ancestors, and confirmatory of our previous know 
ledge on these subjects. The pottery consists of three jars, nearly 
complete, and of a portion of a fourth. They are of the common 
shape and rudely ornamented, exemplifying the homely taste of 
the Teutons, as we find it evinced by the Franks in Normandy, or 
by the German tribes of the Rhine and Switzerland. Here is no 
Roman elaborateness or sombre Etruscan fancy, but simply the 
point, the zigzag, and line of the Saxon. In outline only is there 
any pretension to elegance, and that is marred by the bosses around 
the lateral swell of the bulb. Some mystery yet hangs over the 
purpose of these vessels. Sometimes bones are found in them, 
the remains of the body after burning. At other times no such 
remains are discovered. From this it may be inferred they were 
frequently used for domestic purposes. No reason can be adduced 
whv they should not be so ordinarily, but in some cases be applied 
for- burial purposes. In other examples, the small size of the jars
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indicates they were drinking cups, or something of that kind— 
they are too small for funeral urns. Of the ornaments, first come 
the fibulae. The larger of the two produced is more complete 
than any I have yet seen; it is in most respects of the same 
description as those are which Mr. Wright (in " The Celt, the 
Roman, and the Saxon") says are peculiar to the Angles, who 
formerly inhabited Mercia, East Atiglia, and Northumbria; yet it 
differs from them in some particulars. A grotesque head is dis 
coverable on the lower part of the shaft. The other fibula is very 
nearly like one found at Ingarsby, and is broken off in the same way 
below the centre; possibly for the same reason—that the lower 
part, being below the pin-point at the back, seemed to its former 
owner superfluous and in the way, and therefore the practical 
Saxon roughly made it shorter. Next to the fibulae we have the 
beads, of different colours and stripes. Some are of glass, others 
of earthenware, inlaid with a coloured material in a striated pattern. 
It seems these ornaments were worn by men as well as women. 
Here are also part of the articles of the chatelaine—the pin and 
the tweezers, both of bronze. L'Abbe Cochet has the following 
graphic passage about the probable use of the latter by the Franks of 
ancient Normandy: " Puis, il me semble, que 1'usage de cet in 
strument fait supposer un homme age nourrissant one forte barbe, 
car on croit communement que cette pince servait chaque jour a 
arracher les poils epais et touffus qui poussaient sous les narines 
des Barbares."

Of the weapons there is the spear head and knife, and the 
point, apparently, of a dart. -Respecting the circumstances at 
tendant on the .discovery of these relics I am not well informed. 
All I learn is that they were found in the parish of Saxby, near to 
Stapleford Park, some years ago. They lay about three feet below 
the surface, and a low mound had at sometime covered them. 
Seeing that the Angles settled in Mercia about the year 585, and 
were professedly christianized about the year 653, after which 
burial around churches would begin—seeing, in short, that these 
remains are those of a Pagan Saxon, it is probable that the 
interment took place twelve hundred years ago. I have no doubt 
many similar discoveries have yet to be made in the neighbourhood 
of our villages; as in many cases, they were originally settled by 
members of Anglian families in the ante-Christian era.

MR. T. NEVINSON produced rubbings of three interesting 
brasses. The brass of Richard Tooner (as it is supposed), Rector 
of Broadwater, Sussex, A.D. 1432-45, is in the form of a cross 
floury: the original foot-legend has been supplanted by one to the 
memory of John Corby, Rector, A.D. 1415. That of Nicholas 
Aumberdene, fishmonger, of London, has also a cross, standing 
upon a fish, his effigy, within the quarterfoil in the centre, his 
costume being of the time of Edward III. The third brass was
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that of a priest and of a frankelein, in Shottesbrooke Church, Buck 
inghamshire. Their effigies are beueath canopies. The priest is 
habited in the amice, alb, stole, maniple, and chasuble. On his 
embroidered vestments is the remarkable fylfot-cross, alternating 
with a flower of four leaves. The frankelein, probably his brother, 
is attired in tunic, mantle, and hood; from his girdle hangs an 
aulace, a short weapon between a sword and a dagger. The shoes 
are pointed, and fastened over the instep. The date of this brass 
is about 1370.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a small metal pestle and 
mortar, formerly in the possession of Stukely, the antiquary, and 
now of the Rev. M. Vavasour. It is ornamented with masks and 
arabesques, and has the inscription, LAVS . DEO . SEMPER . 
AO., 1632. It was probably used for pounding incense. Three 
mortars of a similar character were sent by the Edinburgh 
Society of Antiquaries to the Exhibition at Manchester. One 
of them had the date 1630, and SOLI DEO GLORIA: another 
with 1601, was said to be Dutch.

MR. GRESLEY also produced a coloured tracing of a large 
drawing of the monastic building of Christ Church, Canterbury, 
contained in a magnificent MS. Psalter in the library of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. The book is the work of Eadwin, a monk, 
and was written about the time of King Stephen, 1135-54. The 
drawing is a kind of bird's-eye view, showing the Conventual 
Church (or Cathedral), the cloistered courts, chapter house, 
refectory, kitchen, dormitory, guesten-hall, infirmary, necessarium, 
domestic offices, orchard, vineyard, &c. The drawing, however, 
seems to have been made for the purpose of showing the arrange 
ments for the distribution of water throughout the monastic 
buildings, the water-courses, from a reservoir about a mile distant, 
being indicated by broad red, brown, and yellow lines. Professor 
Willis, in the Archaeological Journal for 1847, gave an account of 
an investigation he made of the present buildings in the Close of 
the Cathedral of Canterbury, when he found that wherever Eadwin 
indicates a building in the drawing, Norman remains of a building 
are still to be found, or a good reason may be assigned for a 
later building supplying its place.

The Secretary was instructed to forward to the Incumbent 
of Oadby a copy of the resolution passed at the last Meeting, 
respecting the restoration of churches in Leicestershire.

Mr. J. S. Clarke, of Brentingby Hall, was elected a member of 
the Society.



162 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY.

December 28th, 1857. 

THE REV. G. E. GILLETT in the chair.

ME. G. C. BELLATRS exhibited several photographs of different 
\iews of Fountains Abbey, Yorkshire.

MR. T. NORTH exhibited a good photograph of the west front 
of Salisbury Cathedral.

MR. T. NEVINSON exhibited a rubbing of the brass of Sir 
Bobert Septvans, from Chartham Church, Kent; date, 1306. The 
figure is cross-legged, and habited in chain mail, over -which is a 
surcoat, ornamented with wheat fans. The shield on his left arm 
has the same device. The feet rest on a lion, and the head is 
uncovered. Also a rubbing from the brass of Archbishop Harsnett, 
from Chigwell Church, Essex; date, 1631. The Archbishop is 
represented in a richly decorated cope and mitre, with a pastoral 
staff in his left hand and a boot in his right. The following 
inscription is round the verge of the slab: " Hie jacet Samuel 
Harsnett, quondam Vicarius kujus Ecclesia primo indignus Epis- 
coptts, Cicestriensis deindignior Episcop. Norwicensis, deinum 
indignissim. Archiepiscop. Eboracen Qui obiit xxv. die Mail, 
Anno Dne. 1631." At the corners of the slab are the four 
Evangelists writing, with their respective symbols. At the feet of 
the figure is the following inscription: " Quod ipsissimum Epi- 
taphium ex abundanti humilitate sibi poni testamento curavit 
Reverendissimus prcesul." There are four shields on the slab, one 
bearing his own arms, and the rest the arms of the three sees 
impaled with his own.

Some conversation occurred condemnatory of the intended 
church clock at Oadby, which is to have three faces. One half of 
each face is to be in the tower and the other half in the spire, and 
for this purpose the stonework will have to be cut away to the 
extent of four feet in circumference, greatly endangering the 
safety of the fabric, and altogether spoiling the appearance of 
the elegant broach tower of one of our best specimens of village 
churches.

Mr. C. A. Macaulay was elected a member of the society.
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February 22«rf, 1858. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY, M.A., in the chair.

The subject of the Oadby church clock was again brought 
before the meeting, and some correspondence in reference to it 
read, when, instead of the proposed expensive and by no means 
tasteful plan of cutting a large hole in the spire, and then building 
out a place for the clock, the society recommended that if the 
clock had three faces placed in the lower part of the spire, the 
three dials be made of open or skeleton work of cast or wrought 
iron, of a light design, taking care that the letters and hands, 
which should be gilded, be as visible as possible, and the rest of 
the frame comparatively invisible. The dials would project 
from or stand out from the spire, so that the faces would be 
perfectly vertical. This plan would not interfere with the fabric, 
and not much injure the appearance of the church; it would render 
all stonework and building unnecessary, be a great saving in ex 
pense, and the clock would be conspicuous from a distance.

MR. V. WING exhibited some interesting views of churches, 
and also a very accurate architectural drawing by himself of the 
beautiful church of Melton Mowbray restored, to illustrate the 
following

CRITICISMS ON SOME ANCIENT EXAMPLES OF 
GOTHIC WORK.

I SUBMIT for your inspection a few views of churches, which I 
think will be found interesting. Some of them show great beauty 
of design, and others furnish valuable hints to the ecclesiastical 
architect. The first to be produced is that of Dunchurcb, in 
Warwickshire, the tower of which is worth observation. The 
next is the beautiful Perpendicular church at Devizes, in Wiltshire. 
In each of these much judgment appears in overcoming the diffi-
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fecting the design, it was necessary to have a-corresponding 
window in each. Here was the difficulty: for a door was equally 
necessary, not only for utility, but to relieve in some degree the 
dulness of uniformity; and where was room for it to be found ? 
The designer has not hesitated to cut off a portion of the lower 
part of one side of the centre window with a blank piece of wall, 
defined with a skewtable cutting across in a slanting direction, as 
in perspective a porch would intersect a window, and yet without 
detriment. Into this portion so gained he has inserted a doorway 
worthy of the rest of the edifice. This church, it may be, is 
familiarly known to most of us, but those who are not acquainted with 
it, are advised to see it; not only is its exterior so good, but in the 
interior the sepulchre and founder's tomb afford equal if not 
greater attractions. The sepulchres formerly used in the worship 
of the Church of Rome having been usually of wood, are seldom 
found in existence in our English churches. The most interesting 
example in this district is, I apprehend, that at Ashwell, on this 
side Oakbam. But the most famous for their profusion of ornament 
are those of Heckington and Hawton. Of the former I have a 
print; in producing it as giving some idea of the latter one, I have 
to remark that it is mutilated and inferior to it. The exquisite 
enrichment of the walls of Hawton chancel by the founder's tomb 
and the sepulchre, it is impossible to describe. The work is in 
excellent preservation, and is as good in execution as in design.

A person of a practised eye often finds annoyance from the 
unsatisfactory representations of architectural subjects given in 
engravings. The church at Melton in the best yet published is, 
so to speak, every stone wrong; and consequently it is no guide 
to the periods and styles of its different parts. For my own 
satisfaction I undertook, a few years ago, to make an architectural 
drawing of it, and have been induced to bring it to lay before the 
meeting. In two instances the church suffers very materially from 
dilapidations. The parapet of the aisles has disappeared, and the 
caps or pinnacles of the porch octangular buttresses have perished, 
and been replaced by debased substitutes. In the drawing I 
have restored the parapet, and the pinnacles I have ventured to 
supply from a design furnished by a canopy in York Minster.

THE REV. E. W. WOODCOCK exhibited a rubbing of the brass 
of Sir Roger de Trumpington, of the date 1289, from Trumpington 
Church, Cambridge. The head of the figure is supported by the 
tilting helmet, which is large and conical, having at its apex a 
staple for affixing either the heraldic crest or the lady's scarf, 
known in chivalry as the " kerchief of pleasaunce." The helmet 
itself is secured by a chain to the narrow cincture round the waist, 
with a view thus to enable the knight to recover this important 
piece of his defensive equipment should he chance to be unnelmed



AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 167

in the melee. The shield of Sir R. de Trnmpington is large and 
concave, charged with the armorial bearings of the family, azure, 
crusuly, two trumpets in pale. The armour is chain-mail, sur 
mounted by a loose surcoat, reaching below the knees and confined 
to the waist by a cord. The sword is crossed in front of the body. 
SirR. de Trumpington accompanied Edward I., before he ascended 
the throue, to the Holy Land, and his brass is the only one in 
existence, which is certainly and without doubt that of a crusader. 
Sir R. de Trumpington was present, in A.D. 1278, at the Windsor 
Tournament and in the very armour represented on his brass, as 
appears from the tournament roll.

MR. WOODCOCK also exhibited a rubbing of the brass of Sir 
Richard de Buslingthorpe, from Buslingthorpe Church, Lincoln 
shire, of the date of A.D. 1289, which, and the brass of Sir R. de 
Trumpington, with one exception, are the earliest brasses known to 
exist. The armour is identical with that of Sir R. de Trumpington; 
between the hands is a small heart; there is no shield or weapon. 
A third rubbing was also exhibited by Mr. Woodcock from the 
brass (demi figure) of an unknown knight, in banded ring-mail, 
supposed to be Sir John d'Orby, of the date of A.D. 1380, from 
Croft Church, Lincolnshire.

MR. T. W. H. MILLER (through the Secretary) exhibited a 
rubbing taken by himself from a tomb in Wimborne Minster, of a 
Saxon King, with the following inscription: " In hoc loco quiescit 
corpus sti Ethelredi, regis West Saxomim, Martyris, gut Ano. 
Dom. 873, 23 Die Aprilis, per Manus Dacorum Paganorum 
occubit" Below this is a shield charged with cross-fleury. It is 
a demi figure with a sceptre, and crowned.

MR. NORTH exhibited some very beautiful duplicates of ancient 
and modern seals and medals, electrotyped by Mr. Weatherhead, 
Curator of the Leicester Museum; they were much admired and 
commended. Mr. North stated that Mr. Weatherhead could 
furnish by this process at a very trifling cost, duplicates of any 
antique or other seal or medal.

April 26tfi, 1858. 

WILLIAM PERRV-HERRICK, ESQ., in the chair.

A letter was read from the Rev. L. Gregory stating that three 
new faces for the church clock at Oadby had been completed 
previously to his receiving the opinion expressed by the Society 
at its last meeting. It was still hoped by the Committee that the
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threatened disfigurement of the structure might not be carried into 
effect.

MR. HERRICK exhibited two spear heads, two celts, and an 
armlet, all of bronze, recently discovered by some workmen em 
ployed by him in cutting a drive through the encampment on 
Beacon Hill, Charnwood Forest. The soil of a space measuring 
about six feet by three, where all the articles excepting the last 
were found, appeared to be different from the ground adjoining, some 
of this had therefore been sent by Mr. Herrick to Dr. Bernays, of 
St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington, to be analyzed. Dr. Bernays 
discovered it to contain bone, pottery of well-burnt clay, and wood 
charcoal. The spear heads were nearly alike, and of the shape 
which has been called " myrtle-leaf," with round sockets (without 
rings) for the wooden shafts to fit into, the sockets going some 
way into the blade of the head. One of the celts, about three 
inches long, was of an unusual description, being gouge-shaped, 
with a socket for receiving a handle. This kind of celt is of more 
common occurrence in Ireland than in England. [Four Irish 
specimens are engraved in the Archaeological Journal, vol. iv. p. 
335.] The armlet, which was unornamented, was found perhaps 
fifty yards from the other articles, and outside the encampment. 
These articles, according to recent classification, would be assigned 
to the Celtic period, i. e., to the inhabitants of England previously 
to their subjugation by the Romans. The latter usually selected 
low and flat situations for their encampments, trusting to their 
own military skill for security, while the Britons availed themselves 
of naturally fortified positions—such as the Beacon Hill.

It was observed respecting the brass of King Etheldred, at 
Wimborne, Dorsetshire, of which a rubbing was exhibited at the 
last Meeting, that the demi-figure of the saint is assigned, in 
Manning's List of Monumental Brasses to about the year 1450, 
and in Simpson's List to about 1440, while the inscription was 
thought to be of the second half of the seventeenth century. 
During the restoration (so called) of Wimborne Minster, last year, 
another older inscription belonging to this figure was somewhere 
discovered.1 It is not unlikely that this latter one may have been 
removed when the Puritans were in power, during the Interregnum; 
and not being forthcoming after the Restoration, the present in 
scription was substituted for it. Leland, in Henry the Eighth's time, 
thus speaks of this monument: " King Etheldrede was byried by 
her" (S. Cuthburga, on the north side of the Presbytery), " whos 
Tumbe teas lately reparid, and a Marble Stone ther layid with 
an image of a King in a Plate of Brasse with the inscription : 
' In hoc loco quiescit corpus S. Etheldredi regis Wastsaxonum, 
martyris. qui Ao. DL 827, 13 die Apr. per manus Danorum 
Payanorum occubuit.''"—Vol. iii. fol. 55.
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MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited an ancient stirrup, said to have 
been found near the Leicester Abbey.

MR. T. NEVINSON laid upon the table, as illustrative of Mr. 
Wing's essay, read at the February meeting, the large engravings 
of Hawton Church, Nottinghamshire, published by the Cambridge 
Cainden Society. He also mentioned that during the recent 
repairs at Leicester Castle, some remains of its ancient Norman 
hall had been brought to light. Originally it was a large apart 
ment, with aisles formed by two rows of oak pillars supporting the 
roof, five on each side, thirty feet high, and twenty-two inches 
square, with carved capitals. One only of these now remains 
entire. The halls of Oakham Castle (engraved in Turner's 
Domestic Architecture, vol. i.) and of Winchester, were of similar 
formation, but with stone pillars.

MR. JAMES THOMPSON then read some observations on Roman 
Leicester, particularly with reference to the outline of its walls. 
He held that there was originally a western wall, parallel with the 
eastern wall, and that a space was left between the Jewry wall 
and the river, in the same way as at York and Chester there 
was a wall on the river side of the encampment, under similar 
circumstances. In answer to an enquiry from the Chairman, Mr. 
Thompson stated it was his intention, on a future occasion, to 
follow out the consequences involved in the establishment of this 
position.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY produced a copy of a rare tract 
with the following title-page,—" A Sermon preached at Ashby-de- 
la-Zouch in the Countie of Leicester: at the Funerall of the truly 
noble and vertuous Lady Elizabeth Stanley, one of the daughters 
and coheirs of the Right Honourable Ferdinand late Earle'of 
Derby, and late wife of Henrie Earle of Huntingdon the fifth 
Earle of that Familie. The 9th of February, Anno Dom. 1633. 
By T. F.—London. Printed by W. T. and T. P., and are to be 
sold by Matthew Simmons at his shop, at the Golden Lyon in 
Duck-lane, 1635." Next to the title page follows a portrait of the 
Countess in an oval, with two angels holding a coronet over the 
head; the arms of Hastings impaling Stanley, and the crests of 
those families,—the bull's head and bird-and-bantling,—being 
inserted in the corners. She has a long face with aquiline nose, 
her hair falls back upon her shoulders; she wears a falling ruff 
and tight figured dress.* After an epitaph by Lord Falkland 
follows the text, St. John xi. 25. The present copy is bound in 
vellum with gilt tooling, and has the Stanley crest and coronet 
stamped upon the sides. On a fly-leaf is written in a hand of the 
period,—" Eliza Fowler her Booke given her by the Right Honble.

* This engraving is by John Payne, of whom Bryan says,—" his portraits are 
the most esteemed of his prints; they are executed entirely with the graver, in a 
free, open style, and produce a very pleasing effect."
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Henry Earle of Huntingdon." Her descendant, the Rev. C. Inge, 
of Benn Hill, now possesses it.

The Rev. J. O. Picton, and Mr. H. J. Davis, were elected 
members of the society; and the Rev. W. B. Moore was added 
to the committee.

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Herrick for presiding and 
for his valuable contribution to the articles exhibited.

June 28th, 1858. 
THE REV. R. BURNABY in the chair.

MR. JAMES THOMPSON exhibited a drawing, by Mr. H. Goddard, 
of the hall of Leicester Castle, as it appeared previously to the 
alterations effected in 1821, when its original appearance was 
entirely destroyed; together with a ground plan of several portions 
of it. Engravings of these are to accompany the paper on Lei 
cester Castle, read by Mr. Thompson at the annual meeting of the 
society in 1856, which is about to be printed.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY produced an anastatic print, by Miss 
Gresley, of the antiquities discovered on Beacon Hill, in March 
last by Mr. Herrick, at whose expense a sufficient number of 
impressions will be taken for presentation to the members of the 
society.*

THE REV. E. W. WOODCOCK exhibited casts, in copper, of the 
great seal of King Edward the Confessor, the inscription on which 
is, " SIG1LLVM EADWARDI ANGLORVM BASILEI." The 
word Basilei instead of Regis is an interesting indication of the 
knowledge and use of the Greek language among the Anglo- 
Saxons. Humphrey, in his book on Common Prayer, states that 
King Athelstane's Psalter contains the earliest existing copy of 
the Nicene Creed, and that it is in Greek, but written in Saxon 
characters. The knowledge of Greek among the Anglo-Saxons 
points to the connection between the early Church of England and 
the Eastern Church. It shows that the Latin language had not 
then thatexclusive possession which it certainly obtained in England 
between the Norman Conquest and the revival of learning. The 
fact that Christianity was introduced originally from the Eastern 
Church, through Gaul, and that the usages of the East (as for 
instance, the time of keeping Easter) prevailed in England until 
the Conquest, and among the Anglo-Saxons even after, is well 
known. The knowledge, therefore, of the Greek among the 
Anglo-Saxons, and of the Latin exclusively among the Normans, is 
important. The Norman Conquest brought Rome, and the lan-

* Kindly reproduced by Mr. Joseph Goddard for these Transactions.—See 
facing page 168.
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guage of Rome, in a way, to England, which S. Augustine's mission 
had failed to do, although the succession of the clergy of the 
previous Eastern Church of England had been superseded by the 
western missionaries.

MR. NEALE exhibited an angel of the thirty-fourth year of 
Henry VIII., the peculiarity of which consists in an amulet or 
gun-hole on the side of the ship on the reverse. — Folkes, pi. vi.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY produced rubbings of the brass of 
S. Ethelred, in Wimborne Minster, and of the inscription belonging 
to it, mentioned at the last meeting as having been discovered 
during the restoration of the church last year, which is as follows : 
"In hoc loco yviescit corpvs Sancti E their edi Regis West- 
Saxonvm Martyris, qvi Anno Domini 872 : 23 die Aprilis 
per mawos Dacorvm Paganorvm occvbvit."

This inscription is upon a plate measuring lOg-by 3 inches. 
It differs from the inscription now in the church, in having no 
contractions, and also having the date 872 instead of 873, the 
latter, according to Hutchins, being a wrong one. Leland says 
the date when he visited Wimborne (temp. Hen. VIII.) was 827, 
" evidently a misprint," says Hutchins, " for 872 ;" which shows 
that it was the inscription recently discovered, if either of them, 
"which Leland saw. -But although evidently more ancient than the 
present inscription, the one discovered has the appearance of 
being of the close rather than the commencement of the sixteenth 
century.

MR. GRESLEY also exhibited the following antiquities discovered 
last year in the Minster and Stow Pools at Lichfield, which have 
been let dry in order to the latter being formed into a reservoir for 
the town of Walsall. They are now in the possession of C. Gresley, 
Esq. : — A small iron battle-axe, seventeen inches in length : this was 
probably used as a martel-de-fer, an offensive weapon, used for 
breaking through chain-mail and plates of armour, in order to 
make an opening for a lance or sword thrust — A spur, singularly 
shaped, of perhaps the last century — An ancient steel horse-shoe : 
by striking the holes for the nails, several of which remain in them, 
the outer edge has a scalloped shape — Several narrow sharp-pointed 
knives, from 7g- to 9 inches long, of the sixteenth century : the 
haft of one of them is of black bone, inlaid with trefoils and 
ornaments of brass — A large clasp-knife, with buck's-horn haft, 
twelve inches in length — Several keys of the fifteenth or sixteenth 
centuries, and a small one of still older date — A piece of early 
English pottery, perhaps of the twelfth or thirteenth century. It 
is of reddish and grey clay, with a green glaze. The head and 
tail are broken off. It is hollow, and has a large aperture at the 
breast ; but it does not look as if it could ever have been used as 
a jug or bottle. The length of it is 6£ inches. — Fragment of the
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neck of a Flemish stone-ware jug, called a "Greybeard," or 
" Bellarmine," of the sixteenth or seventeenth century—Soles of 
shoes of the thirteenth or fourteenth century, with small heels, 
narrow instep, broad across the ball of the foot, and quite a sharp 
point at the toe—Soles of shoes of the fifteenth century, much 
the same shape as the others, but round at the toe—A leaden seal, 
or bull, of one of the Popes, whose name is obliterated: two 
rude faces upon the other side have over them, S PA[ULUS] 
S PE[TRUS]—A number of brass counters, commonly called 
Nuremburg tokens, formerly used for making calculations, by an 
arrangement something similar to that of markers at whist, which 
is doubtless a remnant of the old practice: the devices upon these 
tokens are various and interesting, consisting of ornamental crosses, 
fleur-de-lis, heraldic bearings, ships, the globe surmounted by the 
cross, &c.: one was plainly an imitation of the silver pennies of 
Edward I. and II., but with pellats in place of the legend—Two 
leaden counters, one of them with the letter K, the other apparently 
a saint's head and glory about it—An angel of the seventeenth 
year of James I., with a hole through it for suspension, it having 
been given to a person when touched by the King for the evil. 
The reverse has a ship with the royal arms on the mainsail.— 
Folkes, pi. JLii.Jig. 7.

There have also been discovered in these pools some cannon 
balls; an unexploded shell, ten inches in diameter; some Lichfield, 
Coventry, and Tamworth tokens of the seventeenth century; a 
considerable quantity of stags' horns, &c. Prints of some of 
these antiquities appeared in the volume of the Anastatic Drawing 
Society for 1857, and in the Companion to the Lichfield Diocesan 
Church Calendar for 1858. The Misericordia, or Coup de Grace 
sword, in the latter publication, is of the time of Mary or Elizabeth. 
The "Malabar Crease" is not correctly so called; it is a Mahratta 
dagger.

MR. THOMPSON read the following report, which was unani 
mously adopted:—

" The Sub-Committee appointed to make the preliminary 
arrangements for the annual meeting have to report—

" That they recommend the holding of the meeting this year at 
Market Harborough, on Wednesday, the 28th of July.

"That W. de Capel Brooke, Esq., the Rev. F. P. Johnson, 
the Rev. T. James, and S. W. Cox, Esq., Secretary, will undertake 
to act as a Local Committee.

" That they recommend the arrangements for the meeting to be 
left to the Local Committee, the Committee undertaking to pay the 
necessary expenses.

"That they recommend the adoption of the following route 
for the Excursion, on Thursday, July 29th: Harborough, Great
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Bowden, Welham, Medbourne, Holt (?), Hallaton, Cranoe, Gloos- 
ton, Staunton Wyville, Langton, to the railway station at Kibworth 
Harcourt.

"That S. W. Cox, Esq., Local Secretary, will be happy to 
receive any objects of interest and curiosity for the Exhibition at 
the annual meeting."

A vote of thanks to the Chairman concluded the proceedings.

July 28th, 1858.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

IN accordance with the arrangements mentioned at the last 
meeting, the Annual General Meeting was held in Market Har- 
borough on this day. A temporary Museum, which will be noticed 
presently, was opened at the Corn Exchange.

At half-past twelve o'clock, the members of the society and 
their friends assembled at the PARISH CHURCH, which had recently 
been restored, where they were received by the Incumbent, THE 
REV. F. P. JOHNSON, who in the course of his remarks upon the 
ancient history of the fabric, and upon the works of restoration 
recently completed, pointed out two sedilia on the south side of 
the chancel, and stated that they (or rather one and a half of them) 
had been discovered during the progress of the works, and he 
expressed a doubt whether 'from the line of the window above 
cutting one of these in half, that window was an original one. 
He thought it probable that it might have been removed with others, 
from the church of St. Mary-in-Arden when it was destroyed.

THE REV. T. JAMES being requested to give a description of 
the church, expressed his regret at the absence of the Rev. G. Poole, 
of Welford, who, he said, would have performed the task much 
more ably than he could do. The great feature of the church, as 
they all might perceive, was its extremely beautiful tower and 
spire, which were built on the pyramidical principle from the very 
basement to the apex. Every stage of the tower battered in, and 
there was not a single perpendicular line about it. If they ex 
amined all the finest spires in Europe, he believed they would find 
them formed on a similar principle. He could not agree that the 
window alluded to had been brought from another church. He 
thought that the chancel, tower, and spire were built in the early 
part of the fourteenth century, and that the same architect designed 
the whole. This might be inferred from the similarity of the 
window referred to, and the fine geometrical east window, which 
had been so well restored. It was remarkable that in the fifteenth 
century they cut the whole of the nave, put in architecture of a
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very inferior character, and added a perpendicular clerestory. 
The roof having decayed, he supposed to save the expense of 
replacing the timbers, they thought it better to carry up the walls 
and put in a clerestory. They did this generally, they added 
always to the nave, but seldom as in this case, put a clerestory to 
the chancel. He could hardly think they intended to leave a 
memorial of the architectural history of the church, but there was 
one fourteenth century window left in the nave. Against the 
tower there might be seen the pitch of the lofty roof. Probably 
the aisles had formerly gabled roofs.

THE REV. F. P. JOHNSON called attention to a doorway dis 
covered in the chancel near the sedilia, which was, what was 
commonly called the priest's door. He thought that was a wrong 
name, because the opening was inside, and considered its more 
probable object was to allow the communicants to retire without 
turning their backs to the altar.

THE REV. T. JAMES congratulated Mr. Johnson on the restora 
tion of the church, and the alteration from the old high pews, with 
people looking in all directions, to the present low open seats, all 
facing one way. He was sorry that the necessity for accommodating 
the congregation would not allow of dispensing with the galleries. 
One thing, he thought, would much improve the chancel, the 
introduction of stained glass.

THE REV. F. P. JOHNSON said that he was about filling one light 
with stained glass, and believed that others would follow the 
example.

MR. ORDISH believed that the old name for the door in the 
chancel was the correct one, as the priests and officials were the 
only persons who had access there in the ancient times. He did 
not quite concur in the opinion which seemed to be entertained 
that the early geometrical was the only style of architecture to be 
adopted, but believed that the early perpendicular was more 
beautiful and better suited to modern requirements. Mr. Pugin 
in the latter part of his career had come to be of the same opinion.

Other observations were made as to the unadvisability of de 
stroying the historic features of a church in restoration by taking 
away later work in order to make the style uniform; and the 
party then left the church, and proceeded to the Corn Exchange 
to inspect

THE MUSEUM,
which was rich in antiquities and works of art, architectural plans, 
drawings, and models. Unfortunately only a meagre register of 
these has been preserved. The following'list rather indicates the 
nature of the articles exhibited than anything approaching to a 
full statement of them.
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COINS. ENGLISH.— Gold: Henry the Eighth's angel; Elizabeth's 
sovereign; Elizabeth's fine sovereign; Edward the Third's noble. 
Silver: William Rufus's silver penny; Richard the Third's groat; 
Charles the First's half-crown, shilling, and sixpence; Elizabeth's 
milled shilling, sixpence, and fourpence; Cromwell's crown, half- 
crown, and shilling; George the Second's (proof) crown, half-crown, 
and shilling; Commonwealth crown; Anne's crown; George the 
First's crown; George the Third's (proof) crown; George the 
Fourth's (proof) crown. Copper: a case of proof copper coins, 
British and Colonial.—Mr George Cowdell Neale, of Skeffington.

A fine collection of English coins, numbering ninety-three in gold; five 
hundred and eight in silver; and one hundred and ten in copper; 
being, with only a few vacancies, a complete series of the English 
coinage, from William the Conqueror to the present time.—Mr. 
Boor, of Stamford.

An extremely valuable cabinet of coins, English and Foreign.— The Rev. 
A. Pownall, of South Kilworth.

Various English coins.—Mr. T. Hind.

TUBS.—Ancient.—From Pipewell Abbey.—Mr. G. H. Fisher.
„ Modern.—Various examples.—Messrs. Minion, and Messrs. 
Maw and Co., Broseley.

MODELS.—Various; for Christian monuments, intended to supersede the 
usual upright stones so long in use.—Mr. Walpole, Market Har 
borough.

MUBAI. DECOBATION.—One table devoted to specimens of modern 
stencilling upon wood, which both in design and colour reflected 
great credit upon the exhibitor.—Mr. C. J. Lea, of Lutterworth.

PHOTOGRAPHS.—Of Melrose Abbey and various others.— The Rev. T.
James, of Theddingworth. 

Collection illustrating the stock of antique furniture belonging to Mr.
G. Attenborough, 72, Strand, London. 

Collection comprising many churches, &c., in the county.—Mr. T. C.
Browne, Leicester. 

A series illustrative of Market Harborough and the neighbourhood.—
Mr. W. J. Jennings, Market Harborough.

OBIGINAL DEAWINGS.— Chiefly Architectural.—Beautiful series in 
water-colours illustrative of towers and spires, chiefly in Northamp 
tonshire.—Mr. E. F. Law, Architect, Northampton.

A set of drawings of Gothic domestic, and ecclesiatical buildings.—Mr. 
Edward Browning, Architect, Stamford.

A collection of elevations.—Mr. William Slater, Architect.
Designs for Rawden College.—Mr. J. G. Bland, Birmingham.
Tur-Langton bell-turret: Queniborough spire: Twyfordfont: gable-cross, 

Twyford Church: Norman capital in same church: seats in the 
chancel of Gaddesby Church: bench ends in Houghton Church: 
tracery in Tilton Church : bench ends in Tur-Langton Church : 
stalls in Rothwell Church: gable-cross, Glooston chancel: upwards 
of two hundred original designs for seat-ends, pulpits, prayer-desks,
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altar-rails, chairs, lecterns, &c.—Mr. Henry Goddard, Architect, 
Leicester. 

Volume of drawings by the Anastatic Society.— The Rev. J. M. Gresley.
PRINTS AND ENGRAVINGS.—A collection of the publications of the

Anmdel Society.
A selection of prints and lithographs.—Mr. Henry Goddard. 
Portraits of Kings Charles I. and II., and other engravings.—The Rev

J. H. Hill. 6
PAINTINGS.—The Deluge; the Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; 

both by Koenig: Figures at a Watertrough, by Bergheim.—Mr. G. 
C. Neale.

Portrait of the Kev. Richard Morosse, Rector of Little Bowden, temp. 
Charles I. and II.—Mr. Ward.

Portrait of Mary Queen of Scots.—Mr. S. W. Cox.
TYPOGRAPHY.—Stukeley's Works—Itinerarium Curiosum, Stonehenge, 

Palseographia Britannica, &c. &c.: Peck's (of Goadby) Works,— 
Desiderata Curiosa, Life of Cromwell, Life of Milton, and others: 
Burton's Leicestershire: Throsby's Leicestershire (3 vols.): Throsby's 
Leicestershire Views : Macaulay's Claybrooke : Harrod's Market 
Harborough: Martin's Naseby: Stamford Mercury for 1715, and 
many others.—Mr. Boor, of Stamford.

"Missale Romanum ex Decreto S. S. Concilii Tridentini Restitutum;" 
printed at Rome during the papacy of Clement XI. (1714), and 
many other valuable books.—The Rev. J. H. Hill, of Cranoe.

CARVINGS.—The twelve Csesars carved in ivory.—Mr. G. C. Neale. 
Two carved panels, one the Sacrifice of Isaac, the other (temp. Henry

VII.) representing the arms of Henry VII. encircled by a garter,
then first used.— The Rev. Thomas James. 

Grotesque carving of the sacred monogram I.H.S., fifteenth century.—
Mr. E. Browning. 

Richly carved upright box, dated 1664, with moveable front.—Mrs.
Neale, of Skeffington. 

Ancient carved cabinet.—Mr. W. S. Cox.

POTTERY, &c.—A table was devoted to this which comprised, among 
many interesting examples, a beautiful specimen of Pallissy ware, of 
about A.D. 1560, examples of Dresden and other ware.—Mr. W. H. 
Gaily.

Medallion of early Staffordshire ware, by Enoch Wood, in 1777.—Mr. G. 
C. Neale.

Mediaeval pottery found in Whittlesea Mere.— The Hon. Mrs. Watson.

ROMAN ANTIQUITIES.—A good collection of these were exhibited, 
including those recently found at Hallaton, fibula found at Oundle, 
a collection of coins, Roman pottery, &c. &c.—Mr. Bell, of Great 
Easton, Mr. Heygate, of Market Harborouyh, and others.

ANGLO-SAXON ANTIQUITIES.—A fine collection, many being exhibited 
by The Rev. E. Trollope.

MISCELLANEOUS.—Beautiful ancient chalice, now used in the church of 
S. Giles, Blaston, in this County, and supposed to be the original
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one formerly belonging to the chapel attached to a hunting seat of 
King Richard I. at Blaston.— The Rev. G. C. Femoicke.

Pilgrim's scallop-shell from Jerusalem (Byzantine art), upon which 
appeared the three kings of Cologne presenting their gifts to the 
infant Saviour, who was figured upon the lap of the Virgin, S. 
Joseph standing near.— The Rev. T. James.

Head of processional cross in bronze, fourteenth century.—Mr. E. 
Browning.

A large and valuable collection of Egyptian curiosities, ancient and 
modern.— The Rev. R. F. Palmer.

Hare and beautiful specimens of Thibetian and Cashmerian works of art 
and antiquities.— The Rev. T. James.

A large collection of rubbings of brasses.—The Northamptonshire Archi 
tectural Society.

Several rubbings of brasses in churches in Bucks.—Mr. G. Shovelbottom.
Numerous swords and weapons from Naseby field: a gold medal found 

there, bearing the head of Fairfax.— The Rev. T. James.
Indian curiosities.—Mr. J, H. Douglas.

THE ANNUAL MEETING of Members was held in the Committee 
Room, Corn Exchange, at three o'clock. " The REV. W. A. B. 
CAVE in the chair.

THE REPORT.
The following Report for the past year was read by Mr. G. C. 

Bellairs, Honorary Secretary.

YOUR Society has now been established three years, and is 
becoming gradually better known, and we are justified in believing 
it to be steadily advancing and improving with a prospect of more 
extended usefulness.

Thirteen new members have been added to the list, and your 
society now numbers ninety-three members. We have to regret 
the loss of a few members by death; and several gentlemen 
included in our first list have since intimated that their names 
were erroneously enrolled amongst our numbers, which deceived 
your committee as to the number of your society's supporters. 
But we can now say that we are on a firm footing, gradually 
gaining strength, and may shortly attain to the importance of our 
neighbouring fellow societies, though Leicestershire being one of 
the smallest of England's counties we must not hope for too much.

There has not been this year any architectural plans laid before 
your committee, but being so recently established we cannot 
expect at present to be much consulted in such matters. Were 
our various architectural societies more consulted as to eccle 
siastical architectural plans, the appearance and more especially
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the convenience of new and restored churches and ecclesiastical 
buildings would be much increased, and great blunders obviated.

The bi-monthly meetings of your society have been well 
attended and greatly interesting. The quantities of antiquities, 
drawings, photographs, and rubbings, exhibited at such meetings 
have been very considerable; short papers relating to objects 
exhibited aud general subjects, relating to architecture and archae 
ology have been read at these meetings, such papers with the other 
proceedings of the meetings have been published in the local 
journals, and need not be here enumerated.

The bi-monthly meetings are open to all members and their 
friends, and we strongly urge the members of your society more 
frequently to attend these meetings. The general meeting of last 
year was held at Ashby-de-la-Zouch, when one of the largest and 
best exhibitions of the kind, consisting of antiquities, paintings, 
drawings, and all kinds of curiosities, was opened for public view. 
The interesting ruins of the castle and the church of Ashby were 
visited under the able guidance of the Rev. J. M. Gresley. Several 
interesting papers were afterwards read.

The excursion of the following day comprised visits to Repton 
church and schools, where, through excavations made, the founda 
tions of the Old Priory Church of Repton have been brought to 
light; from thence to Anchor Church; we then proceeded to 
Melbourne Church, where a paper upon that fine old and very 
interesting edifice was read by the Rev. Joseph Deans; the society 
and their friends then proceeded to view the beautiful gardens of 
Melbourne Hall, and were afterwards hospitably entertained by 
Mr. Briscoe. They then proceeded to view the church of Breedon- 
on-the-Hill, and the remains of the ancient British camp there; 
and from thence proceeded to Staunton Harold Church and Hall, 
where the valuable collection of antiquities belonging to Earl 
Ferrers were inspected—the noble Earl himself conducting the 
society, and where the society were afterwards again entertained, 
and after visiting Coleorton Hall and Church, returned to Ashby 
and separated.

Since the period of our last report several churches have been 
rebuilt or restored; among others we may mention the parish 
churches of Belgrave, Humberstone, Rearsby, Scalford, Kilby, 
Harborough, and Theddingworth. These various works have not 
been brought prominently before your committee, though they 
have noticed their progress with satisfaction and pleasure.

Among the discoveries of ancient remains brought under our 
notice this year, are included several but not very important 
remains found during the excavations made during the sewerage 
works in Leicester. The excavations made under the superin 
tendence of some of your committee in the grounds of Leicester 
Abbey, with a view to the discovery of the position and some
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remains of the church and monastic buildings, have not hitherto 
been attended with success, but will be resumed in the ensuing 
autumn. A highly interesting discovery of ancient British remains 
has been made by some workmen employed by Mr. Herrick, one 
of our presidents, in cutting a drive in the neighbourhood of his 
beautiful residence, Beaumanor Park, and near the ancient British 
encampment on Beacon Hill. The remains consist of two spear 
heads of the myrtle-leaf shape, two celts, one gouge-shaped and 
very rare in this country, and an armlet, all of bronze. Mr. 
Herrick had the surrounding soil analysed, which proved to be 
composed of charcoal, and the remains of bones and pottery, 
leaving no doubt that he has discovered a burial-place of some of 
the ancient Britons. An anastatic drawing of these interesting 
remains has been made, and a copy presented to each member of 
your society at the expense of Mr. Herrick.

In the recent alterations of the Castle of Leicester, the original 
plan of the interior of the old Norman hall has been made 
apparent, but we regret to say now almost altogether obliterated. 
A paper by Mr. Thompson, read at one of the first general 
meetings of your society at Leicester, upon the architecture and 
history of this fine old remain, will shortly be published, and we 
strongly recommend the members of your society to obtain a copy, 
and regret that the circumstances of your society will not allow of 
its being published at your society's expense.

Your committee congratulate this society on the highly in 
teresting and valuable volume this year distributed amongst you. 
Great thanks are due to Mr. Trollope, the general secretary, for 
the publication of joint reports and papers, for the great trouble 
he has had, and the time he has sacrificed in bringing out this 
work.

Annexed to this report is a statement of the accounts of your 
society, which declare a balance now in hand of £19. 17s. 4d., 
and there are sixty subscriptions still unpaid, making the total 
balance at £49. 17s. 4d.: out of this the expenses of the publica 
tion of the annual volume and the expenses of this meeting will 
have to be paid, which are estimated together at about from £25. 
to £30. From this it will be perceived that we much require 
subscriptions to be paid early in the year, and that a further 
increase of subscribers would greatly benefit your society. Your 
committee have no doubt that many more subscribers might be 
added to our numbers, and hope that the members will endeavour 
to obtain supporters.

Your committee can, however, sincerely congratulate your 
society on its increased strength and increasing efficiency.

THE REV. J. H. HILL moved, and MR. G.C.NEALE seconded,— 
That the report be adopted; which was carried.
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MR. JAMES THOMPSON moved, and MR. H. GODDARD seconded, 
—That the report be published in the society's volume for the 
current year; which was carried.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY stated that Mr. W. P. Herrick had 
kindly allowed him to take drawings of some Roman remains 
found on his estate in the forest, and had had them engraved and 
printed, so that each member of the society could have a copy. 
He begged to move a vote of thanks to Mr. Herrick for his 
kindness in making them the present.

The motion was seconded by MR. J. THOMPSON, and carried 
unanimously.

A vote of thanks was passed to the Mayor of Leicester, for the 
use of the Town Library, for the meetings of the society during 
the year.

The Rev. G. C. Fenwicke, of Blaston, the Rev. F. P. Johnson, 
Messrs. S. W. Cox, and W. H. Gatty, were elected members of 
the society.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, moved by the REV. J. M. 
GRESLEY, and seconded by the REV. J. H. HILL, closed the 
business of the meeting.

A DINNER took place at half-past five, at the Angel Hotel, at 
which about thirty gentlemen, sat down. W. de Capel Brooke, Esq., 
occupied the chair. The proceedings were chiefly complimentary.

THE EVENING PUBLIC MEETING was held in the temporary 
Museum, Corn Exchange.

W. DE CAPEL BROOKE, ESQ., in the chair.

The first Paper read was by the REV. E. TROLLOPE, F.S.A., on

THE USE AND ABUSE OF RED BRICKS.
BRICKS, and especially "red" bricks, are almost always mentioned 
with great disrespect in connexion with architecture; so that, when 
admirers of that noble science hear upon their travels, of a town, 
or a church, or, indeed, of any building constructed of brick, they 
usually say to their drivers, " On, on ! there is no pleasure or even 
repose for our own eyes there; do not deposit us in a locality 
where one side of the way is glowing, with a coarsely ruddy aspect, 
at an equally ruddy opposite row of houses; or where a church of 
the same hue was built some eighty years ago, whose smooth, thin 
walls, meagre slate roof, and Venetian east window already droop 
across our imagination to the depression of our spirits, or to the 
irritation of our optic nerves, according to the character of our
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cries out, and the beam of the timber answers it;" and the 
sanctuary itself, in its goodly form and significant ornament, is 
vocal with instructions to the worshippers to be "living stones" 
established in the faith, and built up and abounding in those 
graces which shall make them the adornment of the spiritual 
temple. Thus constructural propriety and beauty going hand in 
hand with symbol, and "all things being done decently and in 
order," the outward structure is made to shadow forth the spiritual, 
and the material building becomes a fitting emblem of that church 
" which exceeds in glory;" whose commencement is on earth, but 
whose destiny is H eaven; whose " Beauty of Holiness" is the 
mantle of Divine Righteousness, and whose duration is eternal.

THE REV. B. CAVE proposed, and the REV. F. P. JOHNSON 
seconded, that the Rev. T. James and the Rev. E. Trollope be 
requested to explain some of the beautiful objects which adorned 
the room.

The REV. T. JAMES said that before proceeding to do this they 
had to thank Mr. Wing for the Paper Mr. Thompson had just 
read, though with the same reserve as to agreeing with it. Much 
as he admired the architecture of our cathedrals, he could not 
hope now to see buildings rise which would vie with them. He 
did not think the spirit of the day would spend so much money 
upon details which would not answer their purposes. Again, in 
respect to domestic architecture, he thought that in architecture, 
as in other things, they should not make religion a thing apart. 
If Gothic architecture was fit for their churches, they might use it 
for their houses also; just as they must not keep their religion for 
Sundays, but carry it out into the week day. But taking the 
general question, whether they looked at its beauty, its applica 
bility to all purposes to which architecture might be turned, or its 
economy, he believed the Gothic or pointed style might be carried 
out in modern times, without going back in the character of their 
buildings to the middle ages. He begged to move that they thank 
Mr. Wing for his paper, and Mr. Thompson for reading it; but 
that while Gothic architecture was the style recognised in this 
country as the most suitable for ecclesiastical edifices, it was the 
opinion of the society and the meeting that it was equally well 
adapted for civil and domestic architecture, and that a memorial 
be forwarded from this meeting to Lord John Manners, expressing 
a hope that the projected Government offices would be erected in 
a style so conformable to the habits and tastes of the people. 
That was not very complimentary to Mr. Wing, but he believed it 
was the feeling of the architecturalists there assembled.
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THE Rev. J. H. HILL seconded the motion, which was carried.
The REV. E. TROLLOPE said that though the local secretary in 

his district for the Society of Antiquaries, he should not trouble 
them with a single learned word. The subject he had been 
invited to address them upon was a most extensive one, in fact to 
give a history of all nations in the world, as well as all periods in 
their own British history. The first nation which was represented 
•was Egypt, of whose relics there was a very interesting collection. 
In this there were representations of Egyptian deities, which were 
found in the centre of mummies. Besides these there was the 
sacred beetle or scaraboeus, with the round ball behind it, the 
typical sign- of the world. There was also the preserved ibis or 
sacred bird, and also some remarkable proofs of the early inven 
tion of glass, in the beautiful blue glass made into beads and 
bracelets. It had been supposed that glass was a comparatively 
modern invention, but they knew now that it had been always 
known more or less, though not in general use. In Pompeii glass 
was used for the windows of the baths. There were also some 
modem blue glass bracelets in the case, and some cuneform bricks, 
such as Mr. Layard found at Nineveh. These were stamped on 
one end, and had one end larger than the other. There was also 
a specimen of the papyrus reed, from which ancient paper was 
made, the fruit of the palm, and one of the present robes of the 
Nubian women, which, it must be acknowledged, was not very 
extensive. In the department of British history, they began with a 
quern or small handmill, with which the women in old times used 
to grind the corn for the family, and very hard labour it must have 
been. This was the only object they had connected with the great 
Celtic people who formerly inhabited this country, and who, from 
their great works that remained, must have been a mighty and 
gigantic people. After the British came the Romans, who reduced 
the inhabitants of this country to miserable slavery, Rome was 
not very largely represented, but still enough to show what was 
colonial work. The objects shown would be more interesting 
from the fact that most of them were found at Hallaton, in the 
immediate neighbourhood. Among them was a most beautiful 
purple bottle: it was only in fragments, but if perfect it would 
have been a very great treasure indeed. There was some of their 
best red ware, their china as it might be termed, and also some 
coarser pottery, of which the larger vessels were used for coffins 
to place the ashes of the dead in. There, were, further, some 
specimens of the material of which the Roman pavements were 
made. He was sorry they had not some larger and complete 
specimens, as they abounded in his county, and he had copies of 
several, some of which were very amusing. One that he had was 
a picture of the incidents in a chariot-race. The next table he 
must not speak very highly of, for the remains there were all his
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own. He thought them exceedingly valuable, for they had just 
come fresh from mother earth. A railway had been making in his 
county close to the town of Sleaford, and he heard that a great 
discovery had been made—that some of Cromwell's people had 
been buried there, and that their helmets and bayonets had been 
found. He went to the place, and found five or six Anglo-Saxon 
warriors buried with their arms upon them. The people found 
they had got wrong as to Cromwell's people, but they still thought 
the large round objects were portions of the helmets, and the 
little knives and spears were bayonets. The three round hollow 
objects were the centres of shields, and they were made very 
large and strong, because the Anglo-Saxon used to hold the centre 
of the shield in his fist, and brandishing it about, pushed it 
violently at his foe. The three largest pointed objects were fine 
specimens of spear heads. He did not think they would find 
better specimens than the larger one in England : part of the original 
ash pole still remained in it. There were also three knives with 
out handles, and one of which was unmatchable in England, he 
believed, a boy's knife with the handle still remaining, and which 
was the first weapon of the kind that had been found in that 
condition. There was also a specimen of their jewellery : it looked 
very rude and faded now, but his audience might fancy how their 
own would appear if buried for centuries in the earth and then 
dug up. That was made of glass, and showed that the Anglo- 
Saxons were acquainted with methods of melting and mixing 
glass. The other objects connected with that period he need not 
allude to. Though that table of specimens was very small, it 
would teach them a great deal if they paid attention to it, as it 
would show them the character of Anglo-Saxon remains. He was 
sorry the Danes were not represented; though, being a kindred 
nation, there was some difficulty in distinguishing their relics 
positively from those of the Saxons. With this period he begged 
leave to conclude his remarks.

The REV. T. JAMES said he would say a few words with respect 
to the oriental collection. Hardly any of the objects were 
entitled to a place in their exhibition in an architectural or archae 
ological point of view, but still they were very beautiful specimens 
viewed as works of art. They would show that though the Indians 
were behind us in the moral graces of civilization, they were 
certainly before us in many of the decorative arts. If they 
observed the papier mache box from Cashmere, and the spoons of 
the same material used for the cooling drinks of the country, they 
would see the extreme beauty of the ornamentation. The same 
thing would apply to almost every article upon that table. The 
patterns were extremely beautiful. There were two specimens of 
Delhi ware, of a composition of metal and earth, inlaid with silver. 
Of these the older was the more beautiful pattern, which showed
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that oriental art like that of Europe was degenerating. The 
armour, like the chain mail formerly worn in Europe, was that of 
a Sikh, and was brought to England after the battle of Sobraon. 
The helmet was particularly beautiful, and had a guard to the nose 
such as the Norman helmets had. The crest was extremely 
elegant, and was made from the feathers of a water-bird which 
were very scarce and costly. There was also a sword of the 
Santhal tribe, which was made only to push, the arm being placed 
in the handle. There were also some articles of ladies' dress, and 
among them an immense brooch, about six inches across. The 
harmony of colour in many of these objects was remarkable; it 
was seen even in the common table-cloth, which came from 
Cashmere. Among the objects on the Mediaeval table were some 
grotesque carvings of bench ends, he thought from old churches. 
A curious carving was that of the arms of Henry VIII., which was 
known to be his from the supporters, a lion and a dragon, and the 
garter being round the arms, which he was the first to adopt. 
Some pottery there was worth noticing: it was dug up out of 
Whittlesea-mere, and its remarkable property was its extreme 
lightness. There were also some very curious tiles from Pipwell 
Abbey, in this neighbourhood, which were almost unique; they 
were impressed with a stamp and coloured, and a slight glaze put 
on. There was a singular old key, which belonged to Mr. 
Trollope; and a most valuable article, a processional cross or 
crucifix, of the fourteenth century, such as used to be carried 
about in Catholic times. It was of very good workmanship, and 
the figure had been enamelled, as they might still see. He must 
also draw attention to the sword found on Naseby field, and the 
medal attached. They were two of the finest relics discovered 
on that field. The gold medal was picked up some years ago; 
it had the head of Fairfax on one side, and the inscription was of 
the very year, 1645, in which the battle was fought. It seemed to 
have been given to his generals, by Fairfax, as a pledge of some 
thing better. Probably the owner of this wore it on his breast, 
and was killed in the battle. He should be doing great injustice 
to the gentlemen who had sent so many valuable articles, if he 
did not draw attention to them. There were some beautiful 
drawings of the churches in Northamptonshire, by Mr. Law, of 
Northampton, and others by Mr. Slater, also a Northamptonshire 
man, representing Higham Ferrers, and other churches. Mr. 
Browning of Stamford, had also sent drawings of domestic 
buildings and churches. Mr. Goddard had sent drawings of 
Sutton church, as it was and as it was proposed to be restored: 
he might, perhaps, venture to say, that he hoped the restoration 
might be carried out in a more conservative spirit than appeared 
to be intended. He might also call attention to the photographs 
on the wall, many of which were prepared by Mr. Jennings, of
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Market Harborough: they were admirable, and the meeting had 
to thank him for such a collection. There were also some photo 
graphs of articles in wood work and carving, sent by Mr. Atten- 
borough, of London, who, having such cabinets for sale, advertized 
them in this way. A very large and valuable collection of coins 
had been placed there by Mr. Boor, of Stamford, and another not 
so large but very valuable, by the Rev. A. Pownall, which were 
quite worthy of inspection by all who had time to look at them. 
There were also some specimens of a little hobby of his own, 
some stencillings made by Mr. Lea, of Lutterworth, which he 
thought a very happy application of a simple art for internal 
decoration; they were simple deal with a stencilled pattern on 
them, and varnished. There were also some of Mintou's encaustic 
tiles, and some models for Christian monuments, which might be 
recommended for use. He begged to congratulate the town of 
Harborough upon the very successful meeting they had had; he 
was sure that neither those who first proposed that they should 
come there, nor the local committee, expected to see such a 
collection on the walls, or such a collection on the benches. 
Therefore he congratulated them on this very successful meeting, 
and hoped it would not be the last they should have.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman, moved by Mr. J. Thompson, 
and carried by acclamation, concluded the business of the meeting.

THE EXCURSION.

THE Excursion took place on the following day, Thursday, when 
a party of ladies and gentlemen proceeded to inspect some of the 
churches, &c., in the neighbourhood, and which the Rev. T. James 
kindly undertook to explain, according to a programme drawn up 
by the Committee. The first place visited was

GREAT BOWDEN.

A short drive brought the party to this village, where the Rev. 
E. Griffin met them and accompanied them round the church, 
dedicated to S. Peter, which consists of nave, two aisles, chancel, 
south porch, and tower. Mr. James said the greater part of the 
edifice appeared to belong to the Early Decorated period. In 
the fifteenth century the decorated piers of the nave had been cut 
away, as at Market Harborough, to make room for those of a later
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date. The square-headed windows, he considered, had not been 
altered. The tower and spire, or rather spirette, he thought 
exceedingly pretty. The parapet of the tower is pierced with 
cross-slits such as were used in fortified buildings of the middle 
ages. He regretted that the font was not in its proper place, and 
could not help wishing that the interior arrangements more per 
fectly corresponded with the architectural features of the church, 
by which much accommodation for worshippers might be gained, 
with an increase of beauty.

Among the things worthy of notice in this church may be 
mentioned a septagonal font, with a peculiar large wooden cover, 
Jacobean in character; on the floor is a small brass to the memory 
of William Woolstanton, formerly rector of the parish, who died 
31st August, 1403; and in the tower are five bells.

There was, previous to the Reformation, a chantry in this 
church, the altar of which stood at the east end of the south aisle. 
—Nichols* Gartree Hundred, p. 475.

BUTTON BASSETT.

The chapel is small, narrow, and uuimposing in outline, its 
bell-gable and turret being the only elements of the pictur 
esque in its exterior. The Rev. T. James recommended that 
instead of being pulled down it should be carefully restored 
as it was, there being a great deal of beauty in it for a simple 
chapel. Of course the wall was out of» the perpendicular, but 
where would they find a church of three hundred years old where 
this was not the case ? The south and west windows were worth 
preserving, and the doorway was early Norman. In the north 
side of the chancel might be remarked a little old side window, 
many examples of which were to be found elsewhere, and the use 
of which had much puzzled architects. They were certainly not 
hagioscopes, as they were called, but he believed were used as means 
for the priests to communicate with persons outside, such as lepers, 
&c. These windows were never glazed, but had a wooden shutter. 
The 'pitch of the roof was good, and the use of cross tie beams in 
it might be remarked as effective. It was a very interesting 
specimen of Norman architecture which had undergone alterations 
in the Early English period, and he (Mr. James) should regret to 
see the church taken down as was proposed. 

The party next proceeded to

WESTON-BY-WELLAND.

Weston-by-Welland is a village containing several picturesque 
houses, with mullioned windows and projecting bays. The church,
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Mr. James remarked, is of the early part of the fourteenth century. 
The tower is fine, and in it may be seen an instance of the origin 
of the spire. It is remarkable that while here they have the spire 
just budding, at Bowden it is somewhat increasing, and at Har- 
borough it attains its full proportions. The interior has been 
much, mutilated. There are two large pews painted blue for the 
purpose of marking them as being appropriated to the use of the 
inhabitants of Sutton. There was a fine doorway in the north 
wall with engaged columns, externally, banded together. This 
has been blocked up and disfigured by having a hideous glazed 
opening inserted in the upper part of it. 

The next place visited was

ASHLEY.

Here the beauty of the church, tower, and spire, excited 
general admiration. The Rev. T. James said that of all the churches 
they had yet seen this was the most beautiful, and perfect, and 
most of one date, that being of the fourteenth century. The 
tower and spire had a history if it could be gone into. There had 
evidently been repairs effected, and at that time the coats of arms, 
which were evidently of the fifteenth century, had been put up on 
the tower, which, considering how little was done, was rather 
unfair to the original founders. The stilted bases of the pillars 
formed a remarkable feature in this church. There were specimens 
on each side of the chancel of the windows seen at Sutton, which 
had evidently been added after the chancel was built, as the 
original string-course had been cut away for them. There were 
three sedilia, of the same date as the chancel, and which ran into 
the south window, the same as those at Harborough. Mr. James 
trusted the tower arch would be opened. The original positions 
of two " low side-windows," opposite each other in the chancel, 
were pointed out.

The new schools erecting under the direction of Mr. Scott were 
next visited, and with their school-house appeared to afford an 
excellent specimen of the way in which the ancient style of 
builfling might be adopted to suit modern requirements.

The next church visited was that of

MEDBOTJRNE,

dedicated to S. Giles. Of this the Rev. T. James said that its 
general charapter was that of an Early English cross church, with 
a double aisle on the south side, and a transept. Part of the 
north transept had been walled off, and converted into a school.
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On the south side there appeared to have been two chantries, 
belonging to different families or manors, as there were sedilia 
and two piscinae. In the chancel were two piscinae, which he 
could not account for except by the supposition that it had pro 
bably been lengthened. In the south transept was a tomb which 
had been mutilated and removed; it was probably that of the 
founder of the chantry in which it was placed.

MR. JAMES THOMPSON (in accordance with a wish from the party 
that he would say a few words on the early history of Medbourne) 
explained that in the first instance it had probably been a station 
on the Roman road—the Via Devana—leading from Colchester to 
Chester, when this country was a remote province of Rome. The 
frequency of the discovery of small Roman coins by swine, in 
turning up the soil, had led to their being called " hog's pence." 
Roman tesselated pavements had also been found, and pottery of 
the same era.

Leaving the churchyard, some of the party visited a collection 
of Roman antiquities, while others examined an ancient house 
then in process of reparation. One of its windows was a two- 
light, with divisional mullion, resembling a baluster, and the ribs 
of the roof showed the nail-head ornament on the chamfers.* 
Most of the party then found their way up the hill to

HOLT,

passing by, or through, the noble avenue of trees which, as it were, 
connects the village with the mansion. Arrived at the summit, in 
front of the house, the visitors ran far away in the woods in which 
Rockingham castle appears to be embosomed, and the eye ranged 
over the field, once a forest, \vhere king John and his courtiers 
were accustomed to hunt the deer and the boar.

Passing the doors of the hall, the party proceeded first to the 
church. It is dedicated to S. Mary, and would at first sight 
(Mr. James remarked) appear to be a building erected in the best 
times of the Perpendicular style, but immediately its details are 
examined, it would be found that it is throughout, a shell of a church 
of the fourteenth century altered very considerably in the fifteenth 
century, so that the old ground plan existed probably one hundred 
and fifty years before the insertion of the Perpendicular windows. 
The string-course running all round the church, and dipping under 
the windows is evidence of this. This is an instance in which an 
architect of the fifteenth century while altering a church did not spoil 
it. There are behind the pulpit two " squints," from which a view

• A paper descriptive of this house was afterwards read before this Society, and 
will appear (it is hoped, with illustrations) in the next part of these Transactions.
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of the high altar could be obtained from the south transept and 
the nave. The pulpit itself is Jacobean in design, and a fine spe 
cimen of the carving of that period. Though not Gothic, and so 
in harmony with the fabric, Mr. James said it would be very un 
desirable to remove it. The fine monuments of the Neville family 
attracted much attention. That commemorating the decease of 
Sir Thomas Neville, who died in the year 1636, called forth the 
remark, that in mediaeval times such figures were represented with 
their hands clasped reverently in prayer; here, however, that 
attitude was no longer preserved.

The hall was next inspected, after which all moved on to

BLASTON S. GILES,

where the modern chapel, built in 1714, was inspected. This 
stands upon the site of a former one anciently attached to the 
hunting seat of king Richard I. That monarch endowed the 
chapel of S. Giles, in Blaston, with all the tithes of the manor.

The church of BLASTON S. MICHAEL was found to be in an 
exceedingly dilapidated, dirty, and dangerous condition.

From thence the next stage was

HALLATON.

Here, the whole party sat down to an excellent cold collation, pro 
vided by Mr. Peck, of the Bewicke Arms. The fine church, dedi 
cated to S. Michael, was next visited, and gave occasion to much 
comment from the mixture of beauty and defect with which it is 
characterised. In the chancel three fine sedilia and a piscina with 
the dog-tooth ornament in the arches, and in a very perfect state, 
were much admired. The Rev. T. James observed that three dis 
tinct dates are to be found in the church. Two arches of the nave 
of the earliest Norman period, remain probably in their original 
condition. It must have been a fine church even then, as they 
seldom saw parish churches with such a fine span of the arches. The 
next date would be the chancel, tower, and spire, which are Early 
English, and very good in character. The tower and spire have 
great beauty of proportion, and are perhaps the best specimens of 
a parochial tower and spire they could meet with. In the four 
teenth century the greatest changes were made, when the whole of 
the south arcade was rebuilt. The east window had evidently been 
repaired in the Gothic of fifty or sixty years ago. The other 
windows of the chancel are of very early type, the Early English 
just coming into the Decorated. In the modern work is built up 
the ancient tympanum of the Norman doorway. There seems to
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have been a chantry altar in the south aisle, as there are three 
decorated sedilia and a piscina. In the course of his remarks, 
Mr. James repeated what he had expressed several times during 
the day, respecting restoration—that it is better to leave tracery, 
string-courses, and corbels, though in a partially decayed condition, 
where they are, than to put new work in their places.

MR. JAMES THOMPSON, as there was not time to visit the en 
campment in the neighbourhood, gave a description of it, and 
stated that he believed it to be the remains of the site of an early 
Norman castle. Another encampment said to be Saxon, he had 
no doubt would prove to be Roman, as it was near their Via 
Devana.

The REV. T. JAMES called attention to some Norman tombstones, 
which had been found in the church, turned upside down, and which 
were now placed against the east end in the churchyard. The 
crosses are fine, and deserve to be copied.

GRANGE

was next visited. The church has been almost entirely rebuilt, 
in the Perpendicular style, by the exertions of the Rev. J. 
H. Hill, who has persevered most indefatigably in the work till it 
has been completed in an exceedingly satisfactory manner. The 
arch leading into the chancel is of fine veined Ancaster stone, and the 
chancel window filled with stained glass in memory of the late Earl 
of Cardigan and his sister. The centre piece represents the taking 
down from the cross, and the whole is exceedingly effective. The 
old font is still retained, and the head of the old chancel window 
is preserved in the rectory grounds.

The REV. T. JAMES, on the part of the clergy, and Mr. T. Ingram 
for the laity, congratulated the Rev. J. H. Hill on the results of his 
exertions.*

* Through the courtesy of the Bev. J. H. Hill, who has placed the valuable 
plates in the hands of the Secretary, the accompanying views of this church are 
permitted to adorn these pages.





213

&rcl)ttfctwal anU &rt!)fcolo steal Sowtg.

August 30th, 1858. 

THE REV. G. E. GILLETT in the chair.

THE SECRETARY laid before the Committee a statement of the 
expenses incurred by the Society at the Annual Meeting held at 
Market Harborough on the 28th of July, which were approved and 
ordered to be paid. It was also resolved that the cost of the two 
illustrations accompanying Mr. North's Paper upon the Tradesmen's 
Tokens issued in Leicestershire in the seventeenth century, and 
Mr. Wing's description of St. Mary's Church, Melton Mowbray, 
published in the Reports and Papers of the Associated Societies 
for the year 1857, should be defrayed out of the Society's funds.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a very fine brass stirrup, 
stated to be Roman, and read the following extracts respecting it 
from the Archaologia, vol. xxviii., p. 450:*—"The first object to 
which I shall call your attention is a stirrup found on Hamden Hill, 
near Montacute, in Somerset, now the property of Mrs. Farquharson, 
formerly the relict of Sir John Philips, Bart., of Montacute, by 
whose permission I now exhibit it to the Society; and here I 
must make an extract from the late Sir R. Hoare's account of 
antiquities found at Hamden Hill, in the twenty-first volume of 
the Transactions of the Society,—'A few years ago,' says he, 
' singular remains were found by the labourers, who in pursuing 
their quarry came to a chink, or as they call it, a gully in the rock, 
in which were many human bones, skulls, lance and spear heads, 
with articles of brass and iron, together with many fragments of 
chariot wheels, one of which was nearly perfect.' The stirrup was 
found near this spot in digging at no great depth in the ground. 
It appears to have been east, as the figures are similar on each

* Communicated to the Society of Antiquaries, 16th May, 1639, by the Eev, 
Thomas Eackett, F.K.S. and S.A.
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side,—Bacchus, Silenus, and Bacchanals; and at the bottom it is 
to be noted one side is notched or dentated, in order to give secure 
footing to the sandal, while the other side is plain."

MR. J. THOMPSON suggested that the stirrup might be of the 
Renaissance period, rather than the Roman, when classical subjects 
prevailed in ornamentation.

MR. GRESLEV also exhibited an iron object, the property of 
Mrs. Farquharson, six and half inches in length by four and three- 
fourths in breadth, found at Langton, near Blandford, Dorsetshire, 
something like the "foot-irons" used by labourers to save the soles 
of their boots from being worn out by digging. It has not been 
ascertained at present for what purpose these articles were used. 
They are discovered in England, France, and Germany, almost 
always on the site of Roman buildings, or contiguous to Roman 
stations. They are conjectured by some antiquaries to have been 
used as temporary shoes for horses with tender feet; another 
supposition is that they were stirrups. They vary considerably in 
form. The one now exhibited is rather like an example in the 
Evreux Museum, engraved in Smith's Collectanea Antigua, vol. iii.; 
but the rings in the Evreux example are loose, and it has no curved 
bit of iron at the heel. Another in Smith's Catalogue of London 
Antiquities, p. 77, has the projections at the sides meeting over 
the instep, and there curved into a loop.

MR. THOMPSON laid before the Committee a few memoranda 
concerning discoveries recently made in Leicester, in excavations 
required in the extension of its sewerage system. He observed:— 
It seems that in every part relics of the Roman period (from A.D. 
50 to 450) are repeatedly met with. Sometimes they are too 
trifling to be worthy notice; at others, they are more complete 
and suggestive. What is considered worthy of preservation 
generally finds its way to the Leicester Museum, and in that 
building will be found the articles about to be mentioned. The 
following have been brought to my notice:—Two ollte or jars of 
black earth—one three inches, the other four inches high. One 
had evidently been accompanied by a lid. These had been 
probably used for culinary purposes—for stewing meat or boiling 
liquids. A vessel of red clay, covered with whitish earth, five 
inches high. This is a kind of ampulla or bottle, having a narrow 
neck and bulbous body. It is supposed wine was poured out of 
the amphora, which served the place of modern barrels, into the 
ampulla; the latter being placed on the table of the luxurious 
Roman as his decanters. A bust of bronze: This is about three 
inches high, somewhat corroded, though the features are very 
easily discernible. The subject intended is a faun or young satyr. 
The features are of a semi-African character—the short, flat nose, 
and the round plump face, are obvious. This bust, I suppose, once 
adorned the mantelpiece or shelf of a Roman settler in Ratse. A
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bull was also shown to me. This is a piece of bronze cut out in 
the shape of a heart, and attached to a chain with very long narrow 
links. This was a trinket worn on the breast of the Roman youth, 
and was " given to youths of distinction, to be worn in the form of 
a heart, in order that, viewing them, they1 might think themselves 
men, if their hearts were rightly disposed." They were also worn 
as charms or amulets, probably on the supposition that they would 
endow their wearers with prudence and circumspection. A stylus 
of bronze was also brought for my inspection. The ancient 
Romans, it will be remembered, wrote on tablets having a surface 
of wax. The implement with which they wrote on this material 
was a long pin, one end of which was pointed, and the other 
flattened into a small fan-shaped form. With the latter they 
smoothened over the wax when they wished to obliterate what 
they had written, previous to writing upon it afresh. Our modern 
word " style," in reference to literary composition, is taken from this 
implement. "The tablet and its style," says the author of T7te Celt, 
the Roman, and the Saxon, " was a very necessary article in the 
houses of educated people, for, among other purposes, it served 
for that of letter writing. The letter was written upon the wax, 
the tablet was then closed and tied with a thread and sealed, and so 
despatched to the person to whom it was addressed, who could rub 
it out and write the answer on the same tablet, which was then 
returned to its original owner." The latest antiquity found was 
an excellent specimen of the coinage of Trajan—a first bronze. 
Among other traces of the Roman inhabitants of Leicester which 
have been brought to light lately are the foundations of an exten 
sive building lying underground near the Peacock Inn, Highcross 
Street. Throsby, in his History of Leicester, published in 1791, 
mentions the same remains. He states that a thick, impenetrable 
wall lay below made earth, at the depth of sixteen feet. It pointed 
north-west and south-east. A piece of pottery was here turned up 
twenty-six feet below the surface. Sixty-five years having elapsed 
since the date of the first discovery, the masonry is again uncovered, 
and again stirs for awhile popular curiosity- The earth is shovelled 
over the stones once more, and some future excavator will in his 
turn be perplexed by the buried foundations. That the walls were 
those of a large building is certain, and the presence of scattered 
tesserae among the rubbish shows there were paved floors in its 
rooms. I have also to lay before the Committee to-day, a relic of 
the middle ages. It was lately found in the Abbey Gardens, near 
Leicester, and was first shown to me by Mr. Thomas Warner. It 
is a leaden seal or bull, which was formerly attached to a papal 
letter or grant. On one side, which may be called the obverse, is 
the name of Innocent the Fourth; on the reverse are the heads of 
S. Paul and S. Peter, with the initial letters S.PA. S.PE. above 
them. Between the heads an aperture appears to have passed,
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through which the cord attaching the seal to the grant was drawn 
and fastened. I find, on referring to Nichols's History of the 
County, that Pope Innocent the Fourth not only confirmed the 
privileges granted by his predecessor to the Abbot and Convent of 
Leicester, but added others to the number they already enjoyed— 
sanctuary for felons, for example. This seal or bull is unquestion 
ably that which was appended to the document here mentioned, 
and has probably been in the fingers of the Pontiff himself. 
Innocent the Fourth filled the papal chair from the 28th or 29th 
of June, 1243, to December 7th, 1254. It is worthy of notice 
that the papal seal of Innocent's successor, Alexander the Fourth, 
was also found in the ground near the Abbey, and is engraved in 
Nichols's H istory. I am glad to learn it is Mr. Warner's intention 
to retain in future all articles of antiquarian interest that may 
be found in the Abbey Gardens, with a view to their collection 
in a private museum. Being on the spot, they will be carefully 
preserved in an appropriate position. I may add that the term 
" bull," applied to papal missives, is derived from seals of lead, or 
bulla, like that now exhibited.

Mr. Thompson's remarks were illustrated by drawings of the 
three vessels mentioned at the commencement of his Paper.

MR. GRESLEY read the following Paper on

AN ANCIENT HOUSE AT MEDBOURNE, 
LEICESTERSHIRE.

IT will be remembered that during the Annual Excursion of the 
Society on the 29th of July, having a short time to spare at 
Medbourne, we were invited by Mr. Fenwick to look at some old 
arches in a farm house a few hundred yards south of the Church. 
Our pleasure and surprise were great on finding immediately that 
it was a house of the latter part of the thirteenth century, and our 
visit was the more fortunate as the spirit of " progress," so de 
structive of the happiness of the antiquary, was already at work 
about it under the plea of improvement. The few observations I 
now wish to make respecting this house are the result of the hasty 
glimpse we had of it that day, and they receive much illustration 
from the sketches now laid before us by Mr. Bellairs and Mr. Hill, 
but the place requires and deserves a much more minute exami 
nation. The house may be described generally as being in the 
shape of a T, the upper part of the letter being as I conceive, the 
original mansion, to which the lower part has been subsequently 
added. The present entrance passage to the house runs across 
between these two parts, and in it, in the wall of the upper part of 
the T, are the dripstones of three pointed arches shown in Mr. 
Bellairs' drawing. This I imagine to have been the entrance to
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October 25, 1858. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY in the Chair.

MR. J. THOMPSON exhibited an ancient urn of black earth, 
lately found in Friday Street, Leicester, and now placed in the 
Town Museum. It is ten inches in height, and four inches in 
diameter where widest. It is one of many similar relics discovered 
since Mr. Thompson read some observations to the Society upon 
the subject at its previous meeting. Among them was a steel 
yard, of the Roman period, which, however, was clandestinely 
removed from the bank of the excavation before it was taken 
charge of by the police officer, Hart. Mr. Thompson took the 
opportunity of saying how valuable to the interests of archaeo 
logical research were the services of this officer, whose intelligent 
appreciation of all antiquities, and whose judicious attention to his 
duty, deserve high praise, and render it desirable that he should 
be employed as a guardian of the relics of ancient times so 
frequently turned up in our streets.

MR. Gr. H. NEVINSON exhibited a gold sovereign of the Com 
monwealth, and a Venetian zechin, one of the last pieces struck 
by that State; also two thin oval plates of silver, about two and a 
half inches long, beautifully engraved by Simon de Passe. One 
of them has the head of King James I., and on the reverse 
the royal arms with supporters, &c., and an inscription. The 
other represents Prince Charles, when a youth, without the 
moustache and pointed beard, depicted by Vandyck, but having 
evidently his well-known features. On the reverse of this is an 
equestrian figure of the prince. Below are the feathers and 
" Carolus Princeps," and in the margin " S. P. fecit." The family 
of de Passe were eminent as engravers late in the sixteenth and 
during the first half of the seventeenth centuries. Crispin de 
Passe, the elder, was a native of Utrech. When he came to 
England is unknown. There are portraits of Queen Elizabeth by 
him, and of James I. and his family. He had three sons, Crispin, 
William, and Simon, and a daughter, Magdalene, who all inherited 
his talent. Crispin died young, and executed but few engravings. 
William probably accompanied his father to England, where he 
resided the greater part of his life, and engraved his best plates, 
which are very numerous. His portraits are highly valuable, being 
chiefly of King James T. and the royal family. Simon de Passe 
engraved several fine portraits, the earliest dated being 1613. He 
was employed by the famous goldsmith and miniature-painter, 
Nicholas Billiard, in decorating plates, &c., with the effigies of his 
illustrious patrons: and he executed a great number of silver 
jettons, with the figures of the kings and queens of England, and
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of the royal family of James I. The two silver plates exhibited 
by Mr. Nevinson are excellent examples of his proficiency in the 
art. It is recorded that when the royalists were called upon in the 
great rebellion to giye up their gold and silver valuables to supply 
the exigencies of their cause, they still retained the engraved 
plates and jettons by de Passe as memorials of their attachment to 
their sovereign and his house. Simon de Passe is said to have left 
England about 1630, and to have settled at Copenhagen. His 
sister Magdalene, like her brothers, learned the art of engraving 
from her father, and executed some small plates of considerable 
merit, as well as a few portraits and other prints.

MR. NEVINSON also exhibited an appointment, dated 1st 
January, 1637, and signed by Archbishop Laud, " W. Cant," of 
Sir John Lamb, Dr. Robinson, and others, to be commissioners for 
hearing complaints against the levying of ship-money. Also an 
order, dated 22nd July, 1678, from William Alsop, Mayor of 
Leicester, and others, to Francis Ward to collect a levy for building 
ships. He also read some portions of a document respecting the 
collecting of a subsidy in 1615, from the clergy in the hundred of 
Frarnland to the king, stating the reasons which compelled some of 
them reluctantly to decline that honour.

THE REV. J. H. HILL laid before the meeting a fine folio copy 
of the Roman Pontifical, printed at Venice in 1582, with numerous 
woodcuts representing the various ceremonies of the Church as 
therein directed. The elaborate tooling which cover the leather of 
the sides and back of the binding, and ornament the edges of the 
leaves, show that it had been the property of no ordinary person, 
and on a fly-leaf is fairly written the autograph of "Fairfax." 
This book had been brought to light after years of neglect in 
consequence of the visit of the Society to Harborough, in July 
last. Mr. Hill also exhibited a rubbing of a mural brass in 
Rotherham Church, to the memory of Robarte Swifte, esq., who 
died August 8th, 1561, set. 84, and of Anne his first wife, who died 
June 3rd, 1539, aet. 67. They are represented in the upper portion 
of the brass kneeling opposite each other at faldstools, between 
which, in the background is represented a sort of recess with two 
skulls and " Respice finem;" and above this, on a scroll, "Christe 
is oure lyfe, & deathe is our advantage." Behind their father kneel 
two sons, William and Robarte ; and behind their mother two 
daughters, Anne and Margaret. It is recorded that they "lyvyde 
manye yeares in this Towne of Rotherham in vertuus ffarne, grett 
wellthe, and good woorship; They weare pytyfulle to the poore and 
Relevyd them lyberallye, and to theyre ffrends no les faythfulle 
then bouutyfulle; Trulye they ffearyd God, who Plentiouslye 
powryd his Blessings vppon theym." The conclusion of the in 
scription is observable as being a prayer for the dead subsequent 
to the settlement of the present Prayer Book of the Church of
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England,—" On whose Sowlles withe all Chrysten Sowlles Thorn- 
nipotent lorde have Marcy. Amen."

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY said he had a few articles to lay 
before the Meeting relating to a former Leicestershire rector, 
afterwards

ARCHBISHOP LAUD.

A FEW brief notes respecting his preferments in this county occur 
in his diary. He says in " 1608, The advowson of North Kilworth 
in Leicestershire given to me, April."—" 1609, I changed my ad 
vowson of North Kilworth for West Tilbury in Essex, to which I 
was inducted Oct. 28, to be near my Lord of Rochester, Dr. Neile," 
•who afterwards continued his friend and patron, and died Arch 
bishop of York.—" 1610, my Lord of Rochester gave me Cuchstone 
in Kent, May 25."—" 1 left Cuchstone and was inducted to Norton, 
Nov., by proxy." This is said to have been Norton-juxta-Twycross, 
in this county; but I find in Nichols that Gabriel Rosse was rector 
there from 1609 to 1658. It was, I should think, Norton near 
Feversham, in Kent, that Laud had.—" 1617, I was inducted to 
Ibstock in Leicestershire, August 2, in my return out of Scotland," 
whither he had attended King James, and left Norton.—" 1624, 
July 23, Friday, I went to lie and keep house, and preach at my 
livings held in commendam, Creeke, and Ibstock."—" Aug. 7, 
Saturday, while I was at Long Whatton with my brother, iny 
passion by blood, and my fear of a stone in my bladder." This 
was William Laud's half brother, the only son of his mother by 
her first husband, John Robinson, clothier, of London. He became 
a prebendary of Westminster and archdeacon of Nottingham.— 
" Aug. 8, Sunday, I went and preached at my parsonage at Ibstock, 
and set things in order there." What Laud means by I "set things 
in order there," may be easily imagined,—the sweeping away of 
Puritanism and the restoration of ecclesiastical arrangement, and 
performance of divine service, such as we have witnessed so many 
instances of during the revival of the last quarter of a century.— 
" 1625, March 6, I resigned the parsonage of Ibstock, which I held 
in commendam." Laud had then become Bishop of St. David's. 
Thinking that possibly some trace of Laud's incumbency at Ibstock 
might still be found there, I visited it last week, but the church 
contains nothing whatever of his time. In the registers there are 
no entries under the dates when he appears to have been there. 
The only record of him is the following, written at the foot of the 
page, containing entries in the year 1617,—"Johannes Pickeringe 
Cler p Dr. Laude ; Johannes Taylor, Thomas Cramp, Gardiani." 
The end of 1618 also is signed by J. Pickeringe in the same way. 
This is all that remains at Ibstock of its rector the archbishop.
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benefactors to the edifice: there are also strong reasons for sup 
posing that the Belers were intimately connected with the town of 
Melton during the middle ages; and when afterwards the manor 
of Eye-Kettleby passed into the hands of the Digbys, we find 
members of that family using the south aisle of our church as 
their place of burial. The epitaph of Sir John Digby who died 
in 1553, and of his two wives, was a few years ago in existence.

After this, I fear, tedious consideration of the evidence relative 
to this recumbent effigy, I think the conclusions arrived at are these: 
that a Mowbray is not interred beneath ; that the heraldic testimony 
and the few facts I have mentioned tend to shew that a Beler reposes 
under, and is represented by, the armed figure which has rested 
undisturbed in grim and silent repose through the changes and 
evolutions of more than five centuries. Still the questiou is an 
open one.

Some apology is perhaps necessary for not completing these 
sketches of the Mowbray family in two papers. My chief reason 
for not doing so has been the wish rather to give short papers inter 
spersed with national incidents, and glimpses of the gradual rise 
of our country to the height of civilization and true liberty—in 
fact rather to make these lords of Melton tell their own history of 
the times in which they lived, than to compress a mass of facts into 
a dry biography of individual men.

Should an opportunity occur, at some future time, of tracing 
the career of this family until its extinction in the direct line, in 
the time of Edward IV., we shall find the subject full of almost 
romantic interest, and it would, I think, compensate for the, I fear, 
dry paper I have this evening inflicted upou yoa

This Paper, the Mowbrays, lords of Melton, part II., closed 
the series delivered in the Corn Exchange, Melton Mowbray. 
The record of the ordinary meetings, &c. of the Society is now 
resumed.

December 27th, 1858. 

THE REV. ROBERT BCJRNABY in the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN exhibited a silver penny of Alexander the Third, 
king of Scotland from 1245 to 1285, sent by Mr. Thompson. On 
the obverse were the words ALEXANDER DEI GRA, X, in Lombar- 
dic characters, with a crowned head in profile, and sceptre in front. 
The reverse was divided by a cross into four parts, and in each of 
these was a mullet. The legend was REX SCOTORUM. Humphrey
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says "the silver penny was the only Scottish coin until Edward I. of 
England, during his temporary subjugation of the country, coined 
halfpence and farthings."* He also says the coins of "Alexander 
I., David I., and Alexander II. have all names of moneyers on the 
reverse. Alexander III. and David II. have REX ScoTOROM."t 
In the year 1259, the king of Scotland, and his wife, Margaret, the 
daughter of Henry III. (the reigning monarch of this country at 
that date), visited England. Their way to the metropolis would 
probably lie through Leicester, and by the road to Welford. The 
coin produced was found in a garden allotment, a mile and a half 
beyond Leicester, ou the right hand side of the Welford Road.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a small silver box, having 
the lid ornamented with beautifully cut scroll-work, and containing 
thirty-three engraved silver jettons of English sovereigns by Crispin 
de Passe. These have on the obverse the effigies and names of the 
kings and queens, and the date of their death; and on the reverse 
their shield of arms, how long they reigned, and where they were 
buried. This series commences with Edward the Confessor, and 
ends with Charles I. It is deficient of William II., Edward I., II., 
III., and Henry VII. Besides the kings and queens of England, 
there are jettons of Mary, Queen of Scots, and of her second 
husband, Henry Stewart, Lord Darnley, father of James I.; of 
Henry, his eldest son; of James I., and his son Charles, on the 
reverse; two of Charles I. and Henrietta Maria; of Elizabeth, 
eldest daughter of James I., and of her husband Frederick, King 
of Bohemia; of Charles Lewis, their second son; of Gustavus 
Adolphus, King of Sweden, and of Lienora, his Queen; and of 
Gustavus Adolphus only, with the date 1632. A box of these 
jettons is thus described among the antique jewellery in the illus 
trated catalogue of the Bernal Collection, sold by auction in March 
and April, 1855:—"A silver-gilt box, chased and perforated, with 
profile busts of Charles I. and Henrietta Maria, in relief, contain 
ing thirty-three silver jettons, engraved with the Sovereigns of 
England, dates, arms, &c., commencing with Edward the Confessor, 
and ending with Charles, Prince of Wales, 1630. It is remarkable 
that the effigy of Elizabeth is omitted, though there is one of Maria, 
mother of James I.; there are jettons of James the First's other chil 
dren, Elizabeth of Bohemia, and Henry. £16. 5s. 6d., Duke of 
Hamilton." Mr. Gresley said that the box of jettons he exhibited 
came into his family from the Vincents of Shepey, and he had 
reason to believe that it had formerly belonged to Edward Rey 
nolds, the first Bishop of Norwich after the Restoration.

Another jetton, exhibited by Mr. Gresley, had a picture of the 
Nativity engraved on one side, and the legend " Behold I bring 
you tidings of joy, born unto you a Saviour:" and on the other,

• Vol ii., p. 504, Bohn's Ed. t Ibid, p. 505.
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the Crucifixion, with S. Mary and S. John, and round it, " Behold 
the Sonn of God, which taketh away the shins of the world."

ME. T. NEVINSON exhibited a panel of sandal wood, which 
had originally formed the lid of a desk. Upon it is drawn, with 
some sort of acid perhaps, a picture of the crucifixion of our Lord, 
on one side of whom is the crucifixion of the penitent thief, 
attended upon by the holy angels, and on the other, his companion, 
with an evil spirit at his head. S. Mary, Longinus with his spear, 
and a multitude of people are below. A border above the large 
picture represented the Annunciation, the Nativity, the Flight into 
Egypt, and the Baptism of our Lord. At either end are SS. 
Matthew and John, with their respective emblems, the Angel and 
the Eagle. Mr. Nevinson stated that he had grounds for thinking 
it came from Ulverscroft Priory. The date of it appeared to be 
the sixteenth century. Upon the dress of one of the soldiers is 
probably the mark of the artist.—O.

SRM
MR. NEALE exhibited a beautifully executed ivory carving of 

the Triumph of Neptune, probably of the early part of the last 
century.

MR. PHILLIPS, of Kibworth, exhibited, among other typo 
graphical curiosities, a folio copy of the New Testament, with the 
commentary of S. Jerome. This volume, which was deficient 
of the first page, was a beautiful example of the art of printing 
in the fifteenth century. The initial letters were filled in by the 
hand in colours. It had originally been attached to a desk by a 
chain.

Mr Phillips also exhibited a MS. Journal of the proceedings 
of the House of Lords, beginning April 25th, and ending Decem 
ber 29th, 12 Car. II. It contains lists of the members present, 
the resolutions passed, &c. A member of Mr. Phillips' family 
was of the Privy Council of that king, and of Charles I., and 
probably the book had descended from him to the present possessor.

THE REV. E. W. WOODCOCK exhibited a rubbing of the monu 
mental brass in Newton Church, Northamptonshire, A.D., 1400. 
A cross rises between the kneeling figures of a civilian and his 
wife; and within a quarterfoil at the head of it is enclosed a 
figure of S. Faith, crowned with a nimbus, and holding a sword 
and a gridiron, the instruments of her martyrdom. The field on 
•which this beautiful figure is placed is diapered, and in two lateral 
foils are the words (contracted) Sancta Fides—Virgo et Martyr. 
Another brass exhibited by Mr. Woodcock, was that of Thomas 
Goodrich, Bishop of Ely from 1534 until his death on the 10th 
of May, 1554. This effigy affords a good example of the costume 
of the Episcopal order of that period, and is remarkable for the 
combination of Gothic and Renaissance ornament which it exhibits. 
The Bishop holds in his right hand a Bible, perhaps in allusion to
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his having been one of the translators; the gospel by S. John 
being attributed to him. He has also hanging from the same 
hand the great seal, significant of his office as Chancellor, which 
he held under Edward VI.

MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited two small brass Roman coins, 
recently found at Goadby Marwood. 1. Obverse, CONSTAN- 
TINVS. P. F. AVG., and the bust of the Emperor; reverse, 
SOLI INVICTO ...... and a figure of the sun. 2. Obverse,
IMP. C. M. AYR. PROBVS AVG, and bust; reverse, SPES 
AVG, and a figure standing. The former of these was found in 
the churchyard.

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY read the following paper:—

WITH the Restoration of King Charles the Second, the Prayer 
Book of the Church of England came again into use. Endea 
vours were made to form a union between the Church, which was 
now restored, and the Dissenters, who had been established in its 
place during the Great Rebellion. For this purpose the king 
issued a commission to an equal number of divines of both parties, 
" to advise upon and review the Book of Common Prayer," &c. 
The conference held in pursuance of this commission is known as 
the Savoy Conference. It was first held on the 15th of April, 
1661, and terminated on the 24th of July following. Union how 
ever was found to be unattainable. To state the case in the most 
favourable way, the episcopal divines could not conscientiously 
acquiesce in the concessions which the Dissenters conscientiously 
required. It remained, therefore, for the divines of the Church 
of England to make only such alterations in the Prayer Book 
as should seem to them desirable, independently of other parties, 
consequently, on the 21st of November following, the Upper 
House of the Convocation of Canterbury appointed, under royal 
license, a committee, to proceed without loss of time to a revision 
of it, and on the 20th of December the new book was adopted 
and subscribed by the clergy of both houses of Convocation, and 
of both Provinces. On the 25th of February, 1662, the House 
of Lords received, together with a royal message, an authentic 
copy of the corrected book confirmed under the great seal. The 
Act of Uniformity, which directed that it should be accepted and 
used throughout England, was passed by the Lords on the 9th, and 
by the Commons on the 16th of April.

The original MS. of the book of Common Prayer, which was 
annexed to this Act, is not now to be found among the parlia 
mentary records. It is said to have been seen among them, but 
detached from the Statute Roll, in 1819, and again about 1834
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exemplar, so that you see in it exactly what that Sealed Book is ; 
with the addition, however, of the State Services, which were sub 
sequently passed by the Convocation of the clergy, and confirmed 
by the king.

It was unanimously resolved that his Grace the Duke of Rutland 
be requested to become patron of the Society, in conjunction with 
the Lord Bishop of Peterborough.

Some financial business having been disposed of, it was resolved 
that the copies of the Reports and Papers of the Associated Archi 
tectural Societies for 1855, now remaining iu the hands of the Sec 
retaries, should be presented to the members who have been sub 
sequently elected.

Mr. G-. Nevinson moved, and Mr. Neale seconded, a vote of 
thanks to the Chairman.

February 28M, 1859. 

MR. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON exhibited a MS. on a sheet of parchment, 
recently purchased at the sale of the effects of the Rev. J. G. 
Dimock, rector of Uppingham. It appears to be the first skin of 
" The abstracts or brefe declaracion of all and singular Lordshippis, 
manners, landes, tenements, woodes, personagis, pencions, and all 
other possessions as well spiritual! as temporall apperteignyng 
vnto the late attaynted monastery of Colchester, surveined by 
Richard Pollerd and Thomas Moyle, esquiers, generall Surveyers 
of the Kingis landes," &c., reference being made to a book in which 
the particulars might be found. The last abbot of the " attaynted " 
monastery of St. John Baptist at Colchester was John Beche, " of 
whom," says Willis, " I know nothing farther, than that he was 
one of the three Mitred Parliamentary Abbats (the two others being 
those of Glastonbury and Reading) that had courage enough to 
maintain his conscience, and run the last extremity, being neither 
to be prevailed upon by bribery, terror, or any dishonourable 
motive, to come into a surrender or subscribe the king's supremacy: 
on which account being attainted of high treason, he suffered death 
at Colchester, and was hanged there December 1, 1539."— (Mitred 
Abbies, vol. 1, p. 57-8.^ The heading of this document and the 
initial letters are ornamented with pen and ink drawings elaborately 
and beautifully executed. The initial letter contains a portrait of 
Henry VIII., and the royal arms and supporters. A large drawing 
at the top represents, apparently, a royal personage with small face,



294 LEICESTERSHIRE ARCHITECTURAL

long beard, and aquiline nose, carrying a sceptre in his right hand, 
and riding on horseback. He is preceded by trumpeters, and at 
tended by spearmen. The people kneel before him as he passes 
forward towards a gateway. It is king Ahab taking possession of 
Naboth's vineyard. In the distance is seen a gallows with a ladder 
raised against it, and the martyrdom of Abbot Beche.

Mr. .NORTH exhibited a hitherto unnoticed local token which 
had come into his possession since the publication of his Paper 
read before the Society upon the Tradesmen's Tokens of Leicester 
shire. On the obverse is HENRY CRODDYN IN, round a cross moline;

C.
and on the reverse, MELTON MOBERY round the letters H. A. 
Henry Croddyn lies interred in the north aisle of Melton Church: 
he died January 3rd, 1699. The Crodens appear to have been in 
Melton many years previously to this. In the churchwarden's 
accounts for 1612 is found,—" Item, to Rafe Croden and William 
Allyn for Four dayes and a halfe settinge up winders in the 
Steepell .... IXs."

A small leaden token found in Melton Mowbray, also exhibited
A. 16 

by Mr. North, had on the obverse W. E., and on the reverse 57.
The Rev. J. H. HILL exhibited two-third brass Roman coins, 

found near the Manor House at Medbourne. One of them has the 
words VRBS ROMA and a head on the obverse, and the wolf with 
Romulus and Remus on the reverse.

Mr. G. C. NEALE read the following paper:—
The small engraving which I exhibit this morning is a likeness 

of the illustrious Erasmus of Rotterdam, who was born in the year 
1467, and died in 1536. It was executed by William Vaillant, 
and is one of the earliest specimens in the mezzotiuto style, the 
inventor of which was Prince Rupert, the devoted partisan and gene 
ral of Charles the First. The first specimen engraved by him, and 
which was subsequently published, may be seen in the first edition 
of Evelyn's Sculptura, 1662. Vaillant was of the greatest assist 
ance to the Prince in perfecting his newly discovered art; one 
which no doubt was an improvement upon the rough etchings and 
engravings of that period. The mezzotinto style, from its softness 
of execution and the blending of light and shade, is much to be 
admired; but still must be considered an inferior branch of art. 
The old line engravings by Woollett, Brown, Wille, Morghen, and 
those of a later period by Heath, Sharye, Greatbach, and others, 
display greater talent and are more true to nature than the cotem- 
porary productions of the other class. I also exhibit the Dunbar 
medal struck in commemoration of the victory gained at that place 
by Cromwell over the Scottish army commanded by General Leslie. 
On the obverse is a splendidly executed bust of the Protector, in 
scribed "The Lord of Hosts," "Won at Dunbar, Sept. 3. 1650."
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In the field is represented a battle, and charge of cavalry. Reverse, 
the House of Commons, members seated, one standing addressing 
the house. This is the large-sized medal, and is the workmanship of 
the celebrated Thomas Simon whose name can be deciphered under 
the bust. With regard to Erasmus* and his times in connection 
•with the Reformation and the advancement of learning, or Cromwell 
and the age in which he lived, much that is interesting might be 
noticed, though perhaps it would be considered irrelevant on this 
occasion. If I understand aright, we meet here for the discussion 
of facts and not principles, to express our own opinions and those 
of others on the objects exhibited, their natural, local, or historical 
associations, and not on the moral- or religious sentiments which 
such might call forth. For instance, we exhibit coins for identifi 
cation, to have them deciphered, and to examine into their rude 
ness or beauty of execution. We regard them with deep interest 
as links in the long chain of succession of monarchs and princes, 
or as tangible records of historical facts. But if when looking at a 
coin of Cromwell or the Commonwealth we discuss the character 
and principles of that remarkable man, difference of opinion might 
be expressed and discussions entered into, which would render 
our meetings those of a Controversial rather than an Architectural 
and Archaeological Society. A coin of Henry the Eighth with 
Wolsey's initials stamped upon it, a manuscript of Ridley, an auto 
graph of Latimer, a jetton of Laud, or a medal of Charles the 
Second commemorating the Restoration, is each in itself a page of 
history and a valuable and interesting object for us to consider and 
admire, without occupying our time in criticising the creeds and 
dogmas of those individuals, whose memories are held in detesta 
tion by some, or regarded with esteem and veneration by others.

Mr. INGRAM exhibited a beautifully carved cocoa-nut, of small 
size, set in silver, as a drinking cup.

Mr. GODDARD exhibited a spring padlock, of a globular form, 
about 1J inch in diameter, found at Gaddesby. Also a bronze 
medallion, of an equestrian figure of King Charles the First, sur 
rounded by a border or frame of flowers, &c. It was purchased 
by Mr. Goddard at Quenby Hall, and was stated to have belonged 
to the Digby family. It will be remembered that the equestrian

* Formerly a custom prevailed with learned men to change their names. They 
showed at once their contempt for vulgar denominations and their ingenious erudi 
tion. They christened themselves with Latin and Greek. This disguising of names 
came at length to be considered to have a political tendency, and so much alarmed 
Pope Paul the Second, that he imprisoned several persons for their using certain 
affected names, and some, indeed, which they could not give a reason why they as 
sumed. Desideriue Erasmus was a name formed out of his family name Gerard, 
which in Dutch signifies amiable; or GAB all, AERD nature. He first changed it to 
a Latin word of much the same signification, desiderius, which afterwards he refined 
into the Greek Erasmus by which name he is known.—Curiosities of Literature, vol. 
ii., p. 67.
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stature of King Charles, executed in bronze in 1633 by Le Sour, 
for the Earl of Arundel, fell at the time of the Great Rebellion 
into the hands of the Parliamentarians, by whom it was ordered to 
be sold and broken up. The purchaser, John River, produced 
some broken pieces of metal, and sold various articles to the cavaliers 
as relics of the statue. Possibly the bronze now exhibited may be 
one of them. The attachment of the Digby family to the Royal 
cause is well known. At the Restoration the statue was again 
brought to light, sold to government, and placed upon a pedestal 
executed by Grinlin Gibbons at Charing Cross.

The Rev. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited some specimens of English 
spurs, of which he read the following description :—

No. 1, is denominated a "prick spur," from its having a sharp 
point at the extremity of the neck instead of a rowel. It is of the 
earliest form known ; the arms and neck being straight. The spurs 
of the soldiers represented in the Bayeux Tapestry are of this des 
cription, and they continued of this form until the time of Henry 
II.; but by the end of the reign of that King (1189) the depression 
of the arm, occasionally before seen, had become permanently 
settled. The neck of this spur is only f of an inch in length. The 
extremities of the arms were flattened and pierced with loops, of 
which one remains perfect. Through these passed a single strap, 
which went under the foot and was buckled on the instep.

No. 2, is a very fine example of a spur of about the time of 
Richard the Second, very similar in shape to that of Edward the 
Black Prince, on his effigy in Canterbury Cathedral. The arms of 
it are strongly curved, and it has a foliated rowel of eight points. 
It was found at Winchester, at Uplands House, a few hundred 
yards outside the western gate.

No. 3, is probably of the same reign, but later. The arms are 
straighter and broader than those of No. 2. One extremity of it 
appears to have been perforated with a single hole for fixing the 
straps, and the other with two holes. The neck is short and has a 
star-shaped rowel of six points. It was found, as I was informed, 
twenty years ago with No. 1, at Clarendon, in Wiltshire.

No. 4, is similar in shape to the spurs shown on the brass of 
Sir Symon de Felbrigge (standard bearer to Richard the Second), 
in Lingfield church, Surrey (1427). The arms are straight for a 
little way from the neck and then curve downwards, and each 
terminates with two holes, to one of which on one side a small 
hook remains attached. It has a star-shaped rowel of six points.

No. 5, is a noble and beautiful spur, to which an interesting 
history belongs. Ralph, eldest son and heir of John Shirley, was 
twenty-six years of age and upwards on the 31st of October, 1487 
(2 Henry VII.). A few months previously we find him, with many 
other retainers of the house of Lancaster, following the standard 
of Henry VII., who had assembled his army at Kenilworth Castle,
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and marched through Coventry and Loughborough to Nottingham, 
to suppress the insurrection raised by the followers of Lambert 
Simnel, headed by the Earl of Lincoln and the Viscount Lovall; 
he was accordingly present at the battle of Stoke, fought June 16th, 
1487, and was one of the fifty-two knights dubbed on the field. 
There appears no reason to doubt that the spur now exhibited is 
one of those stated in Harleian MSS. 4928, p. 39, to have been 
worn by Sir Ralph Shirley at the battle of Stoke, and then, in the 
time of Charles the First, "conserved by the Shirleys." As one of 
Jack Cade's friends might say,—" the spur is alive at this time to 
testify to the fact." I am enabled to exhibit it by the kindness of 
Sir Ralph's descendant, its present possessor, the Earl Ferrers. 
The neck of this spur, which slightly curves upwards, is about 
three-and-a-quarter inches in length. The arms, curving dSwn- 
wards, are about three-and-a-half inches, and terminate with two 
holes, to the upper one of which on one side is attached a buckle, and 
from the lower one on the other side hangs a hook. The rowel is 
star-shaped, having eight points one-and-a-half inch long. The 
metal is latten, and it has been gilded. The neck and arms are 
ornamented with a continuous foliated pattern. To the sides of 
the neck and arms twelve small rings are attached, from which as 
many small metal balls were dependent, five of which remain. 
This spur survived the conflagration of Chartley Castle about ten 
years ago.

No. 6, is the neck of a spur of probably Henry the Eight's 
time, with a rowel formed of a circular plate of metal indented so 
as to appear to have twenty-seven points. It was found, as well as 
No. 4, at Salisbury, during the excavations for sewerage in 1857.

No. 7, is the neck and mutilated arms of a brass spur of the 
time of Charles the First. The arms are ornamentally engraved. 
It was found in 1847 by a labourer in the railway cutting at Castle 
Gresley, Derbyshire. It had a rowel as large as a penny, and 
buckles at the extremities of the arms. The bright gilding upon 
it made the discoverer suppose it was gold, but he was undeceived 
by a silversmith at Burton-upon-Trent, who filed off both the 
buckles.

EARL FERRERS sent for exhibition a large stone hatchet-shaped 
celt, dug up near the Manor House at Chartley. Its length is 
about eight-and-a-half inches: the edge for cutting measures about 
four-and-three-quarter inches, and the other end which is very 
massive, and was used as a hammer, is about two-and-a-half by 
three inches. It weighs six pounds two ounces. The upper and 
lower sides of it have a hollow bevel. There is a hole through it, 
rather behind the centre, for the insertion of the handle. This 
was probably made by the rotary friction of another hard round 
stone used with sand and water. Where metal was used the sides 
of the apertures are cylindrical, and in some cases the circular
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lines left by the tool may be seen; where, on the contrary, a stone 
was used the edge of the aperture is splayed on each side. It is 
of a hard fine-grained stone of a light grey colour, which might be 
taken for limestone, but sulphuric acid has no effect upon it.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited another celt presented to 
him by W. Dewes, Esq., which was discovered about fifty years 
ago upon the Wolds, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, in the corner field where 
the lane to Blackfordby diverges from the Over Seile and Ashby turn 
pike road. It is of roughly chipped yellow flint, about eight-and-a- 
half inches long, and three inches in the broadest part, which is 
near the semi-circular cutting edge, from whence it becomes 
narrower towards the star end, which is obtusely pointed. " As the 
celt was the principal tool and weapon of the early Celtic inhabi 
tants of this island, serving the purposes of the chisel, pick, punch, 
wedge, plane, hatchet, and battle-axe," it is found, as in the present 
instance, unaccompanied by other remains.

THE CHAIRMAN exhibited Roman coins of Vespasian and Maxi- 
minis, the. former having the legend IMP. CAES. VESPASIAN 
AVG. P. M. TR. P. P. COS. III.

Mr. JAMES THOMPSON read the following Paper:—

THE JEWRY WALL, LEICESTER: OBSERVATIONS 
THEREON.

THE ancient cities and towns of this country, founded by the 
Romans, were very generally laid out on a uniform plan. In the 
first instance, they were merely surrounded by a vallum or embank 
ment of earth, and a fosse or dyke, running parallel therewith. 
In due course, when these encampments (for such they were 
originally) were transformed into towns—when they were no longer 
used for military purposes solely, but became the habitation of 
civilians as well as soldiers, and the centres of trade, and the 
abodes of men prosecuting the peaceful arts of life—walls of 
immense thickness and solid strength were raised on the line of 
the vallum, thus engirdling the houses of the inhabitants with an 
impregnable line of defence. The outline of the walls was usually 
four-sided, forming a parallelogram, and frequently running in 
such a course as to face the points of the compass—the angles of 
the walls pointing north-east, south-east, south-west, and north 
west. Midway between the corners of each of the four sides was a 
gate ; and, traversing the interior of the place, from north to south 
and east to west, were two main streets. An examination of the 
modern maps of those cities and towns in England which are 
known to have been originally founded by the Romans, will con-
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April 30th, 1859. 

MR. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

MR. GODDARD laid before the members a drawing of a font dug 
up in Leicester Castle in 1821. It was discovered in an inverted 
position, and formed the foundation stone of the column of the 
spiral staircase which led to the jury chambers Judging from its 
Norman character it was probably the original font of St. Mary's 
church, which has been superseded by one of later date ; or of the 
Collegiate church of the Newarke, which was demolished at the 
Reformation. It was removed from the Castle by the late Mr. 
Freer to his residence at West Cotes, where it still remains.

Mr. Goddard also- exhibited an exquisite model, by Flaxman, 
of Virginius and his daughter, purchased at the Flaxman sale by 
Redfern of Warwick, from whom it passed to Quenby, where 
Mr. Goddard purchased it.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a drawing of a chessman 
of ivory (a king), found in 1857 in a street at Salisbury, during the 
sewerage operations. The height of it is three-and-a-half inches. 
The king is on horseback, and wears a crown of four fleur-de-lis. 
The hind quarters of the horse are covered with reticulated housings. 
Eight attendants walk on each side,—knights in long surcoates, 
carrying their shields before them, bare-headed apparently, their 
cast-off hoods of mail being perhaps represented by a kind of 
collar round the neck. The probable date of this piece may be 
the reign of king Henry III., when the cathedral and city of New 
Sarum were founded.

MR. GRESLEY (in connection with Mr. Neale's remarks upon 
mezzotinto engravings at the February meeting) exhibited Prince 
Rupert's head of the executioner of St. John the Baptist, reduced 
by the Prince from the large engraving of the executioner in armour, 
carrying his sword and the head of the saint. This was presented 
to Evelyn for his first edition of his Sculptura in 1662, as a speci 
men of the then newly invented art, of which Bryant gives the 
following account:—" The Prince, going out early one morning, 
observed a soldier employed in cleaning his musket from the rust 
which the night dew had occasioned; and on examining it, per 
ceived something like a figure corroded upon the barrel, with 
innumerable small holes, close together, like friezed work on gold 
or silver, part of which the soldier had scraped away. He con 
ceived an idea that some contrivance might be found to cover a 
copper-plate with such a grained ground of fine pressed holes, 
which would give an impression all black, and that by scraping 
away those parts which required to be white, the effect of the drawing 
might be produced. He communicated this idea to Wallerant
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Vaillant, a painter in his service; they made several experiments, 
and at last invented a steel roller, cut with tools to make teeth like 
a rasp or file, which produced the black ground, which in some 
measure answered the purpose intended." Prince Rupert's right 
to claim this invention is however now, like the invention of Romu 
lus and Remus, and everything else, questionable.

MR. GRESLEY also exhibited six impressions of seals found 
when old London Bridge was destroyed, probably those of trades 
men of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. Also some 
genuine and forged brass and copper Roman coins, in which he 
pointed out certain peculiarities in the edges and the rust, by which 
they might be distinguished. He also exhibited a very fine denarius 
of Germanicus, son of Drusus, senior, and Antonio, born B.C. 15, 
adopted by Tiberius, and created Caesar A.D. 18, and poisoned by 
Piso, governor of Syria, atEpidaphne, A.D. 19. This coin having 
the head of Augustus on the reverse, is of considerable rarity. It 
was found at Weston, near Bicestef, about twenty years ago.

THE REV. J. O. STEPHENS, of Belgrave, was elected a member 
of the Society.

The Annual Meeting and Excursion for the present year having 
been taken into consideration by the Committee, it was resolved that 
the place of meeting should be Loughborough, from whence an 
excursion should be made, probably in the direction of Garendon, 
Sheepshead, Gracedieu, Whitwick, Mount St. Bernard, Beacon 
Hill, and Beaumanor.

A vote of thanks to the Chairman terminated the proceedings.

June With, 1859. 

THE REV. R. BURNABY in the Chair.

The Rev. J. H. HILL exhibited a very large shoeing horn, said 
to have been that of the Abbot of Glastonbury, upon the back of 
which are engraven seven pictures illustrative of the corporeal works 
of mercy. It was, however, conjectured that the costume of the 
figures indicated a rather later period than the time of the dissolu-' 
tion of monasteries in England, and that it was of foreign execution. 
Also an ancient hunting horn of ivory, among the rudely carved 
ornaments of which is a lizard. The mouth-piece is in the middle 
of it, not at the thin end, and it has been deprived of its metal 
ornaments. These antiquities are now the property of the Rev. J. 
H. Dent, of Hallaton, by whose permission they were exhibited. 
They were purchased by him at the sale at Neville Holt in 1848.
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Mr. Hill also exhibited a double-edged sword, of the time of 
Elizabeth, found in an old house at Tugby.

MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited two shillings of Elizabeth, with 
the mint marks of a barrel and a woolpack: a sixpence, mint mark 
a bird; and a twopenny piece of Charles L These were found at 
Cosby.

THE REV. E. W. WOODCOCK exhibited a rubbing of the monu 
mental brass of Sir William Calthorpe, A.D., 1420, in Burham 
Thorpe Church, Norfolk. It is a good specimen of a crocketed 
canopy, and also of plate armour. The knight is decorated with a 
collar of S.S., the badge of chivalry first used by king Henry IV. 
The armour is interesting as showing what was in use at the won 
derful victory of Agincourt, A.D. 1415. A portion of the legend 
is:—

" Quisqnis es qni transieris, sta perlege, plora, 
Sum quod eris, fueramque quod es, pro me, precor ora."

Also, the brass of William Ermyn, rector of Castle Ashby, Nor 
thamptonshire, A.D. 1401. This brass furnishes an illustration of 
the amice. The figure is habited in a cope, on the orphrey of 
which are representations of ten saints, bearing the emblems by 
which they are known, viz., S. Anne, instructing the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, S. Katherine with a wheel, S. Margaret with a cross, S. 
Mary Magdalene with a box of ointment, 3. Helena with a tau 
cross, S. Peter with a key, S. Andrew with a cross, S. Nicholas as 
a bishop, and S. Lawrence with a gridiron.

MR. NORTH exhibited a diminutive tripod one-and-a-quarter inch 
in height, of bronze, lately found in digging in the parish of Seal- 
ford, Leicestershire. It agrees exactly in form with the curious 
objects called Marmites, which have been frequently found in 
France (Gent. Mag., Sept. 1861). One also appears incised upon 
a tombstone of the fourteenth century, preserved in the Hospitium 
of S. Mary's Abbey, York. The Marmite now exhibited (judging 
from its small size) was probably a mediaeval toy. Also, a small 
Nuremburg token found under the pavement in Scalford Church, 
during the recent restoration there. It has the maker's name— 
HANS SCHVITES NVRENBERG.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited several objects of antiquity, 
in the possession of C. R. Colville, Esq., of Lullington, Derbyshire, 
of whose house Mr. Shirley says, in his Noble and Gentlemen of 
England p. 50:—" This is an ancient Cambridgeshire family, and 
can be traced to the time of Henry I. The Colviles, Barons of 
Culross, in Scotland, are descended from a younger brother of the 
second progenitor of the family. The manor of Newton-Colvile, 
held under the Bishop of Ely, continued in the Colviles from a 
period extending nearly from the Conquest to the year 1792, when 
it was sold, and the representative of this family, Sir Charles Col-
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vile, settled in Derbyshire, in consequence of his marriage with 
Miss Bonnell, of tfuffield."

In 1410, Sir John de Colvile was appointed by the Bishop of 
Ely, governor of Wisbech Castle. The matrix of the seal of the 
governor is now exhibited. It is of steel; and the engraved part 
is circular, an inch and one-teuth in diameter. The lower part 
of the stem is octagon, and the upper sexagon, above which is 
a hole for suspension. The seal is a good deal corroded. Wis 
bech Castle is conventionally represented upon it with five towers, 
doorway, and portcullis. The inscription seems to be " Sigillum 
Castri de Wisbech," with two ornaments between each word. 
There is an enlarged and badly executed print of it in Watson's 
History of Wisbech.

This Sir John'de Colvile married, according to the pedigree by 
Watson, Emma, daughter of Sir John Wythe. It appears that, in 
consequence of some previous irregularities and indiscretion, and 
of the laws of consanguinity, they found it necessary to obtain a 
dispensation from the Holy See. The document which they ob 
tained from Pope Boniface IX, is now exhibited. The seal of it 
is lost. It is addressed to the Prior of Speney, in the diocese of 
Ely, who probably was to perform the marriage ceremony; but no 
mention is made of any other clergyman who was to " assist" him 
upon that interesting occasion. The bride elect is named Emme 
Gedeneye in the dispensation, which was given at Rome, " apud 
Sanctum Petrum" II id. March, in the 13th year of his Pontificate, 
i.e., March 14th, A.D. 1404.

Lysons, in his Cambridgeshire, p. 242, says, " In the reign of 
Henry IV, Sir John Colvile founded a colledge in this parish, 
[Newton in the Fens,] for four chaplains, four clerks, and ten poor 
men, called the Colledge of St Mary by the sea coast. One of the 
chaplains, who served the parish church, had £5. 6s. 8d. per annum, 
the others 100s., the clerks 40s. 4d., and the poor men, who lived in 
a house called the Bede-house, 6d. a week each and clothes. There 
are no remains of this house, which was latterly called the chapel 
of Saint Mary, or the chapel of the Sea; it stood on the Roman 
bank adjoining Marshland; after the Reformation, the lands belong 
ing to it were annexed to the rectory: the parsonage house stands 
on the site of the Colledge. The Bishop of Ely is patron." The 
orginal MS. book, containing the foundation charter statutes of this 
religious establishment, is now exhibited. The covering of it is 
curious. The wooden boards of the sides are covered with white 
leather, and the whole is protected by another covering of double 
leather, projecting over the top, laping over the front, and held to 
the side by a metal fastening, while at the foot this outer case hangs 
down four or five inches. The vellum pages measure five-and- 
three-quarter inches in breadth by eight-and-seven-tenths in height. 
The first four and last four leaves are blank, but are ruled the same
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as the others. The first page has a well designed and well executed 
illuminated border with which the first capital letter, a large C, is 
connected. In the centre of this initial letter is a shield of arms, 
—Quarterly 1, 4, azure, a lion rampant argent, langued and armed, 
a label of three points gules; 2, 3, or three chess rooks gules. 
The same shield is introduced again in the middle of the lower 
border.

There are eighteen statutes, containing the foundation of the 
chantry, the rules for its government, and the work of its inmates. 
After these follow certain further provisions, dated the 4th of June, 
A.D. 1446, and then the volume thus concludes:—Expliciunt 
fundacio ordinaciones et statuta necnon reformacionis dictorum 
statutorum reservacio cantarie super costeram maris in Newton 
Eliensis diocesis facta edita et ordinata per'devotum militem 
dominum Johannem Colvyle dicte cantarie humilem fundatorem 
cujus arma hie in prescriptorum statutorum suorum principio bis 
illuminantur ejiis corpori et anime necnon Emme consortis sue 
cum suis universis hie et ubique propicietur Deus. Amen.

Another MS. exhibited is a book of swan-marks. On the back 
of the first page is written in a hand of the period or soon after,— 
" These were made out the 6th Oct. in the 29th yr. of Q. Elizabeth's 
Reign," i.e., A.D. 1587. It is evident, however, that although this 
may be the date of the making out of this book, it is a copy of an 
earlier one; for the first two marks are those of Rex, and another 
is that of the abbot of Peterborough, which abbey was dissolved 
by King Henry the Eighth, and the episcopal see created out of 
its possession, Sept. 4th, 1541. In a hand of the eighteenth 
century is also written, " Cambridgeshire Swan Nicks or Marks," 
the word Geese having been afterwards substituted for Swan. But 
this, I imagine, is a mistake, in proof of which may be adduced 
the fact of the king's marks in this book being the same as those 
of the king in a roll of swan-marks in Lincolnshire, of Henry 
the Eighth's reign, engraved in the sixteenth volume of the 
Arch<eologia; and in Cambridgeshire also we may presume that 
all the king's geese were swans. The present differs from most 
books of this kind in having the swan's bill, head, and portion of 
the neck drawn, instead of merely the upper chap of the bill with 
the marks; and the bills are here coloured with vermillion. It is 
well known that from such marks of appropriation originated the 
once celebrated sign in London of "the Swan with two necks," i.e., 
two nicks. It is impossible to describe all the marks. Sometimes 
they assume a decidedly heraldic character, as a shield with a bend 
for Lord Scroop, and the same with the other marks for Mr. Alien, 
and another with three bezants on the bend for Balam Alexander. 
We also see a horseshoe for the Earl of Oxford, a Staffordshire 
knot for the Earl of Worcester, a cross crosslet for the Earl of Ross, 
cross keys unnamed, and a Katharine wheel for Mr. Edmund
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Bedingfeild. Generally speaking, the others may be said to 
resemble the well known merchants' marks of the middle ages. 
It is worth while to record the names of those whose marks are 
entered :—Rex, 2 marks; Duke of Clarence, Norfolke 2, Suffblke 
3, Marquis of Dorset 3, Earle Oxenford, Worster, Wiltshire, 
Bedford, Esex, Susex, Rosse, Rivers, Huntingdon; then one with 
two keys in saltire unnamed ; Lord Clynton, Dakars 2, Wentworth 
2, Skroppe, North, Awdeley, Willshire; Mr. Appryse, Asheby, 
Hennery Adams of Tydd, Thomas Adams; then, without title, 
Arley, Allvester, Alien Atkinson, idem modo Gamble, Abbot of 
Peterborough, Asheton modo Sheppard 2, Idem et Rash, Sr Nich. 
Bacon, Bishop of Ely (in the margin " sent this to Ldship D W.,") 
Sr Henry Bedingfeild 3, Mr. Edmond Bedingfeild 2, Mr. Beding 
feild, Mr. Beaupry modo Bell Bell 3, Mr. Bryan 4, Mr. Bryan, 
Mr. Benett, Mr. Bedett, Mr. Bowes, Mr. Bolles, Balam Alexander, 
Beals, Ely College, Charles Balam, Colvile, Shareman Fines (?), 
Tho Helbar ar (?), Toagod modo Massey, Twelves, Vydeywood, 
Welby, Yelverton, Balam Robert, Idem modo B : E : 2, Callow de 
Holbech, Edwards Wm, Idem modo Pierson, Edwards Tho: Esq. 
Rennals Mr. Repps ar, Mr. Reed now Neve, Rogers Mr 2, 
Skeaington, St. Johns, Mr. Partheridge, Mr. Trafford, Ld Bpp of 
Ely. Fifty-five swans' heads without marks and names follow.

In the volume of the Archceologia above mentioned, pp. 159- 
162, is printed "the Ordinance for the conservation and keeping 
of the King's swans and signets of his Lords Spiritual, and of his 
Commons, -within the counties of Lincoln, Northampton, Hun 
tingdon, and Cambridge, and the liberties and franchise of the 
same; and for the conservation of fish and fowl, with the assizing 
of all manner of them, within the said county and liberty of the 
same." With this ordinance we may connect the MS. now ex 
hibited.

Sir Thomas Colvile, sheriff of Cambridgeshire, 7 Charles I., 
was succeeded by his nephew, William Colvile, Esq., who took an 
active part as a Royalist in the Great Rebellion. His name occurs 
among the gentlemen whom Charles II., at the Restoration, pro 
posed to distinguish by creating them Knights of the Royal Oak; 
but his intention of creating that Order was abandoned, wisely as 
some think, for fear of perpetuating dissensions. " It was the 
custom," says Watson, p. 485, " in those divided times, for the 
partizans of King Charles to carry certain tokens about with them, 
and if all the company produced one, conversation became free. 
These tokens consisted of a profile of Charles, engraved in the 
manner of a seal, fixed upon a small handle to be worn in the 
pocket, the seal bearing an impression of two angels uniting the 
hearts of Charles and his subjects, one of which, in silver, being 
preserved, is now (1827) in the possession of Sir Charles Henry 
Colvile." This relic is now exhibited. The seal is about three-
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tenths of an inch in diameter; a slender stem rises above this, at 
the top of which is the king's head in profile, with long hair and 
Vandyke collar. The total height is about one inch and three- 
quarters. The thickness of the metal is not more than that of the 
profile upon a coin or medal. The reverse side is flat and plain.

MR. COLVILE also sent three small articles of marble, supposed 
to be masonic, obtained by Mr. Adams, of Cairo, from a tomb in 
Egypt. Two of them are like small square seals, drilled with 
holes for suspension, but unengraved; the third is in the shape of 
the letter L.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Colvile and to Mr. Dent for their 
kindness in allowing these antiquities to be exhibited was unani 
mously passed.

A letter was read from the Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire 
Architectural Society, announcing their intention of holding their 
annual meeting on the 6th and 7th of September, and inviting the 
Leicestershire Society to join them. The Roman remains recently 
discovered at Apethorpe, will be visited.

. THE REV. N. P. SMALL, rector of Market Bosworth, was 
unanimously elected a member of the Society.

At a meeting of the Sub-Committee appointed to arrange the 
proceedings at the Annual Summer Meeting of the Society, which 
it had been agreed to hold at Loughborough, it was resolved 
that the meetings be held on the 27th July, and that the usual 
excursion take place on the following day, 28th July.

ANNUAL MEETING. 

27th July, 1859.

THE members and friends of the Society assembled at the 
Parish Church, Loughborough, where the Rev. Thomas James 
described the edifice in a popular manner. As his remarks will be 
given in a more finished form in a Paper read at the Evening meet 
ing no report of his description as given within the Church is here 
necessary. The bell foundry of Messrs. Taylor was then visited, 
where several ancient bells were shown as being under repair, or 
about being recast. The desirability of preserving a record of the
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inscriptions of all such bells was suggested to Messrs. Taylor, and 
it is hoped they will carry out the recommendation. The

BUSINESS MEETING

was held at three o'clock, M. H. BLOXAM, Esq., in the chair, when 
the Report for the year was read and adopted, and the following 
gentlemen elected members of the Society:—The Rev. Ernest 
Tower, Earl's Shilton ; the Rev. C. Palmer, Owston; the Rev. A. 
Stone, Houghton ; Mr. James Jacques, Birstall; Mr. H. Barber.

Mr. John Gough Nicholls, F.S.A., was elected an Honorary 
Member of the Society.

THE MUSEUM

was in the Corn Exchange. It was small both in the number, 
value, and interest of articles exhibited. The walls were, however, 
well covered with rubbings of ancient monumental brasses, and 
some fine specimens (rubbings) of modern ones were shown in a 
separate room by Messrs. Hardman, of Birmingham.

A PUBLIC MEETING

was, as usual, held in the Corn Exchange in the Evening, John 
Cartwright, Esq., in the Chair.

THE REV. J. M. GRESLEY read a Paper upon the Monumental 
Brasses of Leicestershire. He divided his paper into two parts; 
first, alluding to the Brasses now remaining in the County, and 
then to those which have disappeared. He assigned reasons for 
their comparative rarity in this neighbourhood, and traced the 
causes of their destruction at different periods—at the Dissolution 
of the Monasteries, during the Civil War, and in more modern 
times, in the so-called Restoration of our Churches, and concluded 
his Paper, which it is regretted cannot be reproduced in these Trans 
actions—the manuscript not being accessible—by expressing a 
hope that a better feeling would now be manifested with regard to 
these relics of former ages, whose original purpose was to point out 
where the remains of the dead lay, and to protect them from dese 
cration.
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Votes of thanks to the Readers of Papers and to the Chairman 
terminated the meeting.

THE EXCURSION.
On the following morning a party of members and their friends left 
Loughborough for an excursion through various places in the neigh 
bourhood. The first place inspected was the Church at

DISHLEY,
which was found in a wretchedly neglected condition. Shutters 
to the windows excluded the light. Dilapidation, desolation, dirt, 
and gloom met the eye on every side. At the east end, rest the 
remains of the once famous sheep breeder, Mr. Bakewell, the stone 
over which was with difficulty discovered. Mr. Bloxam pointed 
out the architectural features, among which were the single pointed 
lights of the thirteenth century—a " low side window," a piscina 
and sedilia. He then cited a passage from one of the Homilies, 
referring to the sin of leaving a church to "foul decay," and 
expressed a hope that something would be done to preserve the 
church, in which rested the remains of so noted a man as Mr. 
Bakewell, from destruction.

HATHERN.
ME. BLOXAM remarked that this was a good plain church of the 
fourteenth century, which had replaced one standing when the 
present font (an interesting one rudely sculptured) was first used. 
The number of alabaster slabs illustrated the observations made 
on the previous evening by Mr. Gresley respecting the abundance 
of that material in this district. The Register beginning with the 
reign of Elizabeth, and well kept, was exhibited.

KEGWORTH.
MR. BLOXAM here pointed out on the north side of the church a 
domus inclusus (now used as a vestry) formerly occupied by an 
anchorite. In the chancel a row of figures, in wood, of performers 
on various musical instruments was exhibited. They were 
apparently fifteenth century work, and were taken down from the 
nave roof. A number of encaustic tiles found during the restora 
tion of the church were also shewn. The original door on the 
north side of the church was much admired.

RATCLIFFE-ON-SOAR.
This church was undergoing restoration. The principal objects 
of attraction here were the sumptuous effigies of the Sacheverells. 
The earliest (as Mr. Bloxam explained) is on the north side and 
represents a knight in the military costume of Edward the Fourth 
or Henry the Seventh's reign, though the date on the monument is 
1539—an example of the representation of earlier armour than the 
date implies. In an effigy of the reign of Phillip and Mary a
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peculiar arrangement of the lady's petticoat was pointed out as an 
idea of the artist, not a fashion of the period.

KINGSTON-ON-SOAR.
Here the party was met by Lord Belper, and conducted by him 
into the church, which is a structure of the reign of Henry the 
Eighth, and therefore possessing no merit as a Gothic ecclesiastical 
edifice. The rebus of the Babington family abounds within the 
building—the babe and tun. After inspecting the church his lord 
ship invited the members to visit a field where some extensive 
antiquarian discoveries had recently been made. The result of 
these discoveries were afterwards exhibited to the party at the 
residence of Lord Belper, and were found to consist of various 
cinerary urns of the Anglo-Saxon period in good preservation. 
Fruit, wine, and confectionary were provided for the visitors, and 
the paintings and sculpture within the house, as well as the con 
servatories and the shrubs in the gardens obtained a large share of 
admiration. The visitors left Kingston-on-Soar much gratified with 
the affable and hospitable reception accorded to them by Lord Belper.

SUTTON BONNINGTON AND SUTTON ST. ANN'S 
were next visited. The church at the latter place contains an 
effigy of a knight temp. Edward IV., as the collar of the rose and 
sun round his neck indicates. Mr. Bloxam fully explained all the 
details of the armour.

NORMANTON AND STANFORD.
The church at Stanford consists of nave, aisles and chancel, and 
is well proportioned. The chief object of interest was a remark 
able recumbent effigy in the north aisle, which Mr. Bloxam said, 
is that of a civilian and probably the founder of the church, as it is 
of the same period as that in which the principal portion of the 
church was erected. This figure is represented bareheaded, his 
bauds raised on his breast, with a heart placed in them. He 
appears with the moustache and the beard customarily worn in the 
fourteenth century. He is habited in the tunica botonata or close 
fitting coat, (with close fitting sleeves) buttoned down in front. 
Over this appears the hanging sleeve of the super tunica. He 
has his sword, and in front, on the right side, his analace, knife, or 
dagger, over which is his gypcere or purse. The lower part of the 
effigy is mutilated. It is one of those curious sculptured figures of 
the fourteenth century of the civilian order, which has hitherto 
escaped notice as a class: no two of them are alike.

" Hobgoblin Hall," an old manor house said to be haunted, 
containing some fourteenth century woodwork, and a mantel piece 
of the seventeenth century was visited on the way to COTES, where 
an ancient barn, and the remains of a large edifice were inspected, 
after which the party returned to Loughborough.
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August 29*A, 1859. 

THE REV. ROBERT BUKNABY in the chair.

MK. T. NEVINSON exhibited a silver penny of one of the Henrys, 
an Ashby-de-la-Zouoh token, date 1667, having the George and 
Dragon on the obverse (the name of the issuer could not satis 
factorily be made out, it was probably Houlden); a Roman coin, 
the legend of which could not be deciphered; a farthing of 
George I., dated 1723, and a bronze ornament, in shape like a 
shell, pierced with an irregular and apparently unmeaning pattern, 
with a loop for suspension: all which antiquities were found 
during the demolition of S. John's and Bent's hospital in Leicester.

The REV. J. H. HILL read the following paper on the Stained 
Glass Window lately placed in Lincoln Cathedral to the memory 
of S. Remigius the Founder.

IN the month of November last a very beautiful stained glass 
window was erected in Lincoln Cathedral by Mr. D'Eyncourt, of 
Bayons Manor, to the memory of Remigius, the first bishop and 
founder of that noble pile. It is placed in the Rose window at 
the west end, where the solid work of the ancient cathedral of 
Remigius still remains. The antiquarian correctness of the 
design, as well as the richness and harmony of colour, produces a 
very gratifying effect, and is in perfect keeping with the magni 
ficent building which it adorns. The centre of the window is 
occupied by a figure of the good bishop in his ecclesiastical 
garments, and round it is placed the following appropriate 
inscription:—" In Memoriam Remigii Fundatoris, SS., Carolus 
de Eyncourt de Bayons, A.D. 1858." The consanguinity of 
Remigius and Walter D'Eyncourt, their connection with the 
Conqueror, and the fact that Remigius built the cathedral, are 

B B
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curiously corroborated by a leaden plate which was found at the 
west end of the cathedral in 1760, bearing upon it the following 
inscription :—" Here lyeth William, son of Walter de Eyncourt, 
cousin of Remigius, Bishop of Lincoln, who built this church. 
The aforesaid William was of royal descent, and while receiving 
his education in the court of King William, son of the great King 
William who conquered England, died on the 3rd Kalends of 
November." To the memory of Remigius Mr. D'Eyncourt (as 
the descendant of Baron Walter) has erected this conspicuous 
window, and the munificent donor deserves the best thanks of all 
lovers of stained glass windows for having placed in such a 
position with great taste and judgment so noble a specimen of the 
art—a specimen worthy of the distinguished founder, and one that 
will" ever remind those who frequent this beautiful house of prayer 
of their obligation to Remigius, as well as to the munificent 
benefactor. Remigius de Fescamp, and his relative, Walter de 
Eyncourt, accompanied William the Conqueror to England, and 
were present with him in his wars. William of Winchester says 
that Remigius was formerly a monk of Fescamp, and received 
the bishopric of Dorchester for a vessel and twenty armed men, 
whom he had brought in 1066 to the rendezvous of the Norman 
troops. Remigius and other prelates coming from beyond seas, 
everywhere expelled the monks, who, according to a custom 
peculiar to England, lived upon the domains of the episcopal 
churches, and King William thanked them for this, holding, that 
English monks could only bear him ill will. When, however, the 
Normans got possession of the bishoprics, they disdained to 
inhabit the ancient capitals of their dioceses, which were for the 
most part petty towns, and transferred their residences to places 
better adapted for the luxurious enjoyment of life; and we find 
that at a council holden in London in the year 1078, under 
Lanfrauc, it was decreed that several bishoprics should be removed 
out of villages to considerable towns, and accordingly Sherburn 
was removed to Salisbury, Lichfield to Chester, Selsey to 
Chichester, Wells to Bath, Kirton to Exeter, Elmham to Thetford, 
and from thence to Norwich, and Sidnaceaster to Lincoln. The 
see was removed to Lincoln in 1088, or as stated in the Lincoln 
MS., 1086, and here it was that Remigius de Fescamp bought 
some fields on the top of the hill, near the castle of Lincoln, the 
lofty towers of which commanded the city, and on that elevated 
spot he built a cathedral church, which for strength and beauty 
was both fitting for the service of God, and, as the times required, 
impregnable to hostile attack. Geraldus Cambrensis tells us that 
Remigius founded and rapidly completed his cathedral church on 
the brow of the hill beyond the river Witham in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin. Matthew of Westminster gives the reason why 
good Bishop Remigius removed his see from Dorchester to Lincoln.



AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 359

He states that the Bishop thought it not fitting that the cathedral 
city should be in a small town at one end of the diocese, when 
Lincoln was much superior both in situation and in its buildings; 
thereupon, having bought some land he caused a church to be 
built on the highest part of the city, near the castle, and canons to 
be ordained to the territory. The difficulties, however, attending 
the foundation of Lincoln Cathedral, which was strongly opposed 
by the Archbishop of York, who claimed all Lindsey and Lincoln 
as part of his province, the great cost of land to be purchased 
for the site of the church, with houses around it for the deacons 
and canons, so far delayed the proceedings of Remigius, the good 
bishop, that a't his death, in 1092, the cathedral church was 
unfinished, although so far completed as to be thought fit for 
consecration, which .ceremony was accordingly performed with 
great solemnity after his death by Bloet qua Bishop of Lincoln. 
Henry of Huntingdon, a native of Lincoln and one of the digni 
taries of the Church, says that Remigius 'changed the see of 
Dorchester to Lincoln, " he founded our Church there, endowed 
it with ample possessions, and attached to it men of worth. I 
speak of what I have seen and heard. Him (Remigius) I never 
saw, but I knew all the venerable men to whom he gave appoint 
ments in his new church."—f Letter to Walter.} The historian 
describes Remigius as staturd parvus sed corde magnus: colore 

fuscus, sed operibus venustus: " Of stature small, but great in 
heart: dark in hue, but fair in deeds." H e was a man full of 
energy and intelligence, and was appointed with others by the 
King to make a progress through the counties of England, 
establishing a court of enquiry in each place of any importance. 

W. W. TAIIBY, ESQ., was unanimously elected a member of 
the Society.

October 31st, 1859. 

THE REV. ROBERT BUENABY in the chair.

Two prints were exhibited showing the alterations proposed to 
be effected in the choir of the Cathedral at Lichfield. A Report 
detailing the work already done and what is proposed to be effected 
in the future was also laid before the Meeting.

MR. GODDARD exhibited a photograph of a sculptured memorial 
by Phyffees to the deceased students of S. Augustine's College, 
Canterbury, which is shortly to be placed in the crypt underneath 
the chapel. It represents the preaching of S. Augustine on his
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landing in England, A.D. 596. Also a box with a beautiful enamel 
of King George the Third, when a young man.

MR. WING exhibited a photograph of the three remaining steps 
of a churchyard cross at Stockton, Salop, to the lowest of which, 
on the north side, a projecting stone is attached. It was con 
jectured that this might have served as a footing for a preacher, or 
as a place for penitents or others to leave alms or money upon. 
Another photograph of Astley Abbots Church, showed a modern 
design whereby three bells of good size are hung in a diminutive 
and rural steeple. The two largest ones are placed in cells in the 
oblong part, and the smallest in the square part above. Mr. Wing 
exhibited also a photograph of a very fine half timbered house near 
Astley Abbots, and a tracing of a Shropshire encaustic tile with the 
monograms 2TJ)C and Xyt crowned.

MR. NEALE read the following paper:—

THE medallions .exhibited this morning are of the celebrated old 
Wedgwood pottery, blue and white. On their obverse sides are 
the likenesses probably of Voltaire and Franklin, and on the reverse 
the stamped name of Wedgwood. This last fact is interesting to 
notice as he was the first modern potter who marked his goods with 
his name, borrowing the idea from the ancient Romans. It would 
be out of place here to enter into a description of the manufacture 
itself to any lengthened extent, as the subject is familiar to all; but 
the name of Josiah Wedgwood is too interesting, and his works 
too important to be passed by unnoticed. He was born in Stafford 
shire in 1730, and died at his mansion, Etruria Hall, in 1795. 
Until his time the French stood unrivalled in the manufacture of 
pottery, and first in all the branches of ceramic art. With a 
considerable knowledge of chemistry, he made great improvements 
in the various wares. His celebrated production was the Queen's 
ware, called so because Queen Charlotte admired its beauty and 
honoured it with her favour. The far-famed Etruscan vases 
collected at Naples by Sir William Hamilton was successfully 
imitated by him. The encaustic colours were his own invention, 
and the lost art was once more resuscitated. The town of Etruria, 
and the name of his seat, we may suppose, took their origin from 
this circumstance. We must not omit to name that Wedgwood 
produced the beautiful imitation of the Barberini or Portland vase, 
broken some years since purposely in the British Museum. Many 
copies of this were sold for fifty guineas each. In conclusion, we 
merely add, that his works are now much sought after and fetch 
very high prices at public sales on account of their beauty and 
rarity.

The REV. J. H. HILL exhibited some Roman relics which he had 
picked up at the recently discovered villa at Apethorpe, consisting
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of fragments of pottery, tessarae, a small iron pick, bones, &c. 
Also the autograph diary from 1707 to 1711 of Humphrey Michell, 
rector of Blaston St. Giles, Leicestershire, containing many curious 
particulars respecting trials for witchcraft, and other parochial 
affairs, which Mr. Hill hoped to read at the next Meeting of the 
Society.

MR. JAMES THOMPSON exhibited a small oblong volume entitled 
" England, Wales, Scotland, and Ireland, described and abridged, 
with the Historic and Relation of things worthy memory from a 
farr Larger Volumne, done by John Speed. Anno cum privilegio 
1627. And are to be sold by George Humble, at White Horse, in 
Popes-head Alley." We find mention made in it of the stone 
coffin said to be King Richard the Third's, and of Cardinal Wolsey 
having been buried in a similar one. Cavendish, however, states 
that Wolsey was buried in a wooden coffin, and the coffin supposed 
to be King Richard's is probably of the thirteenth century.

MR. NEVINSON exhibited an apothecary's mortar in bell metal, 
about four inches in height, highly ornamented, and inscribed LOF. 
GODT. VAN. AL. AO. 1642. Also a small silver medal, having on 
the obverse side the head of King Charles the First in high relief, 
and an inscription, and on the reverse the royal arms with the 
garter.

The REV. W. B. MOORE exhibited a small early edition of the 
Book of Common Prayer, 1662, with engravings.

MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited a farthing of Charles I., and 
a silver Stirling, in bad preservation, of the time of Edward I. or 
II., found in Cosby churchyard. .

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a photograph, by Rev. T. 
C. Peake, of an elegant silver chalice, still in use at the church 
of Blaston S. Giles. The base, which is flat, is sexagon, with a 
foliated ornament projecting from each angle. The stem is square, 
with an enriched knob near the top of it. The cup is shallow and 
wide. The oldest representations of chalices upon monumental 
brasses of ecclesiastics are hemispherical, afterwards they were 
made wider, like the present example, and subsequently, in the 
sixteenth century, assumed an elongated form. Also a photograph 
of a very beautiful ivory tablet, of the thirteenth century, in the 
private chapel at Neville Holt. It is divided into four compart 
ments by slender shafts, supporting trefoiled canopies or arcades, 
with pediments above, enriched with crockets. The first compart 
ment has our Lord tied to a pillar and scourged; in the second He 
is carrying His cross, amid the taunts of the rabble, and followed 
by the holy women; in the third is the Annunciation; in the fourth, 
the Nativity.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY also produced a stone instrument 
from Llandudno, near the Great Ormes Head, Conway. In October, 
1849, the miners there accidentally struck into an old copper mine,
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which it is conjectured, from the absence of metal tools, was worked 
previously to the Roman invasion. It contained chisels formed 
from bones, and stone hammers or pounders, varying in weight 
from one pound to fifty. The specimen now exhibited weighs 
lOtbs. 9oz. It is of a hard bluish stone, nine inches long, and is 
ornamented near the top and round the centre by rings of various 
widths encircling it. In the catalogue of the museum of Thomas 
Bateman, Esq., at Youlgrave, p. 26, a description is given of other 
articles from this old mine, of the discovery of which an account 
was published in the Gentleman's Magazine for December, 1849.

MR. THOMPSON read the fpllowing paper upon the remains of

THE CASTLE OF KIRBY MUXLOE.

LEAVING the, town of Leicester by the Hinckley road, a pedestrian 
will walk about two miles before he will reach the gateway con 
ducting through the demesne of J. B. Winstanley, Esq., to 
Brauustone Hall. A few hundred yards further he will notice, on 
the right hand, a stile and gate. This is the commencement of 
the foot road to Kirby' Muxloe. Passing over the field, the pedes 
trian will find the path continues over the Leicester and Burton 
Railway, and beyond there, over five fields to Braunstone Frith— 
a substantial farmhouse built of brick. Here the footpath deviates 
a little to the left, to clear the house and buildings, and then it 
runs on again behind the house, either along a lane, or over a field 
by the side of the lane.

So far, and for two fields further, there is nothing in the way to 
attract the notice of the lover of pleasing scenery. The view is 
circumscribed by hedges and low meadows. But in the third field 
beyond the lane last mentioned, Kirby Frith comes in sight, and 
glimpses of the house, hidden among trees, are obtained. A 
few paces further, and on the right hand, in the distance, the 
Leicestershire hills are seen between the boughs and trunks of the 
trees; Old John, the hunch of Bardon, Markfield, and the CliflF. 
show themselves; Markfield especially rising sheer up above the 
level horizon somewhat higher than any of its neighbours.

Hereabouts, the footpath turns abruptly to the right, and when 
another field or two have been crossed, the pedestrian sees the red- 
tiled roof of Kirby school-house, recently erected—a conspicuous 
object from its colour and its position. A few minutes' more 
walking brings you to the village.

The Castle is here the object which the pedestrian will of course 
make the exclusive aim of his visit. Applying at the house near 
the ruins he will be obligingly furnished with the key, which will 
give admission to the courtyard within the moated area.
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standing near to our town, and in our county, is to serve as a 
speaking memorial of social progress, and an eloquent and 
expressive contrast to our now orderly and peaceful age, in which 
the city needs no walls.and the country mansion neither fosse nor 
drawbridge; and therefore is the ivy-mantled ruin, with its 
desolate chambers and its silent courtyard—though no _ longer 
resonant with the din of armed men or the merry mirth of the 
hawking party—worthy the tutelary protection of its owners and 
the watchful regards of this society.

December 26th, 1859. 

THE REV. ROBERT BURNABY in the chair.

A communication from the Secretary of the Lincolnshire 
Architectural Society respecting the present state of Croyland 
Abbey, together with Mr. G. G. Scott's report was read.

MR. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited a large coloured drawing of a 
figure in painted glass, in the east window of the north chapel in 
Stockerston church. Nichols gives an account of the painted 
glass in this church, as described by Mr. Smith in 1747, much of 
which had disappeared when he published his history of Gartree 
Hundred in 1798. Nichols 'concludes by saying, "from this 
inadequate description of the fragments which still exist, and from 
the specimen of them given by Mr. Basire in plate cxxiii., some 
i'dea may be formed of the excellence of the whole when perfect; 
and we have only to lament that from the obscurity of their 
situation in a remote village, they have been so ill preserved" 
(page 822). In 1851, it was stated that "during the incumbency 
of the late rector, who resided at another living some distance from 
Stockerston, much of the stained glass was taken away or broken 
by glaziers who came from time to time to mend the windows; 
and as there was no person on the spot to prevent it, much mischief 
was done to the stained glass, and in fact to the whole church." 
The figure exhibited by Mr. Bellairs was S. Clement, with tiara on 
his head and a crozier in his right hand, from the wrist of which 
is suspended a large anchor. He is habited in a chasuble and 
other sacerdotal vestments. In Ttte Calendar of the Anglican 
Church Illustrated, the following account of him is given:— 
"November 23. S. Cleinent I., third Bishop of Rome, A.D. 100. 
He is generally believed to have been a Jew by birth, and was 
certainly the companion and fellow-labourer of S. Paul, being 
mentioned by him in his Epistle to the Fhilippians, ch. iv., v. 3,
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where he styles him his fellow-worker, and ranks him with those 
whose names are written in the book of life. He was ordained 
Bishop by S. Peter, and afterwards succeeded to the See of Rome, 
in the year 91, being thus third Bishop from S. Peter. He reigned 
nine years, and was the author of one certainly, and probably two 
very excellent epistles, the first of which was so much esteemed 
by the primitive Christians, that for some time it was read in the 
churches. He was condemned for the sake of his religion to hew 
stones in the mines. Eusebius says he died in the third year of 
Tragan, about A.D. 100; others style him a martyr. His legend 
relates that he was cast into the sea with an anchor about his neck, 
and that on the first anniversary of his death the sea retired from 
the place where he suffered, though three miles from the shore, and 
discovered a superb temple of the finest marble, which contained 
the body of the Saint. The sea withdrew in this way for several 
years, for seven days in succession. In allusion to this circum 
stance, the device of an anchor may be seen in various parts of 
the church S. Clement Danes, London, and on the boundary marks 
of the parish. Plot, in his history of Staffordshire, p. 430, de 
scribing the Clog Almanack, says a pot marked against the 23rd of 
November, for the feast of S. Clement, from the ancient custom of 
going about on that night to beg drink to make merry with. He 
is sometimes, though not often, represented as a Pope, with the 
tiara and cross. He generally has an anchor either beside him, 
in his hand, or suspended from his neck. His martyrdom is 
represented in Le Clerc's Almanack, but as we have no well 
authenticated account of the manner of the death of S. Clement, 
the anchor is by some supposed to be allegorical of his being 
commissioned by S. Peter to guide and control the ship of the 
church, or of his constancy and faith. He is sometimes represented 
with a fountain near him, which sprang up in answer to his prayers 
in a desert place among the mines, where he and his fellow-labourers 
were suffering from much thirst. We have forty-seven churches in 
England named after him alone, and one in .conjunction with S. 
Mary." Mr. Bellairs also exhibited drawings of some ornamented 
glass quarries in the Church at Goadby Marwood.

MR. GRESLEY exhibited a copy of Burton's Description of 
Leicestershire (1622), from the library of S. P. Wolferstan, Esq., 
of Statfold, Staffordshire, formerly the property of "Franc Burdet," 
second baronet of that family, of Foremark, Derbyshire, whose 
MS. notes and references are numerous throughout the volume, 
but who, as remarked by the late S. P. Wolferstan, Esq., was "no 
great adept." A subsequent writer has added a few observations, 
with the date 1636 to one of them. Afterwards this volume came into 
the library at Thorpe Constantine, Staffordshire, where it appears to 
have had a few other very neatly written notes added (given below), 
respecting which the owner of the library shortly afterwards has
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written under Gracedieu. " This story and some other remarks, 
as in Garendon, Shepeshed, and Belton, were writ, I believe, by a 
writing master who lived at Shepeshed, and disobliged by Sir 
Ambrose; but whether with truth related or no, I know not. He 
was a drunken, idle fellow, his name Yarrow, who I fancy might 
write them when he taught to write at Thorpe. Wm. Inge." Mr. 
Wolferstan has added, "the explanation of this matter seems given 
by Yarwood himself in p. 89," under Dishley. The register of Dish- 
ley chapel, now in the custody of Mr. Phillipps, of Garendon, might 
throw some light upon the subject. The following are Yarwood's 
notes. The words between brackets are Burton's text.

DISHLEY GRANGE.—[This Church] Yarwood's burying place 
[is now become a donative, and is in the grant of the Earle of 
Rutland], now, A D. 1699, ye grant of Sr Ambrose Phillipps of 
Garenton,—p. 89.

GRENDON.—[Is now the inheritance of the right Honourable 
Francis Earle of Rutland.] Since it came to Geo. Villiers Duke 
of Buckingham, who married ye sd Ld Francis's daughter, and ye 
sd Duke sold it to Sr Ambrose Phillipps, Kt., who now enjoys it, 
and at a vast charge diged up ye foundation of ye great church, 
threw the Abbott's bones into ditches, and the stone coffins was 
sold to make horse troughs on. An.D. 1.6.9.5,—p. 113.

GRACEDIEU.—The church was standing till the year of our Lord 
1696. The Monastery being purchased by Sr Ambrose Phillipps, 
he pulled down the church, but hath not yet diged up the foundation, 
nor sold ye coffins, as his digers did at Garrington.—A Notable 
Relation. One Judge Beaumont, living at Gracedieu, two men 
came before him for justice, and one of the men praid that the 
ground might open and he might sink, if what he attested in his 
own case was not true; and the ground immediately 
but the judge, by poynting with his finger, ordered them to go ost 
(out ?) and it closed again; and that place will now sound being struck 
on, as Rob. Beaumont, of Barrow on Trent, Esq., who marryed 
one of Sr Thomas Beaumont's coheirs, and had his pt. of ye 
estate, affirmeth. See page the 42 in Belton Bromley,—p. 119.

GRACEDIEU.—[John Beaumont, son of John Beaumont of 
Gracedieu, 1622, and Elizabeth, daughter of John Fortescue.] 
It's reported by old men that knew him, that he did leap sixteen 
foot at one leap, and would commonly at a stand leap jump over 
a high long table in the hall, and light on the settle beyond the 
table, and raise himselfe straight up,—p. 121.

GROBY.—1699. It is now ye land of Tho. Earle of Stamford: 
he hath a fish pond here a mile about,—p. 122.

HATHERNE.—The now patron is Sr Ambrose Phillipps, Knight. 
Mr. Glen, Rector,—p. 129.

KNIGHTHORPE.—In the late Warr it was the inheritence of one
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Symon Ridgley, and here John Yarwood the chymist, was born, 
March 29th, 1643. It is now the possession of John Wilson, Esq., 
1699,—p. 155.

SAPCOTE.—Leonard Lowe, Rector, 1699,—p. 240.
SHKPESHEAD.—Quinsey, Earl of Winchester, had a Castle here. 

The heir of Sr John Beaumont was Sr Tho. Beaumont, and the 
patronage of the Church came to Rob. Beaumont, who married 
one of the Coheirs of Sr Tho. Beaumont, and hath sold it to Sr 
Ambrose Phillips, who is now Patron, 1699,—p. 250

THORPE-HANKER.—[Sir Thomas Leuknor, Knight, in 31 of 
Henry the sixt was seized of certaine lands heere,] as Yarwoods 
also was: there were three or four families of them in that small 
town, which is in the parish of Dixley,—p. 286.

WHATTON.—Will. Robinson, Rectr,—p. 302.
Loose in the volume is a letter to Burton from his publisher, 

•who is described on the engraved title page as "John White at the 
holy lambe in litle Brittaine near vnto Aldersgate Street." It helps 
us to account for the numerous typographical and other errors in 
the first edition of the History, of which Burton, in his valediction 
to the reader of the second edition, which he had prepared in 1631, 
says,—

" This work was first begun in 1597, not many years after my 
coming to the Inner Temple, not with an intendment that ever it 
should have come to public view, but for my own private use, which, 
after it had slept a long time, was on a sudden raised out of the 
dust, and by force of an higher power, [George, Marquis of Bucking 
ham,] drawn to the press, having scarcely an allowance of time for 
the furbishing and putting on a mantle."—Nichols, East Goscote 
Hundred, p. xx.

The following is a copy of White's letter,— 
•" Sr,—I have often sent unto you, but of late receaved noe 

letter, nor worde from you, wch makes mee the more to marvayle, 
consideringe how earnestly I have written unto you, and wth all 
how earnest you was wth me to finish your booke, wch is now done, 
and all thinges are ready, though not wth out more charges than 
might otherwise have binne done had I not thought you would have 
made more hast upp. Wherfore I pray you that you will now come 
upp, and not suffer mee to lye thus in suspence, for you are both a 
hinderance to mee & your selfe: for if any bookes come to bee 
dispersed you may thanke }r our selfe for it, though I have used 
the best meanes I could to the contrary.

" Now therfore I pray you, all other occasions layd aside, fayle 
not to come upp: otherwise if you neither come nor send, I shall 
thinke you neglect it over much, and it beinge done I must make 
somethinge of my bookes towards my charges. I had thought you 
would never have neglected it soe much. Sr, I have forborne to 
send you the sheetes of your booke, doubtinge whether they have
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formerly miscarryed, and therfore at your comeinge upp you shall 
receave them heare. For the table you promissed 1 should not 
staye for it, but if I had stayed for you I thinke I might have stayed 
to loose this tearme. Therfore, good sir, as I have binne carefull 
for you to hasten (at your request), soe bee you now as mindfull 
of yourselfe and mee, as this occation requires, for it concernes 
your selfe as well as mee. Thus expectinge noe answer bvt your 
owne presence wth present expedition, I rest this xxiiiith of October, 
1622.

"Your worps. to Comand,
"JOHN WHITE." 

Indorsed,—
To the worll. and my verye good

Freind Mr. William Burton,
Esquire, at Falde, neare Tut-
bury in Staffbrdsheire, these
bee add[ressed.] 

I pray deliver this Letter with
all speed, for it requireth great
hast, & concernes Mr. Burton
very much, fayle not.

This letter seems to have had the desired effect. Burton's 
address "to the reader," prefixed to his history, is dated from 
Falde, October 30th, 1622. The blank parts of the sheet have 
been nearly covered with genealogical memoranda of Leicester 
shire families, in Burton's handwriting, I think, judging from the 
examples of it in Nichols1 Sparkenhoe Hundred, p. cix.

THE REV. J. H. HILL read a continuation of extracts from the 
Diary of the Rev. Humphrey Michel, which are here given annexed 
to some extracts read by him on a previous occasion.

DIARY OF THE REV. HUMPHREY MICHEL,

RECTOS or BLASTON AND VICAB OF HOBNINGHOI/D, 1675-1722.

ME. HUMPHREY MICHEL, the author of the following diary, was 
presented to the rectory of Blaston by Mr. William Goodman, 
patron thereof, A.D. 1675; and upon the nomination of Sir Edward 
Hungerford, Bart., he was inducted to the vicarage of Horninghold, 
A.D. 1676, which preferments he retained to his death, in the year 
1722. This extraordinary and eccentric character was twice married; 
first to Frances, daughter of Everard Goodman, and grand-daughter 
of Sir Thomas Burton, of Stockerston, Bart., and secondly, to Mrs. 
Elizabeth Stretton. He published the following sermons: the first 
entitled " Duplex in Carolicidas Querela, or the innocent Blood
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27th February, 1860. 

ME. THOMAS NEVINSON in the chair.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited five iron arrow heads, pur 
chased at Salisbury about twenty years ago, and said to have been 
then recently found in the moat at Clarendon, Wiltshire. Four of 
them are barbed, and the other forked. One of the latter descrip 
tion was found some years ago at the Bird's Nest, about two miles 
from Leicester, near the road to Ashby-de-la-Zouch, and is now in 
the collection of M. H. Bloxam, Esq. During the sewerage works 
lately effected in Salisbury several arrow heads were discovered, 
which are engraved and described in the Arckaologia, vol. xxxiv. 
They are now objects of uncommon occurrence, although the bow 
and arrow was once a weapon of universal use in England.

MB. GRESLEY also exhibited two powder flasks from the 
armoury at Alton Towers. They are probably of German manu 
facture, and of about the date 1600. One of them is of horn, and 
has incised upon it a man with a shield and a knife or sword, 
prepared to repel the assault of a wild beast which is rushing 
towards him. A flask very similarly ornamented is in the Meyrick 
Collection (see Skelton's Engraved Illustrations, &c., pi. cxxiv., 
fig. 6). The other is of wood, carved on one side with arabesque 
work, and the other inlaid with ivory, representing a sportsman 
•with his dog, shooting a deer under a tree. Other inlaid portions 
of ivory have arabesque ornaments, birds, a house with a woman 
drawing water from a well, and a nude figure stabbing herself with 
a sword.

The REV. J. H. HILL exhibited a pedigree (copied over) of 
Sir William Burton, of Stockerstone, drawn up by one of his 
descendants, the Rev. Humphrey Michell, rector of Blastou St.
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Giles, about 1711. The Greens of Rolleston, are also descendants 
of Sir William.

MR. HILL also exhibited tracings of portions of the stained 
glass remaining in Stockerstone Church. It will be remembered 
that a coloured drawing of a very fine figure of S. Clement was 
exhibited by Mr. Bellairs, at the December meeting of the Society. 
S. Christopher occupies another compartment; upon his shoulders 
he carries our Lord as a child with a globe in his hand, and wades 
through water supported by a staff, as recorded in his legend. 
There is also a good head of our Lord with uplifted hands. A* 
female kneeling before a book on a faldstool, has on her mantle 
the arms of Boyville and Murdac, impaling Southill: scrolls near 
her are inscribed " God be gude." In another compartment kneel 
Thomas Restwold, Esquire, and Margaret his wife. The head 
dress of these ladies, known as the butterfly head dress, consisting 
of a caul, from which large gauze or linen veils project behind, 
held out by means of wire, shows them to be of the latter part of 
the 15th century.

MR. GODDARD exhibited an early translation of Thomas a 
Kempis, and a small Bible with silver corners and clasps, printed 
at Cambridge by J. Field, 1653. Oliver Cromwell is said to have 
distributed these small but well printed editions of the Holy 
Scriptures among his soldiers; and during the Crimean war, 
Bibles about the same size, accompanied by the Book of Common 
Prayer, were provided by authority for the English soldiers.

MR. G. H. NEVINSON exhibited a number of Roman coins, 
among which were some third brass of Gallienus and Tetricus 
found near Ashby-de-la-Zouch.

The CHAIRMAN exhibited a marble tablet of the Adoration of 
the Magi, of good design and execution. Portions of it had 
originally been gilded.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY further exhibited an impression of 
the monumental brass at Castle Donington of Robert Staunton, 
Esq., and Agnes his wife. She died on the 18th of July, 1458, 
and the monument was then executed, spaces being left in the 
fillet of brass which has the inscription, for the subsequent insertion 
of the day and year of her husband's death, which, however, was 
never completed. This is by far the finest brass remaining in the 
county, excepting perhaps one of an ecclesiastic at Bottesford. 
Robert and Agnes Staunton are represented under canopies of 
remarkable richness, the pinnacles of the sides and centre of which 
are unfortunately gone, as are also four shields of arms which were 
placed between them and the finials of the canopies. The first 
five words at the commencement of the inscription are also lost, 
and the first word of the year. He is clad in plate armour; a 
mentoniere or gorget protects his throat, pauldrons his shoulders, 
and coudieres of immense size his elbows; his gauntlets are com-
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posed of overlapping plates not divided into fingers, and have large 
cuffs. His body is protected by a breastplate, to which is attached 
a skirt of taces, or overlapping plates, from the lowest of which are 
fastened by straps two pointed tuilles with a baguette of mail 
between them. Cuisses protect the thighs, genoulieres the knees, 
jambs the lower part of the legs, and pointed soilerets the feet, 
which rest upon a greyhound. A large sword is suspended on his 
left side by a belt which hangs diagonally from his right hip, 
where the hilt of his dagger may be seen in its scabbard. His 
spurs are of seven rowels, with long neck and curved arms. Upon 
his head he wears a vizored salade, having the vizor raised to 
show the face. Respecting this kind of helmet Mr. Bloxam 
remarks that " it made its appearance in the reign of Henry VI., 
to which period it seems to have been almost entirely confined." 
It derived its name from " schale, a shell or saucer, being a skull 
cap with a rim or edge projecting much behind, and to it a move- 
able vizor was sometimes affixed. It is but rarely that we find it 
on sepulchral monuments." ( Glimpse at the Monumental Archi 
tecture, &c., p. 191.) Shakespere, who observed everything, 
mentions this helmet in his King Henry VI., Act iv., sc. 10. Jack 
Cade, deserted by his capricious comrades the people, betakes 
himself to his heels, and finding his way into the garden of 
Alexander Iden, an esquire of Kent, thus soliloquizes:—

"Fye on ambition ! fye on myself; that have a sword and yet 
am ready to famish ! These five days have I hid me in this wood ; 
and durst not peep out, for all the couutry is lay'd for me; but 
now I am so hungry, that if I might have a lease of my life for a 
thousand years, I could stay no longer. Wherefore, on a brick 
wall have I climbed into this garden; to see if I can eat grass, or 
pick a sallet another while, which is not amiss to cool a man's 
stomach this hot weather. And, I think, this word sallet was born 
to do me good: for, many a time, but for a sallet my brainpan 
had been cleft with a brown bill; and, many a time, when I have 
been dry, and bravely marching, it hath served me instead of a 
quart pot to drink in; and now the word sallet must serve me to 
feed on."

Agnes Staunton wears a supertunic, the sleeves of which are 
loose, but not hanging down as was the fashion earlier in this 
century. The collar of it is open, and shows a cross suspended 
from a chain round her neck. The waist is very short, and has 
an embroidered cincture. The sleeves of a kirtle or under dress 
appear at her wrists. Her head-dress is mitred, or rather heart- 
shaped. The hair is enclosed in a caul richly ornamented, over 
which is thrown a coverchef, dependent behind. Three daughters 
stand at her feet; with the exception of their not having the cover- 
chef and the chain and cross, their dresses are similar to that of 
their mother. A small dog, with a collar with bells, is here added
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to the family group. Four sons stand by their father; they wear 
tunics, and their hair is cropped short. These seven figures are 
of diminutive size. From the mouths of Robert and Agnes 
Staunton inscriptions proceeded. His is now gone but hers 
remains. It is in Latin, from the sixty-seventh Psalm, " Let the 
light of thy countenance shine upon us, and be merciful unto us."

Burton, in his description of Leicestershire (1622), p. 89, says 
of Castle Donington: "In the 24 of Henry the sixt, one Robert 
Staunton was seized of certaine lands heere :" and speaking of 
the church, he has the following paragraph, p. 90: " In the south 
east window. The picture of a Knight in armour, on whose sur- 
coate varry Arg. and Sable Slaunton, and his wife kneeling 
opposite to him, on whose upper vestiments the same varry Arg. 
and sable. On the inner garment before, Azure seme de Fleurs 
de liz : a Lion rampant queue fursh, Arg. nere to which window 
standeth a fair Marble Tombe, whereon is grauen these two Coates, 
and many others heere taken away and broken, the Crest to one 
remaining, viz. A CocKs head betweene two wings, (which I take 
to bee the Crest to Siaunton his Coate,) with this inscription: 
Hie iacet Robertus Staunton Jilius Thoma Staunton Armig. 8f 
Agnes vxor pr&dicti Roberti qua obijt 18 J-ulij 1458. fy dictus 
Robertus obijt 14. quorum animabus misereatur Deus, Amen? 
From this description of the window and monument in the chantry 
chapel at the east end of the south aisle of Castle Donington 
Church, we are able to identify the esquire represented by the 
brass, and the names of two of his daughters: and to make some 
additions to the latter part of the pedigree of Staunton of Stauuton 
Harrold, in Nichols' Leicestershire, West Gosoote Hundred, p. 
704:—

Sir William de Staunton, knt., 1330, had three sons:—1st, 
John de Staunton, living 1395, great grandfather of Margaret 
Staunton, daughter and heir of John de Staunton, who married 
Ralph Shirley, Esq., in 1423:—2nd, Thomas de Staunton, of 
Castle Donington, living in 1395, father of Robert Staunton, Esq., 
1452, which Robert was still living at the time of the decease of 
his wife Agnes, daughter of ....... who died 18th of
July, 1458, and was buried at Castle Donington, as recorded on 
their monumental brass, which shows them to have had four sons 
and three daughters, of whom Elizabeth married William Haselrige 
of Noseley, and Katherine married John Turville of Thurleston:— 
3rd, Harold de Staunton, living 1395.

There are good wood engravings of this brass in Boutell's 
Monumental Brasses of England, and a short notice of it at page 
40 of that work.
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April 30th, 1860. 

THE REV. W. B. MOORE in the chair.

MR. WING exhibited prints of S. Nicholas College, Lancing, 
now in the course of erection by Messrs. Carpenter and Slater, 
and of Kilmore Cathedral. Also a drawing of an early English 
pulpit by Mr. Street.

MR. WARD exhibited a half groat of the debased silver of 
Henry VIII., minted at York, and found in a garden at Melton 
Mowbray.

MR. NEALE exhibited a figure in alabaster of S. George spear 
ing the dragon, which may have formed part of a chimneypiece 
of the sixteenth or seventeenth centuries.

The CHAIRMAN exhibited a volume of Ecclesiastical Articles, 
Injunctions, Services, &c.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited two compartments, each 
about seventeen inches in diameter, of a medallion window of the 
end of the thirteenth century, obtained last summer by Sir Thomas 
Gresley, at Nurembergh. One of them represents the Resurrection 
of our Lord He has put aside the lid of the tomb, which is ruby 
with three trefoil ornaments in blue, and is stepping out of it, 
with His right hand uplifted in benediction, and His left holding a 
cross, from which hangs a singular pennon, the lower half of which 
is divided, as usual, into three streamers, supposed to be emblematic 
of the Holy Trinity. Around His head is a nimbus. His dress 
is of ruby, green, and yellow. The two soldiers wear hawberks of 
ring or banded mail covering the body, arms, and hands. Coifs 
or hoods of mail cover their heads. At the back of the head and 
below the chin may be seen a loose portion of the hawberk, which 
could be drawn up over the lower part of the face, and fixed by a 
strap which encircled the forehead. Silken surcoats, ruby and 
yellow, without sleeves, are worn over the hawberk. Such was 
the armour worn in England during the reign of King Henry III. 
The other medallion appears to represent the treacherous murder 
of Amasa by Joab, as recorded 2nd Sam. xx., 8-10. The figures 
are not in armour. Joab's head is uncovered. His dress is of 
blue, with an ornamented yellow border round the neck; and in 
his right hand he holds a short strong dagger. His left arm 
appears to be laid upon Amasa's shoulders. Amasa wears a yellow 
cap, turned up with fur. The sleeves of his under vest are of ruby, 
over which he wears a long loose yellow cloak, with a kind of cape. 
The legs of both figures have hosen, those of Joab's being white, 
and Amasa's green. The ruby'which forms the ground of this 
medallion is remarkably rich. These medallions exhibit a con 
siderable advance in the art of painting on glass beyond those of
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the early part of the thirteenth century. The proportions of the 
figures are better preserved, and the draperies are treated in a 
broader, more easy, and natural style. An easy and graceful 
attitude is given to standing figures, by slightly swaying the body 
backwards, and resting its weight on one leg, somewhat after the 
manner of the antique. This position was often exaggerated to 
an absurd degree. The heads of this period are more delicate 
and refined than previously, but do not lose any of their force or 
vigour of character. The features continue to be strongly outlined, 
and a varied and natural expression is imparted to the eye and 
eyebrow. No attempt is made to distinguish the iris of the eye 
from the pupil, the whole being represented by one black dot 
The hair and beard are generally drawn in flowing locks, boldly 
expressed by the varying thickness of the outline.—See Winston's 
Ancient Glass Painting. Another piece of glass from Dresden 
has the date 1601, and representations of several saints. One 
with the name of S. IACOB on it '(the brother of John, "slain 
with the sword") is remarkable as containing an old painting of 
the ancient instrument of'decapitation, which subsequently obtained 
the name of guillotine, from its having been proposed to the 
National Assembly of France for adoption, early in the Revolution, 
by M. Guillotine, of Lyons, a physician. Randle Holme, in his 
Academy of Armory, printed in 1688, describes a coat of arms 
thus:—" He beareth gules, a heading-block fixed between two 
supporters, with an axe placed therein; on the sinister side a 
maule, all proper.'1 '' He continues: "This was the Jews' and 
Romans' way of beheading offenders, as some write, though others 
say they used to cut off the heads of such with a sharp two-handled 
sword: however, this way of decollation was by laying the head 
of the malefactor on the block, and then setting the axe upon it, 
which lay in a rigget in the two side posts or supporters; the 
executioner with the violence of a blow on the head of the axe, 
with his heavy maul, forced it through the man's neck into the 
block. I have seen the draught of the like heading instrument, 
where the weighty axe, (made heavy for that purpose,) was raised 
up and fell down in such a riggetted frame, which being suddenly 
let to fall, the weight of it was sufficient to cut off a man's head at 
one blow." Holme perhaps speaks of a guillotine formerly used 
at Halifax, and described in the third book, chapter vi., of Hol- 
inshed's Historic of England, published in 1577, as follows:— 
" There is and hath ben of ancient tyme a law or rather a custome 
at Halifax, that whosoever doth commit any fellony, and is taken with 
the same, or confesse the facte upon examination, yf it by valued by 
fower counstables to amount to the somme of thirteene pence halfe 
peny, he is forthwith beheaded upon the next market day (which 
fall usually uppon the tuesdayes, thursdayes, and saterdayes), or else 
upon the same day that he is so convicted, yf market be the.n
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helden. The engine wherewith the execution is done, is a square 
blocke of wood of the length of foure foote and a halfe, which 
doeth ryde up and downe in a slot, rabet, or regall, betweene twoo 
peeces of timber, that are framed and set upright of five yards in 
height. In the neather ende of the slyding blocke is an Axe keyed 
or fastened wyth Iron into the wood, which being drawne up to the 
top of the frame is there fastened with a woodden pinne, (the one 
ende set on a peece of woode, which goeth crosse over the two 
rabets, and the other ende being let into the blocke, holding the 
Axe, with a notche made into the same after the maner of a 
Sampson's post,) unto the middest of which pinne there is a long 
rope fastened, that commeth downe among the people; so that 
when the offendour hath made his confession, and hath layde his 
neck over the neathermost blocke, every man there present doth 
eyther take hold of the rope, (or putteth foorth his arme so neere 
to the same as he can get, in token that he is willing to see true 
iustice executed,) and pulling out the pinne in this manner, the 
head blocke wherin the axe is fastened doth fall downe wyth 
such a violence that yf the necke of the transgressour were so 
bigge as that of a bull, it should be cut in sunder at a strocke, and 
roll from the bodie by a huge distance. If it be so that the offen 
dour be apprehended for an oxe, or oxen, sheepe, kine, horse, or 
any such cattell, the selfe beast, or other of the same kinde, have 
the ende of the rope tyed somewhere unto them, so that they 
drawe out the pin whereby the offendour is executed. And thus 
much of Halifax law, which I set down onely to shew the ciistome 
of that country in this behalfe."

At page 49 of Holinshed's Historic of Ireland, 1577, is a 
print of a decollation by means of such an engine, placed upon a 
scaffold. The cutting steel is suspended within grooves from the 
middle of a beam across the top, and the executioner is reaching 
to cut the cord which holds it with a knife, or is knocking it off a 
peg or button. The fall of the axe is about two feet and a half. 
This woodcut is used again in -vol. ii., page 654.

Evelyn, in his Diary when at Rome, 6 May, 1645, says: " At 
executions I saw one, a gentleman, hanged in his cloak and hat 
for murder. They struck the malefactor with a club that first 
stunn'd him, and then cut his throat. At Naples they use a frame, 
like ours at Halifax."

There is a print of the " Halifax Gibbet" in Hone's Every 
Day Book, i., 147, from an old map of Yorkshire. The axe 
appears to fall as much as ten feet. It was last used in April, 
1650.

The guillotine in the glass now exhibited does not appear to be 
so high as the soldiers who stand by it. S. James kneels, and 
places his neck upon the block. The executioner is setting the 
axe at liberty with his left hand.
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of the world, as an object of worship, would be nothing; much 
less is a material representation of it an invitation to idolatrous 
honour. An inspired apostle contemplated in the figure of the 
cross, presented by his imagination, the great fact on which all 
his hopes were founded; and if benefit were experienced from a 
judicious employment of this heart-stirring symbol, could reason, 
it might he said, forbid the use of that which is most helpful in 
suggesting the principles in which alone we are taught to glory ? On 
the other hand strong repugnance to the erection of these crosses 
would be felt by some on the supposed ground of inconsistency: it 
would be viewed by them as a return to Medievalism, and would 
be identified with a recent movement which they deplore as having 
been accompanied with more defection to Rome in a few years 
than open emissaries could have effected in centuries. Neither 
are they few in number, nor unworthy of consideration, who enter 
tain these feelings: they are perhaps the majority of the nation ; 
their sentiments are not formed inconsiderately, and they are 
strenuously acted upon from a principle of loyalty to the Church 
of England. In existing circumstances, therefore, we must dis 
claim the advocacy of the erection of churchyard crosses. It must 
be extensively a scandal, and, however proper, if greater unity 
prevailed, we submit that now, at least, it is not expedient.

A letter was read from the Secretary of the Northamptonshire 
Architectural Society inviting members to join their meeting at 
Worksop on the 7th and 8th of June.

The meeting concluded with a vote of thanks to the chairman.

June 25lh, 1860. 

The REV. G. E. GILLETT in the chair.

ME. GODDARD exhibited a watercolour drawing of the interior 
of the Round Church, Cambridge, by the late Mr. Pugin, previously 
to its restoration by the Cambridge Camden Society, and another 
of the Colonnade under the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
by Westall: also two circular fibula;, a pair of shears about ten 
inches in length, and two flat circular pieces of stone or slate, of 
about two inches in diameter, being Roman antiquities discovered 
in Leicester: also an oval piece of brick, with the Crucifixion in 
relief upon it, which he picked up among some rubbish dug out at 
Brixworth Church, Northamptonshire. Mr. Goddard also produced 
some Chinese curiosities, brought to England by Mr. R. Cotton, of
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Leicester, on the medical staff, who was present at the taking of 
Canton on the 27th and 28th of October, 1856. Of these a long 
silver hair-pin was much admired for the beauty of its form and 
ornamentation, and a lock for its ingenuity. 'Mr. Goddard re 
marked that the art of making porcelain in its excellency was now 
lost among the Chinese, and that there was in fact at the present 
moment more valuable old Chinese porcelain in Europe, perhaps 
in England, than could be found in the Celestial Empire itself.

The REV. G. E. GILLETT exhibited a shilling of King James 
the Sixth of Scotland; and a sixpence of Queen Elizabeth, found 
at Waltham on the Wolds, mint mark a crown.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a copy of a portrait of 
ArchbishopLaud, inserted in the register of South Kilworth, Lei 
cestershire, given him by the ROT. A. Pownall, rector of that parish. 
Mr. Pownall says that it is an exceedingly clever drawing, 
apparently in crayons and Indian ink. Over it is written in an 
old hand," Willmus Laud, 1638. Vandyke del." Mr. Pownall 
has, however, discovered that it was drawn about sixty years ago 
by Dr. Griffith, some time Master of University College, Oxford, 
and cousin to the Rev. Charles Chambers, then Rector of South 
Kilworth, Dr. Griffith was somewhat noted as a draughtsman; 
and over the Altar in the Chapel of his College is a singu 
larly curious copy by him of the Salvator Mundi, by Carlo Dolci, 
burnt in wood. The drawing does not much resemble the ordinary 
prints of the Archbishop, the face being here more elongated; and 
he wears merely a skull-cap, whereas the Archbishop is usually 
represented with a square one. His name written over it appears 
to be a magnified copy of Laud's autograph signature.

Mr. G. C. BELLAIRS exhibited several old coins, and read as 
follows respecting them from a letter from the Rev. J. Sankey, of 
Stoney Stanton:—" I see from the reports which appear from time 
to time in the Leicester Journal that various articles of antiquarian 
interest are exhibited at'the meetings. It has occurred tome, 
more than once, to offer you for such purpose several things which 
you may, perhaps, think worth while to bring before the meeting. 
Inclosed is a coin of Sabina, wife of Hadrian (found near Soar 
Mill), which I suppose is not very common: at least out of ] 144 
Roman coins found at Richborough some years ago, there was 
only one of Hadriana Augusta (Wright's The Celt, the Roman, 
and the Saxon, p. 371). I inclose also a medal of the celebrated 
John Lilburne, struck after his trial, on which he gives the name of 
the jury, who, he says,' are judges of law as of fact.' Also a medal 
on the failure of Admiral Vernon's expedition against Carthagena, 
sarcastically terming Vernon ' Brave Admiral,' &c. I send also a 
small coin, of which I have forgotten what a friend told me some 
years ago. [A penny of King Eadgar, sole monarch of England 
from 959 to 975, whose coinage was very extensive. The legend
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is E ADQAR Rix: reverse, IERGER MO (netarius), the letters R being 
here turned upside down. The name of this moneyer does not 
occur in Ruding's list. Annals of the Coinage, Sac., vol. 1, p. 132.] 
I have also one or two books, which at some time or other you may 
think worthy of inspection, e.g. a MS., 1343." The Secretary also 
exhibited a medal of Home Tooke, the inscription upon which was 
partly the same as upon that of Lilbourne.

MR. JACQDES exhibited a small casket of brass, of Venetian 
workmanship, with the words MICHEL MAN upon it. The surface 
was divided into compartments, each of them having an engraving 
of a male or female figure in the dress of the early part of the 
seventeenth century. The ingenious works of the lock covered 
the under side of the lid, and the key-hole was artfully concealed.

The CHAIRMAN said that he thought it might be of interest to 
the meeting if he recalled to their notice a discovery made several 
years ago in the parish of Waltham on the Wolds, of which some 
account appeared in the Leicester Journal of November 14th, 
1848, as follows :—" On Monday, November 6th, as some workmen 
were djgging a drain in a field in Waltham lordship, occupied by 
Mr. Musson, they came upon two stone coffins. . . . They 
were evidently those of a woman and child. The stones were un 
hewn, but put closely together, and the coffins were the same 
width in every part, each coffin consisting of seven stones. In the 
child's coffin, in which even the skull was almost decayed, was 
found a small bracelet, but nothing in the woman's. About seven 
feet from the woman's coffin the men struck their tools into an urn, 
which was of course broken, and so decayed as to have the ap 
pearance of earth itself. It was of the commonest description. 
There were ashes in it, but no coin was found, though it probably 
contained one. The heads of the coffins lay north-east by north." 
The measurements of these coffins was accurately taken, and the 
smaller one found to be in

Length inside, 2 feet 8 inches! 2 stones on each side. 
Width „ 0 „ 11 „ [ 1 at each end. 
Depth „ 0 „ 11 „ J 2 at bottom, 2 at top.

The larger one in
Length inside, 5 feet 8 inchesj
Width „ 1 „ 1 „ [ as the former.
Depth „ 0 „ 11 „ j

The head of each was on the same line. From the foot of the 
smaller to that of the larger was about seven feet, and from the foot 
of the larger to the urn also about seven feet. The urn was on the right 
side of the female, and may have contained the ashes of her husband, 
and the coffin of the child was on her left. The tops of the coffins 
and urn were about 11 inches from the surface. The stones were appa 
rently from Goadby quarry in the lane from Waltham to Harby. The
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bracelet having been submitted by G. Norman, Esq., of Goadby 
Marwood, to the inspection of Thomas Bateman, Esq., of Yol- 
grave, Derbyshire, he returned the following observations, December 
81, 1848:—" In answer to your inquiries respecting the age of the 
bracelet, I beg to state at once that it is impossible to name a 
precise date, though I think we can approximate pretty nearly to 
the age. The fact of the coffins being formed of slabs of stone, 
instead of being hollowed out of a single piece, indicates a period 
not remote from the time when the kist-vaens, or stone chests, 
beneath barrows and tumuli were so constructed, though in the 
present instance no hill seems to have been raised, which was 
frequently the case after the conquest of Britain by the Eomans. 
The presence of a bracelet only, and no weapons, also points to 
the same conclusion ; so that from analogous instances which have 
fallen under my own observation, I have no hesitation in saying 
that the interment took place from the third to the fourth century 
of our present computation, i.e. the Christian era. I may as well 
mention a few other things. The interments are most probably of 
a female and her child; and the bracelet is not gold but bronze, a 
composition of copper and tin, differing from our modern brass: 
it is ornamented with a punctured pattern at intervals, which I 
have noticed on similar bracelets found with coins in my collection, 
which is another strong argument in favour of my date. Further, 
if any sketch of the urn which is mentioned were made, it would 
materially assist in fixing its date with certainty." Mr. Bateman 
again wrote, March 31, 1849, as follows:—"The fragments of the 
urn have safely arrived here, and from their nature, and the 
apparent form of the vessel when perfect, there is but little doubt 
of the correctness of my idea of the period of the interments, to 
which I was led by a comparison of the bracelet with others in my 
collection." Again, April 6, 1849,—" Having joined the fragments 
of pottery as well as possible, owing to some deficiencies caused 
by the spade, I have ventured to trespass on your time again by 
sending you a sketch of the present form of the vessel, along with 
one of a Roman urn in my collection, in that you may be able to 
compare the two together. All the upper part of the urn being 
destroyed, the restoration of course is open to doubt: but I am 
fully confident that it is correct. The urn seems to have been an 
intended copy of the Roman, both in form and material, though in 
the latter case the attempt has been unsuccessful, the clay being 
much coarser, and owing to the decomposition of some kind of 
coarse sand which has been mixed with it, the surface of the vessel 
is very rough, which is not the case with Roman pottery, it being 
firm and hard. These little things serve to supply data from which 
I am able to support my former opinion of the age of the inter 
ments. You may perhaps think all this of no consequence; but 
this kind of study has long been a source of pleasure to me, and
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when referred to, I can hardly avoid entering into details to sup 
port any opinion I may advance."

The Chairman exhibited copies of Mr. Bateman's drawings, and 
a plan of the locality of the interments. The bracelet was sent to 
the Duke of Rutland, who, Mr. Norman thinks, sent it to the 
British Museum.

The REV. J. M. GRESLEY read the following paper upon

THE AUSTIN PRIORY OF ST. MARY OF NEWSTEAD 
IN SHIRWOOD, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.

THERE seldom occurs so good an opportunity of thoroughly seeing 
a place as when it is going to be sold. I therefore procured the 
plans and particulars of the estate and house at Newstead, and 
visited it a week before it was offered for sale, as we saw reported 
in the newspapers last June.* They present a remarkable- instance 
of the domestic buildings of a Monastery being converted into a 
baronial residence, the sites of the various parts of the original 
edifice being adhered to.

• The Manor or Lordship of Newstead contains about 3226 acres, of which the 
Park, inclosed with a stone wall, occupies about 881 acres, the woods and plantations 
within the Park are about 196 acres, and without the Park about 618 acres.

In the midst stand the remains of the venerable Abbey and baronial residence, 
which has, at vast expense, been restored by the late Colonel Wildman, under the 
superintendence of the late John Shaw, architect, F.R.S., and now forms one of the 
finest residences in England, containing on the principal floor the great dining hall, 
58 feet by 24 feet, and 29 feet high, the private dining room adjoining, 24 feet by 18 
feet, the great drawing room, 70 feet by 23 feet, and 20 feet high, the private drawing 
room, 24 feet by 20 feet, the library, 60 feet by 13 feet, all communicating with wide 
galleries. .... On the ground floor is the cloistered quadrangle communi 
cating with the crypt, halls of entrance, with staircases and numerous apartments, 
and with the ancient Chapter-house, one of the most beautiful and interesting re 
mains of the Abbey, and which is restored and used as a private chapel. The 
domestic offices have been rebuilt. .... The ancient terraced gardens in con 
nection with the Abbey have been restored, and an excellent walled kitchen garden 
added to them.—Advertisement of Sale.

The property was offered by auction on Wednesday, June J.3th. It was part of 
the conditions that the timber, valued at .£28,600. odd, the furniture, estimated at 
£4750, and the pictures, library, and articles of vertu, should be taken or not with 
the property at the option of the purchaser. The property was put up for sale 
without the timber. The first bidding was £90,000. An offer of .£120,000. was 
made by Mr. Tweed, the Town Clerk of Lincoln, on behalf, it was understood, of 
Messrs. Clayton and Shuttleworth, engineers, of that town; and £121,000. was bid 
by or for Charles Hardy, Esq. The property, however, was bought in at the re 
served bidding of £180,000. including the timber. Mr. Pott, of Nottingham, was 
the auctioneer. It is now said to be sold by private contract to William Frederick 
Webb, Esq., late of the 17th Lancers, of Pepper Hall, Yorkshire, for £150,000. In 
1818, when the property was last sold by auction, by Alderman Fairbrother, so 
great was the public interest taken on the occasion, that it was necessary to prop 
up the house in which the sale took place.
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Byron " should have been for Ms wealth, became unto him an 
occasion of falling." Alas, that there is so little recorded of him 
which can afford us hope of his repentance.

I have ventured to make this concluding remark, which may 
seem to some to be beyond the province of the archaeologist, from 
a cd&viction that if we are never to extend our observations beyond 
the dry facts of history, architecture, and antiquity—if \ve are 
never to draw conclusions, nor confirm religious principles from 
such studies—if we are to regard works of art and curiosity merely 
as what they are in themselves, and not as conducive to the glory 
of the great Artificer of the world and of mankind—then researches 
such as ours will be found to have been useless, and worse than 
useless, to us at the last day.

The Rev. R. BURNABY proposed, and Mr. Thompson seconded 
a vote of the cordial thanks of the Society to Mr. Herrick for his 
kind and interesting present to the Society of copies of Mr. John 
Gough Nichols' Paper upon the Armorial Windows, in Woodhouse 
Chapel.

It was resolved that a special meeting should be called to make 
arrangements for an evening soiree of the Society to be held shortly 
in Leicester, and that the annual meeting of the Society for the 
transaction of business should be held at the close of the year.

August 27th, 1860. 

The REV. S. G. BELLAIKS in the chair

Mr. BARBER exhibited several oriental curiosities.
Mr. JAMES THOMPSON laid upon the table, and read some re 

marks upon, a jug and a piece of ancient stained glass. The jug, 
he said, was lately found in ground on the back premises of Messrs. 
Sarson and Simpkin, Hotel-street. It was of coarse, light brown 
earthenware, nearly entire; thirteen inches in height, six and 
a-half inches wide at its greatest diameter, and five and a-half 
inches wide at its base. Mr. Thompson further described the ves 
sel as being an English mediaeval, one probably of the thirteenth 
century. The piece of stained glass formerly belonged to, and 
had a place in, a window at Belgrave Hall, in this county. The 
subject depicted was from the Book of Esther. It belonged to 
the Flemish school of probably the seventeeth century.
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MR. THOMPSON also exhibited the copy of a printed ticket of 
admission to a ball formerly held in Leicester Castle. It bore the 
following notice:

A BALL
at the Castle of Leicester, on the

28 day of Nov. 1723,
Thomas Hodgson,

Master. 
No admittance after 4 o'clock.

The word " castle" is written and pasted over the engraved 
words " Town Hall;" so it would seem balls were held in both 
buildings.

Mr. G. G. BELLAIES exhibited a curious watch which formerly 
belonged to Archbishop'Granmer. The case was beautifully ena 
melled, representing on the back the Holy Family. This watch is 
now the property of Mr. R. Bosworth of Leicester.

October 29th, 1860. 

The Rev. J. H. HILL in the chair

Sir WILLIAM DE GAPEL BROOEE, Bart., was elected a member of 
the Society.

The CHAIRMAN exhibited an old book of Italian coats of arms, 
purchased by him at the sale at Nevill Holt in 1848. Henry 
Nevill, of Nevill Holt, who died in 1728, left three surviving 
daughters co-heiresses : Mary, the eldest, became the wife of Cor- 
nias Migliorucci, a native of Italy, and a Polish Count, from whom 
the present family is descended.

MR. GODDARD exhibited some mezzotint portraits, and a drawing 
of the remains of the bishop's palace at Sudbury, Suffolk. Also a 
small Roman vase of red clay about three inches in height, found 
last year with two second brass coins, (one of Vespasian), in Luke 
Street, Leicester. Also a bronze handle of something, the upper 
part shaped like the bust of a man.

Mr. NEVINSONexhibited some counters and tradesmen's tokens: 
one in the shape of a heart, having on the obverse, 1668, PETER 
BARRIFFE of VPPINGHAM IN RUTLAND HIS HALFPENY. and on 
the reverse three Pope's crowns; another—obverse AN OVNDLE 
HALFPENY, 1669—reverse FOR THE VSE OF THE POOR, and in 
the field of both sides a talbot.

Mr. NORTH remarked that the token exhibited at a former meet 
ing respecting the inscriptions on which there was some doubt, was 
one issued at Ashby-de-la-Zouch by Samuel Sowden. Had the
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inscriptions been perfect they would have read thus: obverse 
SAMVELL SNOWDENIN (St. George and the dragon) reverse ASHBY 
DB LA ZOVCH, 1667, his halfpenny. This token is included in the 
list already published by the Society. Mr. North exhibited a token 
issued at Easton Magna, Leicestershire, which has not been men 
tioned in any published list; the inscriptions are as follow: obverse 
EDWARD MOARE (three cloves), reverse IN GREAT Eason, (E.M. 
in monogram). Also, a bronze coin of Vespasian, second brass, 
struck in commemoration of the subjection of Judea in the first 
century. It was found several years ago in the Friars, Leicester. 
The obverse has a laureated head of the Emperor turned to the 
left with this inscription iMp(erator) CAEs(ar) VESPASIAN(US) 
Avo(ustus) Co(n) S(ul): on the reverse is a palm tree with cap 
tives at its base, and the inscription IVDEA CAPTA ; below the palm 
S(enatus) C(onsulto), "by decree of the senate."

Mr. NEALE exhibited a specimen of the Biddenden Cake, and 
observed that it is composed of two very simple ingredients—flour 
and water, and in introducing it to the notice of the Society, 
begged to call it a biscuit plaque. It has two sides, obverse and 
reverse, as all biscuits have; and is exceedingly hard, as all bis 
cuits should be. The reverse side is plain; the obverse bears the 
rude representation of two female figures joined together at the 
hips and shoulders, accompanied with the following particulars:— 
E. & M. CHULKHURST, A(ged) 34 Y(ears) in 1100, Biddenden. 
The Biddenden maids, as they are called, lived together in this 
extraordinary and unnatural state for 34 years, at the expiration 
of which time one died. The survivor was advised to be separated 
from her deceased sister, but this she absolutely refused, saying, 
" as we came together we will also go together; and in the space of 
about six hours after her sister's decease she was taken ill and 
died. By their will they bequeathed to the churchwardens of Bid 
denden, in the county of Kent, and to their successors in that 
office for ever, certain parcels of land iu the said parish, contain 
ing twenty acres, more or less, and which is now let for forty 
guineas per annum. There are usually made in commemoration 
of these wonderful phenomena, about a thousand rolls, which are 
given away to all strangers on Easter Day after Divine Service in 
the afternoon : and also about three hundred quartern loaves, and 
cheese in proportion, to all the poor inhabitants of the parish. In 
Hansted's History of Kent similar particulars are given—but ac 
cording to " a vulgar tradition." Thirty years ago the Siamese 
Twins were exhibited in this country, united by a fleshy ligament 
to each other. If this was a real case of lucus naturte, why 
should thejother be recorded as only " a vulgar tradition ?" But 
the object is interesting, being an ancient badge or proof of the ex 
istence of a time-honoured and useful charity. The young ladies 
are not at all flattered in the rude representation; but we find they
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had amiable traits in their character. " Lovely and pleasant were 
they in their lives, and (literally) in death they were not divided."

Mr. NEALE also exhibited a beautifully carved oak box.
The Rev. J. M. GRESLEY exhibited a

STAFFORDSHIRE CLOG ALMANACK,
with the following remarks.

This specimen of an article of household furniture, used by our 
predecessors, I have the pleasure of exhibiting through the kind 
ness of its owner, Mr. G. T. Lomax, of Lichfield. It is the Clog 
Almanac mentioned in Shaw's History of Staffordshire, vol. I., p. 
332, as then (1798) in the Museum of Mr. Green, of Lichfield, at 
the dispersion of whose collection it passed into the hands of Dr. 
Wright, of that city, from whom Mr. Lomax obtained it. The 
present is an unpublished specimen: another may be seen 
engraved in Plot's Staffordshire, tab. xxxv., which has been copied 
in Fosbrooke's Encyclopaedia, Hone's Eiiery-day Book, Brady's 
Analysis, and Old England: another is engraved in Gough's 
edition of Camden's Britannia : and wood cuts of two more now 
at Oxford are in The Calendar of the Anglican Church Illustrated. 
Plot thought them to be of Danish origin, but the specimens 
remaining are probably not older than the reign of Elizabeth. 
They were when Plot published his 'Staffordshire (lb'86), still in 
use in that county " among the meaner sort of people." He says 
they had then been scarce heard of in the south of England, and 
understood but by few of the gentry in the north. Staffordshire 
seems to have been their chief locality. I have, however, reason 
to think that one remained hanging at the mantle-piece of a farm 
house at Barrow-upon-Soar, Leicestershire, about sixty years ago, 
as I am informed by an aged person now residing in Over Seile, 
who when young was at service there, in the family of Mr. Bostock. 
And I myself can testify to a still more recent use of such calendars 
in this county; for when I was a boy at Appleby school, thirty 
years ago, one of the first things we did upon going back after the 
holidays, was to cut upon a strip of wood, or upon the bedstead, 
a notch for every day, week, and month, of the half year, with 
some extra peculiarity of mark for the holidays, all of which were 
carefully cut off as the half year gradually passed away. And 
what was this but a veritable Clog Almanack? The following par 
ticulars are taken from Dr. Plot's History of Staffordshire, pp. 
418-430. First, as to their names. Cloggs he thinks to be "from 
the likeness of some of the greater sorts of them to the cloggs 
wherewith we usually restrain the wild, extravagant, mischievous 
motions of some of our doggs." Rimstocks, their Danish name, 
" not only because the Dominical letters were anciently expressed 
on them in Runick characters, but also for that the word Rimur 
anciently signified a calendar, whence the word Rimstock (denoting
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